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PEEFACE. 



This edition of the Dakota War Whoop, is a eareftil revUlioii of 
the first, with additiooal items of interest, aod is a reliable historical 
work, detafling &cte in their time and order, 00 far as possible, and 
endorsed by the most oons];^cno<i8 actors in the great drama. 6en« 
Siblej, a prominent actor, as will be sten, said to the writer, after a 
dose perusal of the first edition, that it seemed quite a mystery, "how 
one, not an eye witness of the events, eonld detsil them so gtaphi- 
cally and miuutely correct." So, also, another: "It is a trutliful mid 
TiYid picture of the scenes represented." Bat we know the vast 
arena and scores of the snfferers, and have lost no opportonlty in eoU 
looting personal experiences, and yet, horrid as it seems, heart-sick- 
euing as is the detail, there are unwritten facts, still more horrid, 
whieh would sesm bat the emanation oladistorted brabi, or too vivid 
imaginaHon. 

We take pleasure in crediting the photographs from which the en* 
gravings and cats were made, to Whitney's celebrated gallery, in St, 
PbdI, to whom was awarded the first prixe medal, at the Chicago Na- 
tional Fair. 
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Sr. Paul, Kovember 9th» 1864. 

Mas. Harriet Bisuor McConukt. 

Jkait Madam: 

1 have been very 

much gratified with tb« penual of tbe " Dakota Wak Whoop." 
Although previooely Impreflted with the eooTietioii that no one 
was better qualified than yourself, to give to the public a graphic 
iod uopartial account of the miprecedented maMaotea and out- 
rages perpetrated by the Bavageb on our frontier in 18t»2 and 
yet X muat acknowledge my emprise at the general aeenracy of 
the book, and the intimate aequaintanoe dispUyed by you with 
details and occiurences, new to me, although I was present and 
oigaged in the military operatiima againet the Indians, most of 
the period referred to. 

The work ie intensely interesting, and I take pleasure in oom- 
snending it to the public, as a faithful and authentic history of 
the terrible events connected with the outbreak of the Sioux 
iBdisna^ which involved so many of our border settlers in desola- 
•tion and ruin. 

With kind regard, I am 

Very rebpectfully Yours, 

8. MILLER, 

04»T*r ICian. 
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DAKOTA WAii WHOOP- 



CHAPTER L 

INTBOBUCTIOir. 

^^Thbbs Hukdbed THOUflAND Mour The na- 
tion's rallying cry bad electrified every telegrapli wire 
and intensified the great heart of the Northwest 
Women, with the q>irit of the Eevolutionaiy mothets, 
had bidden their loved ones go, glad that they had hus- 
bands or sons to give in the cmsMng of a rebel foe, 
Minnesota was thoroughly aroused. Though as a State 
she had yet scarcely seen her first decade, she had 
already sent her Fifth R^ment into the field fired 
with the spirit of the immortal ^^Fiist," which won lau- 
leb even in defeat,** her quota was again being filled 
Young men, the flower, vigor, and hope of the State, 
with musket in firm graqp^ stood ready, impatiently 
awaiting "orders I'' 

"Iloiue work enough to engage our troops for the 
present^'' said the *^other half" of myself excitedly, as 
he entered firom a spirited war meeting, '^t is well 
that they had not received 'inarching ordei-s.' " 

^^Another Indian ^scare,' " I interrogatively replied. 

* At the memorable battlet of Bull Boa and Ball's Bluff. 
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DAKOTA WAR WHOOP. 



**It is no *scarc,* I assure you, but an earnest and ter- 
rible reality." 

lighten the Greduloiis and the ^new comer' — 

"^Tkuth is stranger than iictioii.' i'acts need no 
fiirther Gonfirmation. An army of savages are even 
now sweeping down the Minnesota River valley, swear- 
ing destruction to all in their course, and death to every 
white man I" 

"It is not the first time our nerves have been set 
vibrating by such xinpleasant rumors, and I have long 
sinoe ceased to give credence to these crazy leportSi 
which have had their birth in some wild brain. If the 
Indians would have made us trouble, it would have 
been when we were only a handful, and they strong aa 
now, and in close proximity. It is all nonsense to think 
of it I" And thereupon I proceeded to dash off the 
remaining stanza of a patriotic Boagy which was pulsar 
ting in every nerve and qtdvering on my pen^s nib, 
when he entered. 

Alasl the visi<His of the night troubled me, despite 
my unbelief To &ncy's ear came the fearful wail and 
the gi'oaus of the dying, and to fancy's eye came only 
one blood-blinding scene — the dead, in tall prairie 
grass, or at their own hearth*stones ; and above the 
shrieks and groans of their victims rose the tenible war 
whoop of the government-pampered Dakotas, ^mous 
from a taste of blood, and panting for mora 

With the celerity of execution lor which (lov. liam- 
sey is noted, he had, on the Mlowing morning, four 
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compaides armed and equipped, and moving towards 
the murder scenes, where hands were already stained 

with the blood of more than one thousand victims. 
The demand for energetic action was met by prompt 
effort, otherwise the savage hordes might have carried 
out their design ; swept through the land, kilh J or 
driven oif the inhabitants, and re-possessed the soil for 
which they were receiving annually the interest on its 
equivalent, in gold and goods, thereafter to revel amid 
their blood-gained spoils. 

It is a dreadful tale — one ^m which the heart re- 
coils and the pen shrinks ; but I have girded me for 
the eHbit, and what though every hair of the head is 
erect, and every nerve a vibrating medium, making me^ 
for the time being, as a living, actual witness of all I 
reheai*se ; the reading world shall heai*, if they cannot 
see, what young Minnesota has experienced, how her 
adopted sons and daugliters have suffered from the sav- 
age bullet and bloody tomahawk, while yet is undula- 
ting the clear, prairie air, in brutal ^erceness, never to 
die from the ear of the sufferers, the terrible Dakota 
war-whoop. 
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The Dakota or Sioux Indians number about thirty 
thousand. These are divided into Bands, and each 
Band has its own Ghie£ They ignoie the name of 
Sioux, by which they are known in the civilized world, 
and answer only to the name of Dakota, The purchase 
of the late Eeservation secured to the small number of 
the Bands interested in the sale, the interest ainnually 
in gold on $2,000,000 for the ensuing fifty years, to- 
gether with blankets, piovisionSi eta, which, with any 
provident foresight, would place ordinary economists 
quite above want. On their new Eeservation, Govern- 
ment had established two Agencies, the lower at the 
mouth of the Bed Wood, the Upper Agency at llie 
mouth of the Yellow Medicine rivers, both tributaries 
of the Minnesota. The lower bands, residing mostly at 
or near the Lower Agency, went there for their pay, 
while the upper bands, living mostly on the plains, 
came to the Upper Agency, 

Choosing their own time to assemble, or instigated to 
it by a secret foe, the upper bands, numbering nearly 
7,000 men, women and children, had come to their 
Agency, demanding annuities^ the arrival of which was 
delayed, and in r^rd to which, the Agent, Thomas J. 
Galbraith, was not advised. They had brought little or 
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no provisions with them, and the omall amount of game, 
with the fish they oanght, hardly served to satisfy so 

many hungry stomachs. They demanded flour, £ar 
which orders of distribution had not yet beemifiven-^ 
shot an ox bdonging to the Agent, which was Boaroely 

a mouthfiil, among so many. The begging dance 
would fhroish them food for a day or two^ and so with 
tiie bnfMo dance ; but they had no idea of seeking 

any laudable or remunerative employment, even though 
some of their children had died, they said, &om starv- 
ation. But it was a formidable work — knowing the 
character of the Indians, as they did, that once giving 
them, you must continue to give— to think of feeding 
so many, for a period quite indefinite; besides, Govem- 
ment had not provided boarding accommodations at 
this point, on so grand a scala But the spirit of unrest 
became more and more apparent, and indieative of hos- 
tilities. The tents of tlieir encampnieut were struck, 
and hxirriediy removed two miles to the rear. Dark, 
poirtentous clouds were evidently gathering in the polit- 
ical heavens, Siouxward. A consultation of the few 
Government ofOicials resulted in sending to Fort liidg- 
ley for an armed foice. 

In 1856, the frontier settlers were thrown into panic 
by the murder of forty persons, at Spirit Lake Settle- 
ment, in Iowa and the aouliiem extreme of Minnesota. 
The leader of the desperado gang was Ink-pa-du-ta, the 
basest among the base, who, ever since, had roamed at 
large, the vilest wretch unhung. It had been feared 
that his going unpunished and unpursued would em- 
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bolden the evil inclined, — that the leniency would be a 

inecedent on which they might base their future deeds. 
Still, dangers slept ; the settlers were unmolested, and 
those who had known him longest^ became quite stupid 
in relation to the red man, eo that when the clarion 
notes rang with such vibrating thrill tkruugh the State, 
one company of volunteers of the Minnesota 5th, at 
each of the three miKtary posts, was all deemed essen- 
tiul for tlie protection of Government stores and fron- 
tier defense^ Capt Marsh was in command at Fort 
Bidgley, on the Minnesota, Capt. Hall at Fort Kipley, 
uii tlie Crow Wing, and Capt Yanderliock at Aber- 
crombie, on the Eed river of the north, and the le^t 
expectation of these men was, that they were to bear 
the brunt in the outset, of a home outbreak, and so 
check the savage onset a3 to save the State J&om gen- 
eral desolation, while relief forces were mustering, hur- 
riedly, for ihe conflict Well that we may not lift the 
curtain and peep into futurily. Experience, as it 
Mis in life's pathway, is quite enough for our £mte 
view, while, if the scope of mental vision enabled us 
to comprehend the whole in one, the efi'ect would be 
overwhelming. The Divine Kuler has his marked m^ 
for the emergency, lihough they know it not ; and rich 
in the fact is that man whose God is the Lord, and who 
can so await the disposal of His will, as to say in the 
results, ''my life has been to a purpose.'' 

The 18th of June, 1862, Lieut Tlminas J. Sheehan, 
Co. C, Fifth Kegiment Minnesota volunteers, a young 
man, full of patriotic flre^ and burning with intense de- 
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sire to combat a rebel foe, had orders to report with ix 
dataciijuent of fifty men, to Capt Marsh, and ten days 
after, loud cheers for their aniyal rang through Fort 
Ridgley. The feUowing moming, June 29, Oapt Marsh 
issued ordem that Lieut Sheehan, with his dutrM^liracnt 
from Ca GL, and fifty Co. B., Fifth Minne- 

sota) with lieut Gere, report forthwith to Agent Gral- 
braith, at Yellow Medicine, 'for the purpose of preserv- 
ing order, and pxoteodng United States property, du- 
ring the time of annuity paj ment" 

The Indians would listen to no advice to" retnm 
home, secure their crops, and await the Agent's call, 
when their annuities should arrivei Assuming no mil- 
itary dictation, but regarding "discretion the better ])art 
of valor" in warding the impending blow. Command- 
ant Sheehan waited upon the Agent, with the earnest 
desire that provisions, to the extent of his ability, be 
issut^d, to satisfy the constant demand ibr ^'something 
to eat" 

As if to add intensity to kindling fire of desperation, 

two of their tribe were killed by the Chippewas, a few 
miles ixom camp. At early mom, the following day, 
an imposing army of mounted and armed Indians, 
1500 strong, clad only in moccasins and the breech let, 
started on the ^%ar path," but at night they returned, 
mst^fedlen flom disappointment, dxrectiDg yicioua 
glances at the soldier's camp, whic^h angiired no good. 
To avert their minds from pursuit of the Ibe, a least is 
pK»niaed, with the stipulation that ihey submit to be 
counted when thus convened, an <Mrdeel essential to 
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pajmeat dtiuam and Bokberai some of ^Rrlioiii kept 
guard, enjoyed the rare ftm of the scramble, each for 
im ahiure, m barrel after barrel of crackers were emptied 
on the grooad It was a hilarious time, and one of 
apparent aatui&otion to the participaiitBL Some forty- 
barrels of water were served to satisfy the demand of 
the damarons crowd for ^^driuk," after which, for an 
hour or two, ihe fiieindlj pipe passed from hand to 
hand, and the couutmg process was the finale of the 
day. 

On the 27th Jnlj, the fellowing order was issued, 

giving little hope of rest for mind or body of our 
young hero: 

*^SiB : I have to request that you detail a small da- 

tachment of your comnuind, and with it proceed forth- 
with in the direction of Yellow Medicine river, in 
search of Inkpaduta and his followera, who are said 

to be camped somewhere in the region, with stolen 
horses, ko, 

' 'Ton wUl take said Inkpaduta and all Indian soldiers 

with him, prisoners, alive if possible, and deliver them 
to me at the A gency. If they resist, I advise that they 
be shot Take ail horses found in their po6BesBi0n, and 

deliver tliem to nie. 

"A party of reliable citizens will accompany you ; 
they will report to you and be sul]rject to your orders. 

**Ten or twelve men will, in my opinion, be sufficient 

They should, by all means, be mounted on horses or 
mules. You should take at least nine days' rations, 

and bkould start a sufficient time before daylight to get 
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away widKmt the knowledge of our IiMiiana Wbilel 

recommend prompt and rigorous action to bring these 
murderei^ thieves and villaiaB to juatifiey dead or alive^ 
yet I advise pmd^ioe and eztreme eautioa. 

*'Verj rcis^ctfully, your ob't servant, 

THOd J. GALBKAITH, 

Sban .Agent 

^laxuT. T. J. Sheehan, 

"Commanding Camp at Sioux Agency." 

Accompanying ibe expedition was a Ghrktiaii Li* 

dian, who acted as guide, lie seemed most eager of 
all the party to bring the scamp to justice, while he 
boasted of having before killed his son, and was one of 
the party who rescued Mrs. Nobles and Miss Gardner 
&Qm their iiands, aBier ih& Spirit Lake Massacra After 
a efaase of many a weary mile, finding the deserted 
camp, theii' ej es gratified only with the sight of a soli- 
itary Indian in the distance, supposed to be a spy of 
Inlqwduta^ whom the best horse speed could not over- 
take, and after contmuing the search till further pur- 
suit seemed useless, their horses were headed campward, 
where they arrived <m the evening of Atigost Sd, most 
opportonely. Notwithstanding the dramming and pow 
wow at the Lidian encampment, during the night, the 
adventoieis rested well ate the excitement and travel 
of the last five resttess days and lu^ts, a needed refresh 
ing fe? 4he ordeal of the morrow. 

Scarcely had &e sun of August 4th gilded the blufSa^ 
when, painted and stripped for the work, &e entire 
body of male Indians, with axes, hatchets and clubs, 
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made geaoral onslaught on the warehouse, the doors of 
which soon yielded to ike well widded blow& Then 
followed, an unceremonious seizure of goods, flour and 
bacon, which the squaws, with wade spread blankets, 
(the common receptacle of all things,) awaited to re- 
ceive, and, so far as able, convey to their encampment. 
They had chosen this early hour, before the powers of 
resistance should be astir, but in quick time the alarm 
was beat, and the little band of stout hearts were ready 
for action. Leaving the rest to guard camp, Lieut 
Sheehan, with tw^ty-five men, hastes to the scene of 
confosion. The resistanoe of the immortal one hun- 
dred, in Sumter's walls, to ten thousand rebels, was less 
daring, had less of cool and determined brayery than 
this. What power have twenty-five men to cope with 
fifteen hundred infuiiated savages, aimed to the teeth ? 
But ah I there was a power in the courage <tf the bear* 
ing, in ihe det^mined flash of the eye, whenheordei!ed 
them to "Ml back," threatening with instant death any 
who disobeyed See them quail breath it — th^ 
withering glances change to awe, as ihey coweringly 
obey. The gun of pnvate Foster war jerked from his 
hand, discharged, his scalp was seized, and about to 
pass firom his head to savage hands, when arrested by 
the above order. Mr. Fadden and James Gormon, 
warehouse and trader's clerks, were the only citizens 
rendering any assistaclce during this emergency, and 
are deserving of much credit and the thanks of the 
State at least 
Now &llowed a grand stampede fbr camp, for though 
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awod, tliejrwere iiotfiubduecL Here they were mehing 

to and fro, iiisuitmg the soldiers^ and evidently daring 
them to unequal contest ; but when the howitzer, by 
ofder, was tamed upon them, there was a ^^aaMmxng 
in hot haste," for they had no power to cope with thia^ 
to them, most dreaded monster. The lull in the raging 
of hamaa elemantB was sdaed by laeut Sheehan for 
an interview widi the Agents in Ihe quiet of his own 
hom^. Permission was granted for convening a coun- 
cil with his *^ied ohildren." The chief speaker shook 
hands in mock friendliness with the oonunanding offi* 
cer, and made a s^^eech as follows : 

"We are the braves. We have sold our land to the 
great fitther, (the President,) and we think that he in- 
tends to give us what he has promised, but we can't get 
it, and we are starving; we want something to eat" 

Commandant Sheenan replied : *'You should have 
gone to the agent before breaking op^ the wardiouse, 
and asked him for something to eat^ which he was in- 
tending to give you to^y. If your great &ther heard 
that yon had committed these dq)r6datk>ns, breaking 
open the warehouse and attempting the lifb of his sol- 
diors, he would not fbigiyeyou, tor it would make him 
very mai" 

"We have asked the Agent almost evcr^^ day, but he 
win give us notlnng; now we are stai'ving, and we 
want you to ask him for n& We know if we kiU the 
soldiers, it will make our great father mad. We held 
a council last night, and concluded we must have some- 
thing to eat" 5 



Digitized by Google 



DAKOTA WAR WHOOF. 



^^If I get you a good issue of proviaionB this after- 
noon, will you all go back to your teepees, and not 

trouble my camp, nor come around the warehouse any 
more?" 
^^Tes, tbat is what we want*' 

The wliole responsibility being thrown upon the 
shoulders of this young officer, with resultsi which fol- 
lowed, may have had its parallel, but has been sotpaas- 
ed by few. The plunder being ordered returned to Ae 
warehouse, the execution ot the order devolved on him, 
but it was hauled firom the shoulders of the men, by the 
Lidians, as often as raised thmla Matters again 
seemed rife for a general massacre. Guards were set 
by the savage rebels, and the lowering war clouds again 
muttered their thunders. StLU the determined courage 
of the man for the liour did not forsake him, and in 
every ^ort was nobly seconded and aided by his com- 
rade, lieut Oere, and he again demanded an issue of 
pro\ Lsiuiis, for which *'they were as eaaer," he says, "as 
wolves for blood'* This bemg received, the aggressors 
retired to feast in their own encampment, regarding 
themselves, no doubt, victors of the day. CJonsidering 
all things, thi^ was a fortunate ending, even though but 
temporary. The following day, some of the ring-lead- 
ers were arrested and put in jail, when came a demand 
for their release, with a threat to kill every man, and 
blot out the Agency, if not complied with. Agent 
Galbraith ordered ihehr releasa 

Capt Marsh, in compliance with the request of Lieut 
Sheehan, arrived in camp, August (>th, and gave im- 



• 



Digitized by 



DAKOTA WAB WHOOP. 



29 



mediate ftnd peremptory oiders tofr the issue of the 

goods and provisions on hand, when quiet returned, 
and seemiiig satia&ction was lestored. The militaiy 
force haying other, and, as thought, more important 

posts of duty, withdrew. Alas, for limited human 
foresight 1 Little thought they that the startling events 
of these two weeks wereihe foreshadowings of the hor^ 
rid tragedies so soon to make every lieart faint with 
their recital, and pale every cheek with terror — the 
resale perhaps, of a long maturing plot 
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THE FIRST BLOW. 

The fizBt event in this great Sioux raid to oonfiim 

the fact that they had broken truce with the whites, 
was at Acton, Meeker county, on Sunday, the 17th of 
August, 1862. Aparty of six or seven reckless yoimg 
warriors from the Lower Agency, forty miles south, 
had gone out the previous day on a Chippawa "scalp 
hunt," but meeting no success in that line, and imbibing 
largely of "fire water," they entered that isolated set* 
tlement, intent on carrying out whatever promptings 
their evil hearts might devise The house of Mr. Jones^ 
the |)ostmaster of Acton, was first visited by ihem, 
where they were loud in their demand for whisky, but 
in lieu of which he gave them tobacco, to their appa- 
rent satis&ction, when they left with no unfiiendly 
demonstrations. Still, Mr. Jones was suspicious tliat 
evil was lurking in their hearts, as he an hour ailer as- 
serted at the house of his step-son, Mr. Howard Baker, 
where he and his wife had gone, leaving his niece, an 
adopted daughter, with a child a year old, alone in the 
honscL 

Thi-ee weeks previous to this, a **prairie schooner," 

a mere speck on the horizon, was seen approaching the 
settlement It '^cast anchor'^ before the door of Mr. 
Baker, and its crew was Mr. and Mia Webster, who 
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had oome to (start life in tbat really inyitdng r^on. 
Here a temporary home was giveu tkem, while prepa- 
mtioiiB fi>r their own went forward. 

A little before noon, these same Indiaus, m their 
usual unceremonious manner, entered the house of Mr. 
Bakear, where the friends were still in social converse 
Save the fact of their beiner drunk, there was nothing 
to incite suspicion. In such a state they are always to 
be feared. Afker much meaningless talk, they proposed 
to ",2:0 out and shoot at a mark." 

Mr. Webster, who had never before seen an Indian, 
stood on the door step, a mere spectator of the gama 
The Indians, taking advantage of the discharged guns 
of the others, made him their first victim. His wife was 
in the covered wagon, unpacking some articles for use, 
and thus screened, escaped their buUets. Mr. Jones 
ran a short distance, when an unerring aim brought 
him down. Mr. Baker rushed into the house, where 
he and his mother, Mrs Jones, were soon prostrate in 
deatk His ^vife, with her two children, of four and 
six years, liad fled to tlie cellar, and so escaped. The 
sight of blood infuriated their demon thirst, and hastily 
they return to Mr. Jones', break down the door* which 
the young girl had fSs^stened, and killing her, spared 
the child, which the next day is found lying in the 
blood of the slain, which is in coagulated pools on the 
lioor. 

As soon as satisfied it was safe to do so, Mrs. Web< 
ster and Mrs. Baker come from iheir conceahnent 

and, almost paralyztxl with horrur, survey the di'cadful 
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aoena The life-blood of Mr. W. had not yet ceased 
itB flow, and an hour afterwardB he dies in the amis of 

his heart-stricken wife. It was no time for communion 
with ghe^ but prompt and decisive action. With feel- 
in^akin to joj, they call to a white man then pasBing; 
He stands in tbe doorway w^licn, with spcecliless lips 
and bursting hearts, thej point to their dead. With 
a demoniac smile he says, *'0, thejVe got the nose 
bleed," and turned to go. "But you will not leave us 
alone with these dead bodies," agonizingly pleaded the 
women. 

"They Ve doing well," was the reply of the heartless 
wretchi and then he followed in the wake of the In- 
diana 

Yarions were ihe conjectnies as to who this inhu- 

man monster might be, some of the more chaiitable 
believing him insane Not so in ihe neighborhood 
where the tragic scene transpired. By those, he was 
believed to be in league with the enactors, and inciting 
to the bloody deeds. 

Three miles away was an intelligent Swede setde- 
ment, aiul thither these women and helpless children 
wend their lonely way. The sm had sank to rest, ere 
with sickned hearts and weary feet they ure welcomed at 
a friendly abode — friendly, though the spoken language 
of each is not understood by the other. The Indians 
had been seen; yea, a fine span of horses had been' 
mounted and rode off by two of them. Then the in- 
telligent signs ; the grief-marked fexjes, and the blood- 
bedabbled dr»9ses told the awfiil tale. Before mid- 
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night, the whole settlement was aroused and their 
eonise determined. 

On the following morning, some two hnndred in all^ 
every man , armed, went out to bury thuir murdered 
fiiendsL Hr. Jones, whom the women had tnpposed 
instantly killed, and was eonoealed from their view by 
an outbuilding, had evidently had a severe gnipplc 
with death, deep holes having been dng in his stmg- 
gles by his hands and feet Already the bodies had 
become very offensive, and pools of clotte<l ]AoiA were 
all over the floor of the hoiisa The burial party was 
fired on by the Indians before the hasty rites were 
tinislied ; a ball passing through the hat of one, which 
was returned with even less effect, Rave in causing 
them to mount their stolen steeds and fly to the coyert 
of the woods. 

That was an anxious, restless night, for those about 
to abandon their homes for safety. Onards were star 
tioned around the house where the women and chil- 
dren were gathered, while the main lK>dy oi men were 
preparing to depart on the morrow* Inthat vast train 
of sixty teams was one bright Swede girl, who was 
afterward employed as a domestic in the home of the 
writer. From her the minuliaB of these £ac(s were 
obtained. All was smiling with plenty and homes 
were becoming attractive, when the rude touch of sav- 
age hands passed over them, and subsequently wrote 
desolation on alL Change, how sudden, had come over 
their earthly hopes ! Blight how unexpected had fnJlen 
on their prospectsi As they wind over the prauie, 
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both ear and eye acre alert, lest an ambushed or grains 
hidden foe lurka with deadly aim j but safely they are 
guided to a haven of reati where present dangers are 
past The smitten hearts find sympatiiizing friends ; 

but no kiudacss can elTace the memory of that Sabbath 
day, when, powerless to save, their loved ones lay dead 
before them. Daring that day's trial and those which 

followed, these women evinced rare good sense and 
genuine intelligence, impressing those who conversed 
with them, of their worth and virtaea 
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The purpose of Little Crow, chief of the I/>wer 
Annuity Indiana, was to strike a strong, decisnre bloir 
at the Lower Agency aa soon as ^'paid oA^" befim the 
whites had scattered to their hom68, and this to be 
followed up bjeztenmnatioa and a leposscariop of the 
eolive Stat& 

A premature and unbidden blow had }>een struck 
at Acton, and with lightning g|>eed some of the fiend- 
ish perpetrators hastened on their stolen steeds to iied 
Wood, or Lower Agency, twelve miles above Port 
Kidgley and at rni'iiught, Htand beiore their chiei^ 
exhibiting their blood-stained hands^ andreooonting in 
fiendish trinmph, Ihe deeds of the day, and urging an 
immediate onslaught on the whites. For well thoy 
knew the consequences if they were gtven up to re- 
ceive justice at the hands of a proper tribunal — if 
withheld, war, they u rg<yl, was inevitable. 

Little Crow had, in several trips to Washingkini and 
otherwise, picked up some knowledge of the world, 
and the nation's power, and he knew well the element 
with which he had to contend. He had so iar adopted 
the customs of the whites as to wesr their apparel, Hva 
in a brick house, sleep in a Wl, f^at at table and drink 
ail the whisky he could get Being an a^icpt ni crait, 
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he hesitateS) thougli Ins heart thirsts for blood, and he 
oovets the rewards of the white man's industry. But 
there is much at staka "Wait till paid off," he said, and 
then the work should b^gm. Still, if his young men 
were goii^ to fight, even now, he coveted the glory of 
leadership, — they could have ihear own way. 

He^e let us say that the name by which this bloudy 
Chief is known, is only a nickname, which descended 
to him from his graod&ther, who received it from 
wearing a crow's skin upon his breast Ilis true name 
is Tah<o-ah-ta-doo-ta, meaning ^'his scarlet people." 
The ba^d he governed was known as the Idghtfoot 
Band. 

The longer that ooumnl fire burned, the higher and 
brighter rose the flame, imd the more determined grew 

the spirit emitted by the lightni] ig Hashes of their eyes. 
They urged that the whites, all but the old men and 
boys, had ^^gone to the war,^' and that these, with the 
women and children, could be easily exterminated. 

Now was tlie time for the work of death to begin,— 
to avenge their wrongs. 

Here let us pause and investigate those wrongs. 
Personal wrongs there may be, but national wrongs in 
relation to them we &il to sea Sloth is their own 
worst and most power^l enemy. like the eare of a 
provident ■|)arent for the children of his love, is the 
government provision to render them useful and happy. 
To encourage civilization among them, it has used 
every means that money or influence could induce. 
To every Indian who will lay aside his blanket, cut off 
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bis liair, and put on wiiite muHn apparel, k aeootded^ 

in addition to bis annuities, a farm ol' eighty acres, pl^ 

pared aod stocked, and Anniiig impleii^ 

on ihis a Itonse is built and fturnished, and medical 

attendauce guaranteed. In addition to tiiis, he receivos 
a perc^tage on every rod of fence bnilt| onerery bush- 
el of grain or potatoes raised, and for erery acre of 

new land cultivated, with full ownership oi the sjaiiif, 
so long as be oontinues to occupy it, or f<^ow indus- 
trial purBoitai How wonld tbe sonls of poor wbita 
men expand with ambition, was tiie .--ame kindly gov- 
ernmental care extended to them I There would Le liar 
less poverty and wretcdiedness in onr large cities than 
now. But iu the nuiin, the Indians } 'refer their own 
mode of life, and despise the one who thus Fells his 
tribal birthright (his blanket,) and goes to work like a 
white man. Suiue, however, have done it, in s]»ite of 
the disgrace, as many small but comibrtubie brick 
housesat Bed Wood and elsewhere will testify. This, 
however, is the exception, not the rule. More generally, 
you will find their chivairoua spirit manifested in loung- 
ing and smoking, while the women perform all the 
labor, except fighting and eating. 

The decision was mada The remainder of the 
night, while the populace slept in security, was spent 
in preparations -for action. Before dawn, the spirit 
was deeply imbibed by all, with few exceptions, and 
the murderous weapon was clutched with a despera- 
tion which even their blood-thirsty souls had never be- 
fore known. They were eager for the onset 
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The signal for general attack was to be the filing of 
a gun by the store where waved the Amerioan flag, 

when the assailants, pre^^iously divided into squads 
aud stationed at ev^ house, would each dischaige a 
volley, and the people, roahing ftom their houses to 
learn the cause, wotdd become an easy prey. Thus it 
was settled, and thus eating and drinking, they wait 
and watoh for the first glimmerings of day. 

It will be remembered that the Lower Annuity 
Indians ail resided at or near the Lower Agency, and 
a day was sufficient to bring them all together to pay* 
ment, whenever the gold and goods should arriva 
These for all time, thej were now willing to exclian<^^e 
for the booty they would obtain, and the gloiy of 
wearing a scalp feather. 
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TH£ OUTBBSAK AT BSD WOOD. 

That Monday morning of August 18tb, 1802, dawned 
dear and mild| all nature aeemed radiaat with life and 
hope, and more like a festive bridal mom than the en- 
acliiig of the dark plottings of the night 

Their plan was admiraUy earned out^ and had blood 
tioae been thor intent, not one wonld have escaped 
to tell the tale. The people, as they had prcsiuiucd, 
roahed to Ihe doors to ascertain the cause of the strange 
alarm, with no apprehension of evil Men were indis- 
criminately shot down, hatchets were buried in the 
heads of women and children, or they were dragged 
<^ into captivity, a &te fieur worsa Soon arose the 
smoke of burning buildings — and tlie shrieks and 
groans of the suiferers, as the tomahawk cleft their 
bones and chopped their flesh in pieces, was terrific, 
beyond the power of pen to dcscriba There were 
women and children imploring mercy at the hand 
where there was none, fix>m tiiose whom their own 
hands had fed, and their own houses, now in flames, 
had often sheltered irom the pitiless rain and cold, 
now as reckless of all as the weapon which seeks 
the brain. O the horrors of that one first hour ! One 
has very truthfully said, that these barbaiities could 



Digiii^uG by 



4:2 



DAKOTA WAB WHOOF. 



'^not have been exceeded, had all hell been tamed 

loose, with no opposition or restraint" 

So paralyzed were the poiBiple, that, sti-ange to say, 
not a gun waa &red, not a hand was xaiaed in defense, 
and such unlocked for success seemed but to madden 
their rage into more violent fury. 

The first victim was James W. Lynde, son of an 
eminent Baptist minister of Covington, Kentucky. 
He was a single man, thoroughly cultivated in all the 
physical, social, intellectual and refined elements of 
manhood His soul-absorbing love of nature led him 
where he could revel amid her beauties, and worship 
amid her smiles. His passion for music and the muses 
he had highly and extensively cultivated He had 
held the position of editor of the 'HjiNDEKSOii Demo- 
OBAT," had served with acceptance as State Senator, 
and held many other offices of trust in his adopted 
State. As they had predicted, he with others stepped 
to the door to learn the cause of the tumult, when he 
was made a target for seven balls, and Ml dead 

Andrew Myriclc, formerly of Westport, N. Y., when 
the iirst gun was lired, ran up stairs, where for a long 
time he lay concealed under a dry goods box. The 
Indians, with all their daring, are arrant cowards, and 
no one dare to be the fii-st one up for iiear of being a 
victim to whatever death weapon he might hava To 
bring him down, they in a loud voice proposed to fire 
"fc- the store, when he climbed through the scuttle to the 
roof, let himself down by the lightning rod to the roof of 
H low addition, and from thence jumped to the giound 
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and raa toward the brQih, where, had he not bee^ 

he might have been Bafa Unfortunately, it was other- 
wise, and ft shower of arrows pieroed him through. 
He was then dragged back to Ihe atore, and hia 6ee in- 

dignautly pelted with the gold com they Lad found in 
his safe, while Ihe vilest impreoations feXL from their lipa 
The burying party of Birch CooKe notoriety, of whora 
more anon, found liis body and buried it, so marking 
his grave that his brother had hun ati;erward removed 
to St PanL 

William Bourat was cierk in the store, and on being 
wounded, rushed up stairs with another, whose history 
demands a separate ehapter, securely fistened the trap 
door and prepared for their fate. With a wild whoop 
of triumph, the Indians had rushed in and taken pofr^ 
sesraon of the store, and while distributing the goods, 
were concocting their plans to dispatch these hapless 
victims, and then bum the building. Bourat hearing 
this, determined to make a bold dash for his life, 
wounded and l)ieeding as he was, rushed down stairs 
and through the crowd, clamorous in securing their plim- 
der, and paseed out in safety. When two hundred 
yards from the building, he received a heavy charge 
of duck shot in the side, and another in his leg, which 
brought him to the ground. Nor had this satisfied 
the savage thirst ILis clothing wassti'ippcd fi-om him, 
and then he was piled with logs to prevent escape, till 
they could return and '^cut him up,** as they talked 
among themselves. What a moment was that I To do 
or die, was the only alternative. None could look to 
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a oomrade ibr Aid, and ftrw knew ibe &te of ifadbr 

friends. He must save himself if saved, and by su- 
perhuman effort he remoyed the logs and went on the 
way rejoicing in his own eseapa 

Doct Ilumpkrey, Guverninent physician, had fallen 
in death, at his own door, which he had turned to enter, 
when his house, in which his wife and children were 
fastened, was set on fire, and she and her three 
little girls were burned in it Several weeks after, 
their charred and blackened remains were found in the 
cellar, and vnih the decayed and mutilated body of 
her husband, decently buried. A little boy of this 
fiunily, eleven years old, escaped from the burning 
boildinf^ to the woods, across tlie river, where he re- 
mained concealed till the arrival of troops, when he 
^%11 in,'* and stood in the thickest of the fights while 
the unequal contest raged, and was by thcni protected 
till conveyed to Mends in St Paul, — the sad-heaited 
lone remnant of an unbroken happy fimuly of the 
previous day. 

Such was the surprise of the whites, that they were 
as nearly paralyzed willi wonder as alarm. Some mis- 
take, thought they, and in some instances, actually gazed 
at the elevated rifle, threatening to send a bullet to the 
heart But in less time than I am writing, the true in- 
tent was evinced by bloody reality. Many had come 
out with half made toilets, some of whom were shot 
down, and others barely escaped with their lives, having 
no time to return for more clothing: What a scene I 
burning dwellingSi dead men strewing every yard, and 
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forbidding entaunce to every door^ women butchered 
or dragged into captivity, childien screaming, till their 
brains arc dashed out against a tree, or the butt of a 
rifle, and all so sudden, so unlooked-for I My God, is 
there vengeance in heaven I 

With demoniac yells, they seize upon every treasure. 
Goods are recklessly trodden down, money safes broken 
open and the contents divided, and a scene of such car- 
nage and plnnder, modem history does not record. 
When the sun arose, the smoke of burning buildings 
darkened its rays, and the earth was drinking the blood 
of the ajft'Tii 
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THJS SLAUGHT£B. 

A Sefw had eBcaped by the feny, and, the Indiaim 
wdl knew, wcniM carry the neWB of theb dreadfbl wc^^ 

to the Fort, and that retributive justice was sure to fol- 
low. To retard tkiB, they secure the ferry-boat, kill the 
fbrryman, diaembowel him, chop off his head, hands and 
feet, wliicli they insert in the cavil\ , ;iik1 thcii dance 
around hixn, in hellish triumph, at what their own hands 
had done, and tiieir own savage hearts deyised. 

In some instances, after the first excitement of the 
onslaught, persons met their death by slow torture. A 
boy, in trying to escape, was overhauled, stripped to 
the skin, and then pieroed with sticks and knives, as he 
was driven along, they in the meantime mimickiiig his 
agonies, hooting and laughing at him till death ended 
his sufferings. 

One man leaped from the window of the mill, which 
they set on hre, to the river, not soon enough, how- 
ever, to prevent their welL-aimed balls finom entering 
liis breast With more than morUil energy, he swam 
the river, and was scarcely alive when he reached the 
opposite shor& For four days, without food, he drag- 
ged himself round in swamps and grass more dead than 
alive, and was at last found by a party of refugees, 



Digitized by Google 



DAKOTA WAii WHOOP. 



47 



8iz:ty-&Ye miles irom his startmg point, and by them 
taken to a jdace of seourity. 

Woniea were tortured in everv^ imacriiialtle nmiiiuT. 
Some, with iniantB in tkeir arms^ bad their breaata cut 
off^ others their toes, and scMne were hamstrung and 
dragged over the praiiie till torn and mangled ; irom 
that alone they died Those who esoaped, spread the 
alamL The people seemed paralyzed to all but per- 
sonal safety, and fled precipitately, Bot knowing whith- 
er they went In one instance, several iamihes, not far 
ftway frcon home, had congregated in consultation as to 
their course, when they were overtaken hv the Indians, 
at the head of whom w as "Cut Nose," one of whom it 
might ^phatioally be said, '^Ye are of your &ther, 
the devil, and his works ye do." The first volley kill- 
ed the few men, which, the women and children seeing, 
in their defenseleas state, huddled more closely togetlih 
er in ihe wagons, and bending low their heads, drew 
their shawls tightly over them. Two of the fiends 
held the horses while Cut Nose jumped into a wagon, 
containing eleven, and deliberately cleft the head of 
each, while, stupefied with horror, and powerless from 
fiight, each awaited their turn, knowing the tomahawk 
would soon also tear through tiieir fiesh and bones, in 
like manner. Then kicking these butchered victims 
&wi the wagon, they filled it with plunder &om the 
burning houses, leaving tliem a prey to vultures and 
ravenous wolves. 

Forcing an in&nt &om its mother's aims, with the 
bolt of a wagon they fistened it to a tree, and holding 
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the mother before it, oompelled herto witness its dying 

^ af^onies. Tliey then cbo]^ped olf lier legs and arms, 

smd ie£t her to bleed to death. And thus thej butch- 
ered twenty-Aye, within an area of aa many loda 

To serve their base passions, some of the younger 
women were saved alive, while perhaps the parents 
were out down befofe their eyea 

One femily, who lived a few miles out, consisting of 
the parents, son and daughter, lied from the back door, 
as die mniderero appealed at the fiont door. The 
&dier fired the first gun that had been raised against 
them, but before he could re-load, with fiendish yeUs 
the savages sprang upon ihem. The father, mother 
and son fell dead, and the daughter, with genuine tact, 
fell to the ground, holding her breath and feigning 
death. The monsters, a£tor hacking and mutilating the 
quiyering flesh of the others, mzei her feet to drag 
her off — unconsciously, she attempted to adjust her 
diess — whidi these barbarians seeing, stopped ahort| 
and sparing her life for viler purposes, sent h&[ bade 
to swell the company of h^ipless captives. 

On the route between Yellow Medicine and Bed 
Wood, George EL Gleason, Agency Cl^k, haying in 
cliarge Mrs. Wakefield and two children, was surprised 
by a party of t^ese Bed Wood murderers, who now 
were ravaging the country in every direction, and mad- 
dened by every fresh taste of blood, were still dealing 
^ death and captivity to all in their way. Gleason was 
a &yorite with all, and they had never leoeiyed aught 
but kindness from his hands. But that did not save 
* 
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hiixL A bullet quick went to his heart Hia person 
was searched, valuable papers scattered to the four 

winds, and he left, stripped nearly to the skin, while 
Mr& Wakefidd and her cluldica were earned into cap- 
tiyit]^, there to lemain until the time of the great re- 
lease had coma 
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GXOBGE H. SPENOEB. 

The sabjeet of this chapter, who has Amiished much 

material for, and will play a couspicuous part in the 
' tragedy announced, came to St Paul in the early dawn 
of manhood, while yet the thriving young city was 
struggling in swaddling bands. West of the Missis- 
sippi river, the Sioux title was not yet extinct Their 
villages and encampments were in close proximity to 
town, and numbers of them were daily parading the 
the streets, visiting the stores to trade, and the houses 
tob^. 

Young Spencer, as clerk, found a knowledge of their 
language quite essential to success in businesa Devo* 
ting half of the night to study, and being a persever- 
ing scholar and good linguist, he soon acquired a per- 
fect knowledge of the Dakota language This made 
him a fitvorite, and some strong personal fiiendships 
were formed with soiiic of the most deserving of the 
tribe. 

The study which our hero most loved was the starry 

heavens. Watcliing the planet^s as they rose, tracing 
the stars in constellation, and the comets, till they 
moved off in xmknown space, he, in nature's observa- 
tory, would be lost to all else, save in adoration of Him 
who made them all, till his garments were drenched 
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with the dews of night To perfect himself in the 
glorious study of Astronomy, was the one absorbing 

desire of his life. And to facilitate this, w.-ls the main in- 
ducemeut for tbrming a co-partnership with Wul 1L 
Forbes, which would isolate him in the heart of the 
Indian country for the five succeeding jeara. The 
lumber which entered into the construction of his sttnre, 
was drawn more than two hundred miles^ and none 
could be obtained nearer. 

Goods were readily converted into furs, «id these 
into gold, which poured into the coffers of the firm like 
rain from full clouds. True, the life of Spencer was in 
jeopardy, or, to use his own words, he was obliged to 
**risk his scalp** in carrying out his designs ; for though 
he had many professed fiiends among them, those who 
sought his advice, and offered to him their daughters 
for wives, which he rejected witii a firmness they could 
but respect, yet he well knew there was many a secret 
lurking foe, who would not hesitate to do him any 
amount of eviL 

Once his store was fired in the night time, when, hut 
for timely notice by his Argus-eyed friends, he and all 
his goods would have been consumed. 

Another time, liis store had, all the evening, been 
filled with those who came for trade or gossip, when, at 
a late hour, he drank from a pail of water, to which all 
had had free access. An unusual taste excited his sus- 
picion, in test of which he gave some to a cat, which 
died in violent convulsions, in less than a minute. In^ 

vestigation proved the presence of strychnine. His 

C 
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hdftvy moustacbe bad collected the poison, and thus 
saved his life Those more honorable than their fel- 
lows, tried, ill both of these instances, to iind oat the 
guilty, but investigation was a Mlura He had learned 
thereby a lesson of caution, and that» as a race, the 
Sioux were worthy of little confidenca 

Ml*, bpeucer was en route to visit hi& host of St Paul 
friends, where he held membership in the First Baptist 
Church, and stopped to spend the Sabbath at the 
Agency. He was at the store oi Ids partner when the 
attack was made, and thinking theie must be some 
mistake in what he saw, was looking on in perfbct won- 
der, till recalled by the power of three convincing bul- 
let& But as Mr. Spencer stili lives, after being forty 
days regarded as dead, we shall let him tell his own 
story, simply adding, that Chapter was commenced 
as a biography when there was scarcely a hope of his 
being aUva That he was shot, and. said he must die, 
was all that his escaped friend knew of him or his fate. 
But there was **joy in that city," when it was told that 
he lived, was safe with his Indian Mend, who designed 
to restore him to his white friends, as soon as safe to 
do so. 

The engraving represents him in the dress in which 
he was taken captive, the bullet holes being distincfl j 

seen, "VVhilo a captive, he was, as all others, obliged 
to wear the Indian costume, but his clothes, watch, dia- 
mond pin and ring, together with his money, were care- 
ftilly kept, by his Indian friend, and returned to hiiu 
on his releasa 
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CHAPTER Yin. 

CAPTIVIT7 AKD BBLEASS OF OEOBOE H. SPENCER, AS 

GIVEK BT HIMSELF. 

"Upon Monday morning, August 18th, 1862, the 
dissatis&cticHi wbicb had long been manifested by the 
Mile-na-kan-toan and Wah-pc-ku-te bands of the Sioux 
Indians, reached the culminating point, and inaugura- 
ted one of the most horrible maasaores of which we 
have any record. 

^'About six o'clock in the mourning, the inhabitants 
of the Agency wm, aa usual, puisuiiig ihetr customary 
avocations, littie dreaming that that bright and beauti- 
ful sun which wm diffiising its genial rays over the 
earth, had risen for the last time upon them, and that 
when he should have performed his daily journey, and 
ret Limed to his resting place at eve, their mutilated and 
mangled remains would be left food for the vultures, 
and their unprepared souls summoned into the pres* 
ence of their Creator. 

"I had arrived in the place on Saturday evening, the 
16th. On Sunday evening, the 17 th, I attended the 
Eev. Mr. Hinman's Church, where I heard a very fine 
and appropriate sermon. Had the Eev. gentleman 
known that the events which transpired on the following 
morning were to have taken place, he could not have 
preached a more appropriate sermon for the occasion. 

"On Monday morning, about six o'clock, on going 
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to the door, I noticed an uiiTisaal nmnber of Indians 
coming down the ro^id into the village, all armed aud 
naked, except the- breeck-cloth. I knew it was a war 
party, and upon arriving in the viDage, they divided 
into Bmall parties, and stationed themselves around 
eveiy building in the place, and npon inquiring of those 
around our building — (the store of Wm. BL Forbes) — 
what the matter was, I woa told that some of the 
enemy were seen near by, and diat they were going to 
attack them. Snpix)8ing they meant Chippewas, I 
thought no more about the matter. Presently, how- 
ever, I heard the tiring of guns, and hideous yelling 
outside, when I rushed to the door, with five or six oth- 
ers, and just had time to .<ee that the tradin<]^ house of 
Messrs. Myrick & Co., haii been attacked by them, and 
that they were firing into it, when a volley was dis- 
charged at us. Four men fell dead, and I received 
three balls, one thmugh my right arm, another struck 
me in the right In^east, and the third in the stomach. 
One white man, William Bourat, and a half-breed boy, 
were not hit I did not fail, and with these two, rushed 
up staiiSL Upon reaching the foot of the stairs, I turn- 
ed to see if they were following, w^hen I saw the store 
was filling with Indians, and one had followed me to 
the stairs, where, placing his double-barrel gun almost 
against my body, endeavored to shoot me, but, provi- 
dentially, both barrels missed fire, and I succeeded in 
reaching the upper story, without further injury.* 

*T]iis TniliMii, intent on the life of Spencer, was one whom, with 1 i> f,i:iilh-, 
he had kept, two winters, from atarratioxi ; in ehort, had been his moat availabio 
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^ Ailer being up stairs a short time, tlie haif-breed| 
looking thiougk the window, saw an Indian, to whom 

he called. The Indian told him to come dowm, and he 
should not be hurt; he thereupon opened the door and 
went down* 

"It was a trap door, secured by two or three boxes 
of guns, making it quite uupoBsible for the Indians to 
c^pen fixsn below. 

"Boaratalso gayeUinsdf into their lianda^ and after 
getting outside of the houbc, perceiving a good oj>por- 
tunity, started, and ran Sar hh. The Indians faed 
upon Mm, and two charges of dnek-ahot ainiok him 
in the side and hips. 

«<He fell, and feigned death. Some of them then 
tiirew some fitiekB of wood upon him, bat he never 
moved, ami they, supposing him to be deiul, U'ft liim, 
saying they would come back and cut liim up, when 
thmr othw work was done. After a while, seeing the 
coast clear, he succeeded in inaking his escape. 

"The half-brccd,^ through fear, I am inclined to 
think, jcHned the Indians in some of their raids, and 
confessed to having killed a white woman. lie was 
among those who surrendered themselves to Gen. Sib- 
ley's command, and was conyieted and executed at 
Mankato, with ti)e others. 

''Being thus Ml alone up stairs, and my wounds be- 
coming painful, I threw myself upon a bed, expectmg, 
if I did not very soon die, that the Indians would come 

* uniao wu« Fuuliiu Oaicr^otHw u pupil of iha writer, and by hur tttUjfiit tk4» 

flm rodinmits of ediuatloa* Bo «m nov « in teoM' alevo. 
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up and dispatch ma Whik lying there, I could hear 

distinctlv, all tluit was jjfoiuLr on l>elow. 

^'1 soon leiirneti, irom thoir oouveisation, that they 
were afraid to ibUow me up stum^ as they had the im- 
pression that I was standing at the liead of the stairs, 
with a gun. There were four cases of double barreled 
shot guufl^ and one case of iifle% in the upper story, of 
which they were awara They proceeded to open the 
boxes and bales of goods and to carry tiiein oul They 
appeared very anxiouB to get at the guns, but would 
not oome up, each one fearing to be the first one up, as 
they supposed he would be shot They talked of tiring 
the building. Fearing this, I arose quietly, and took 
off my shoes, and took a bed-oordandattadbed one end 
to the b*xl-}H >st, and carried the other end to one of the 
windows, which 1 raised. 1 thought ii they did apply 
the torch, I would lower myself to the ground and take 
the chances of being shot again, rather tlian to be burnt 
to deiith. About this time, an Indian ealled out to lue, 
from below, to come down, that I should not be hurt, 
or, as he expressed it, 'you shall live.' I went to the 
door, but not recognizing him, refused to go down. I 
had been in tight places before^ among the Indians of 
the plains, but a kind providence had always watched 
over me, and delivei-ed me salely, and I now put my 
trust in that same Power, to deUver me from this most 
dangerous situation. 

**Thus mattei's stood, and things began to look des- 
perate, when I heard a well known, and to me^ most 
welcome voice^ shouting my name from below. I reo- 
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ognized the voioe at onoe, and iiastened to the dootf 
and called him upL Imsaavedforthepreseniyatany 
rate. It was the voice of my Indian comrade, Wii-kin- 
yaU'tu-wa, (Chaska.) We had beea intimate Meads 
and ccnnrades for the past ten years, and he happened 
Id hear that I was wounded, but still living, and hast* 
ened to where I wa^^, to save me, if possible. Wlien 
he came up, several others followed him, some of whom 
took me by the hand, and appeared to be very sony 
that I had been hurt My friend asked me *if I was 
badly hurt, and if I thought I would dia' I replied, I 
did not know, but that my woonds were very painfoL 
He then said tliat he would take me home with him, 
and cure me, if he could, and if I died, he would buiy 
me like a white man. 

^'He then assisted me in getdi^ down stairs, wh^ 
several Indians cried out, 'kill him I kill him I show 
mercy to nonel qpare no AmericanT itc^ when my 
friend, who was unarmed, seized a hatchet that was 
lying near by, and declared that he would cut down the 
first one who tried to do me any fixrther iajury. Wa> 
kin-yan-tu-wa had always been noted for his bravery 
on the wiir-path agaiiisL the Chipjiewas, and tliey knew 
that he was not to be trifled with. Said he, ^tins is my 
friend and comrade; we have been comrades for ten 
years, and if you had killed him before I got here, of 
course I could have said nothing, but now that I have 
Bern him, I will protect him or die with hint 

'They then suffered him to pass out Afrer getting 
out of the house, he gave me in charge of a couple of 
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sqimws, and told them to take care of me while he got 

u wagon to carry me home. His lodge was about four 
mi led above, at Little Crows village. Aiiter puttmg me 
in the wagon, he ordered the aqnawa to take me home, 
Baying that he would be along in a few minute& We 
were stopped on tlie way three or four times, by anned 
Indians, on horse-back, who would ride up to the wagon, 
and demand *what that meant'* Upon being told, by 
the squaws, tiiat 'this is VWkin-yan-ta-wa's fiiend, and 
he has saved his life,' we were allowed to pass on, and 
reached the lodge in safety. 

"My friend soon came home with some roots, with 
which, aft^ washing me, he dressed my wounds, which 
were, by this time, exceedingly painful Several of the 
Indiaiis came in to see rue, and to talk over their 
wrongs, (?) &c, and the reasons why they had declared 
war. 

*'Jjittle Crow, with wlioiii I had been personjilly ac- 
quainted ibr many years, came in to see me frequently, 
and assured me that I need have no fears, that I should 
be well treated, and thouglit that I could be very use- 
ful to him as soon as I recovered from my wounds. 
This professed friendship, however, did not last long, 
for my friend utterly refused to join in the war against 
the whites — Little Crow attributed it to my iniluence 
over him — and they frequently quarreled in r^ard 
to the disposition that was to be made of ma" 

* Thk was tho flnt adult malo captive whoeel|ft was savedt and flw only one. 
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U, S. TKOOPS CUT TO PIECES. 

At the time of the outbreak, only eighty men, all told, 
garrisoned Fort Eidgley, which was distant from Bed 
Wood twdve imle& At nine o'clock, the first breath* 
less refugee had told th^ of the awful daughter, and 
one-haii oi the command, with Capt Marsh, post com- 
mander, v&e hasdljr moving toward the scene of gim> 
naga 

At noon, tlicy approach the ferry, but all is as qniet 
as death, with which they are surrounded. Not a red 
skin is to beseen. The ferry boat is on the other side, 
and the ferryman killed. There is no means of cross- 
ing the river, and tliey ^va^t in consultation, and doubt 
how to proceed. The ambushed Indians, all stained 
with blood of the slain, see their dilemma, and lose no 
time in wily inovenients to surround them. Crawling 
through grass and bushes to a bend above, they get 
across the river in canoes, and by moving unperceived 
by the troops, till sending one forward with instructions 
to detain them in fi'icndly couvei*sation through In- 
terpreter Quinn, whom they beckoned to their aid till 
•the adroit manoeuvre is successfnl. Then a galling, a 
terrible fire is poured upon them from both sides of 
the river. In panic they broke and run, but twenty- 
six of tlicir number fell, to rise no more. Capt Marsh, 
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a brave man, bat bewilderod by the uiieiq)ected on* 
daught, mahed into the river, aword and pistol in hand, 

08 Iiiri uiily means of escape. Whether bis dcMtli was 
occasioned by an enemy's ball or by drowning, is 
not known. He was carried down by the corrent, and 
one iiiuiilii later was found rimoiig driftwood, one mile 
bdcnv, his body in a remarkable state of preservatiou. 
He had been stripped of his coat and sword, which 
liud heea worn and ilourislied by Uie defiant savage, as 
testilied by Spencer. 

The remnant of the command, fourteen in number, 
reached the Fort by different routes during the day, 
where the wildest alarm now reigned. Eefugees, 
many of whom were wounded, and all torn, worn and 
weary had come in, to the number of five hundred 
The »stock. of aminiinition wa^ ^jinail ; their leader dead, 
and only thirty men capable of bearing arms. What 
was to be done in ease of attack, which might come, 
any moment? It was a question Uj be tested! lie 
who ^'is stronger than the strong man armed," taught 
them, most emphatically, in the lessons which follow* 
ed — '^that the race is not the swift nor the battle to 
the strong." 

With the other events of the day to be chronicled, was 

the arrival of the lonir-delayed annuities, but for the 
delay of which, tli«^ trouble would have been postponed 
or prevented. It is but personal j ustice, however, to say, 
that t1ie delay was unavoidable, *'tlie powei*s that W 
having had much trouble in pureliasing the gold, for 
such was the treaty stipulation, and with no other Ainds 
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would tkej be satisHed. Tiiks b&yiug been ibrieitedy 
their treatjr, aimiilled by their own base hands, it jb 
needless to say, never went to the Agency. 

The reader will recollect, that sume two week^ pre- 
viotts to the general outbreak, Lieat Sheehan, with 
one hundred men, had been ordered to Tellow Medi* 
cine, that their armed presence might awe into quiet, 
the hordes of Indians awaiting ^*payment" From 
thenee he had been ordered to attend Oommissioner 
Dole, in elForts to make a treaty with the lied Lake 
Indiana So, when the blow was struek, the match 
ignited ao soon to produce a conflagration, the glare of 
which would be seen all over the State, yea, and na- 
tion, he was forty miles away in rapid march north- 
ward. 

Ordei's were dispatched for his return, and liis men 
hurried tlirough most of the way on **double quick,'* 
and providentially arrived at the Fort on Tuesday 
noon, Aug. 19th, having made tlie di^iUince in li 1-2 
liours. The command now, by the death of Capt 
Marsh, devolved on lieut Sheehan, and how nobly 
:in<I how well he performed his duty, we shall s<Kjn 
see. The mantle of the lamented dead fell not on 
unworthy or un£tting shouldenei 

Tiie morning previous to the outbreak, Maj. Gal- 
braith, government a^- iit, wiio apprehended no more 
trouble, had left his ^unily and post to raise the eom< 
pany of Renville Rangers, had reached the Fort, fifty 
strong. When tidings of the outi>reak rear; hod them, 
they were on the way to Fort Snelhng, to be mustered 
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into the y(dunteer service of the g&aeral goyenuuenty 
in response to the first three hundred thousand calL 

Thus in one day was that little hiuidiul, unexpected- 
ly when hope was well nigh sinking, re-enforoed by 
one hundred men, ready for action. Without these, 
the Fort must have fallen, and an unparalleled massa- 
cre have ensued. 

For days^ Maj. Gralbraith continued in the active 
discharge of duty, writhing with intense desire for the 
fate of his family, whom he had little doubt had shai*ed 
in the general massacra This gave intensity to his 
e^orts to meet the foe, and vigor to his arm when the 
siege hail commenced. He would avenge theii* death I 
He. would mete to tliem the fall reward of their doings. 
But, fortunately, these, after many dajs^ were heard 
from. Tliey had made their escape mid dangers tliiek 
around them, and now the husband and iatkcr heara 
of them in St* Paul 
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YELLOW KEDICIKX. 

The aettlemeut at Yellow Medicine is empbaticalljr 
a fiumtng oommimity, the conntty for miles being laid 

oi: iii eii>:htv acre farms, on wliiclj are comfortaMc 
houses and other ])uil(linga The owners are ^'iarmer 
indians," and thia is the eneoiirageineirt which govenir 
nient gives to all who will adopt the cusU>nis and 
habits of the whites. Here at llazelwood, wan the 
MiflBion station of Eev. Mr. Biggs; and here, in th^ 
little chapel, on Sunday, while the Acton tragerly was 
being enacted, wa.s celebrated the Huppcr oi our Ixml 
and Savior, of which several Indians partook. We 
speak of this here, becaose these persons, thns remem- 
bering Him, were so soon to act an all-important 
in the temporal salvation of their white neighbors. 

One mile below this point was the Mission honse of 
Rev. Dr. Williamson, of whom the writer iuui many 
pleasant and almost Maternal remembrances; and, 
three miles below this, the Agency, with all the gov- 
ernineut l^uildiiiL^^ and the dwellinLi-^ of other citizens. 
Here, the ' upper Indians" came, annually to pay- 
ment, and here, in addition to those residing here, they 
were now gathered, to the number of several thousand, 
for this purposa 

Secure, as in months agone, the people had slept 
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that night, and the morning dawned as others, bright 
and beautiful, fUU of hope and piomise, for there were 
no premonitions of danger. They knew not that all 
day long the council lire in the Dakota encampment, 
the same which, two weeks before, had withdrawn its 
threatening atittude, bnmed with fearfiil brilliancy; 
that their great captain, the Devil, had sthred the de- 
moniac spirit in their hearts, till the war-spirit was 
sending its lightning Hashes fiom theur eyes, and mad- 
dening tliem for the onset lie L;i(l instig^itcd them 
simultaneously to strike tlie blow oi extermination, and 
dnped them into the belief that they were folly ade* 
quate to the task. Then they sbonld be a great and 
mighty people, like the *'big knives" (Americana) 
Other tribes would see and admit their greatness when 
the tree of prosperity should wave over them, and 
they would have no need of war, for their acknowl- 
edged power would forever keep their enemies in awa 
John Other-Day, the christian name of one seated in 
that council, was, four years before, a miserable drunken 
Indian ; now his very presence seemed a terror to those 
inclined to eviL What had wrought the change? 
Hear what he saith : "It is the religion of Jesus Christ 
alone j bat for tiiis, I should have been the bloodiest of 
the murderers." Who shall gainsay the power of the 
living vital principle which can so tame the savage 
heart? 

His dress was now the white man's, and by his side sat 
a white woman, whom he had brought from Washing- 
ton to be ''the Indian s bride" and the light ol his 
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home, wUch bad been traaasfoimed from a bark lodge 
to a comfortable brick house He urged them to heed 

no more the muttering war tliunders, but listen to the 
good spirit r^^ping at their hearts, and patientlj await 
their annuities, and then return peaceably to their 
hom^, adopt the customs and industrious habits of 
the whites, and the religion which the missionaries 
preached, so would they be {H^oaperous and happy. 
Though he could not prevent, he evidently delayed 
the decision. 

Just as sunset's rosy tints were thrown athwart the 
sky, a horseman, with flashing eye, flowing hair and 

blood-stained blanket, rode up to the council circle. 
Intuitively they understand the message he brings. 
Every determined warrior springs to his feet and dutch- 
es liis musket. The work of destruction lias com- 
menced lied Wood is a heap of smouldering ruins. 
Other-Day waits to hear no mora Taking.hia wife by 
the arm, he moves in the direction of the Agency, 
and loses no time in warning all of their danger. 
In obediemse to his directions, sixty two persons flee 
to the Agency warehouse, a strong brick building, for 
safety. Around this buildings with four otkei"B, he 
keeps faithful watch all that anxious night 

Still outside of these, a hostile guard was set, with 
the supjx)sed intent of dispatching them and attacking 
the building, at the moment when came the signal for 
general attack. But the Almighly Buler thwarted 
their purposes, and permitted these sixty-two ^'Ci-sons 
to eiicap©, and saved the populace alive. 
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At Uie sombre gray oi dawn, the sharp crack of 
mnakjeitry was heaid^ followed by loud and triumphant 

yells. The hostile guard yell in fiendiBh response, and 
run for theix simre of the booty. The attack was on 
the govemmeat stores, and richest spoils awaited those 
soonest on the ground. Their preconcerted signal had 
fiiiied, through venal desire. By this bold daish, their 
own hands were greatly strengthened, the hand of re- 
sistance weakened. At the two Agencies, during these 
two day5«, they took some twenty tons of aiiimunition 
to aid in their deadly work. 

Seeing the ooast dear, Other-Day and his party has- 
tily juvjKirc for evacuation of tlicir night's quarters. 
The sixty-two persons, with a small amount of pro- 
visions, were crowded into hve wagons, and before the 
sun had arisen, they had looked their kust on their 
pleasant iiomes and the scenes which association had 
rendered dear. 

From Tuesday raorn till Friday noon they wandered 
over the prairie, with little rest for man or beast, when 
they found themselves directly opposite the Lower 
Agency, only tliirty eight miles in advance of their 
starting point They .had desired, on crossing the 
river, to take the main road to the Fort^ to which 
Otlier-Day would not listen, and refosed to act longer 
• as their protector, unless they yielded to his wish. 
Events proved the wisdom of his choice, and the only 
course by which they could have escaped massacre. 

We regard Jolm Oiher-Day as one having tliis es]:>e- 
cial mission to lulhll, as one whose heart the Lord had 
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piepaiied to act l^yeiy part in the bloody diai^ A 
ftill week liad passed before all were safely boused 
with Mends at various points at the lower settlements, 
truly gmteM for their escape^ and anzious for the fvL* 
tnreL 

Mr. Ganne, a pioneer and for several years a trader 
at Yellow Medicine, indined not to credence of the 
reports brought to him at an early hour, and at all 
events resolved to stay and defend liis property to the 
last ; but before many hours, he found reality in the 
alann, and ail night vigorously deeded himself and 
his barricaded buildinor. He listened not to their fire- 
quent calls to sunender, and was finally hit by a ball 
fired in at a window. He escaped &om the rear of 
the building and reached the warehouse, about a half 
a mile distant, where Other-Day and his paity were 
oonvened. His wounds aroused them to a keener 
sense of their danger. Before tiie terminus of their 
eventful journey, the sufferings of Mr. Garvie became 
so great they were obliged to leave him in the care of 
a firiend, where death soon came to his leleaaa 
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CHAPTER XL ' 

THE FAMILY OF AN OLD SEriLER TAKEN CAmVEa 

Joseph R Brown was one of the earliest adven- 
tiixern in the then undelined lixnitB ot Minnesota. He 
hasactedaconspieuotuipartin the various aetdementSi 
and, understanding the language perfectly, had often 

been an im[)ortaut agent in the adjustment of Sioux 
mattera Hia wife is a full-blood Sioux, whose mother 
Blill liveB with her triba His present residence is a 
few miles below Yclluw Mc<liciiio, and his family, at 
the time of the outbreak, numbered fourteen. Most of 
his children had been pupils of the writer when he re- 
sided iu St Paul, and therefore it was with no ordiuaiy 
emotion that we received tidings of the massacre of 
the entire &mily« Mr. Brown himself returning firom 
the East, read the sanie in a St Tan I daily, while on 
board a steamer, and knew not to the contrary, till in 
the vicinity, he learned instead they were captives in 
savage hands. 

On Monday, the 18th, Miss Ellen Brown went to 
see her grandmother at Yellow Medicine, and was by 
licr informed and warned of the bloody intent She 
returned home in alarm, but the family discredited it^ 
to find it too sure on the following morning. It was 
earnest and hasty work then. Two teams were got 
ready, and they started for the Fort Angus BrowUi 
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Jharles Blair, his brother-in-law, and hired man, re- 
mained to see the way things were goiug, and follow 
on horseback. They were joined bj two men who had 
crossed the river and come npon them nnawares. Ap- 

prehensive that the enemy miglit approach them in the 
same way, thej turned the cattle loose and started on 
afterthe&milj. Blair rode ahead, and oyertook them at 
Patterson *s Rapids, where tliey were ])risuiiei's in tlio 
hands of about twenty Indians. Tins savage party 
averred they had as yet shed no blood, and did not 
wish to begin there, as all of these, except Mr. Blair, 
were allied to them by blood. They shook hands 
with him in a mock Mendly manner, ordered him to 
dismount, appropriating his horse to their own nse. 
The balance of the equestrian party, re-enforced by 
other refugees, were also taken prisoners, and from some 
strange freak the men allowed to go on with the rigid 
injunction "to speak to no one on the way" — the first 
instance where men in their power were leit unharmed, 
which was owing to Sioux blood. 

As the captive party proceed, half bewildered by 
the rapidly occurring events, and half doubting the 
reality of their experience, they are startled to its ^11 
consciousness by the sight of three dead mangled bod- 
ies. They, too, might be awaiting a like fate 1 

After various erratic movements on the part of their 
captors, they were taken to the top of Bed Wood hill, 
and there compelled to listen to a discussion as to the 
disposition to be made of them. An old Indian woman, 
seeing their danger and desirous to save ihem, got off the 
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Browns, by secret manoeuvre, to Little Crow's village, 
and into an upper room of the chiefs hoxusa 

Here they remained, Ambling with apprehension, 
till a late hour in the evening, when Little Crow him* 
self came up, and kindly diook hands with all. Evi- 
dently, on his part, there was noliostile design. But 
he shook liis head when Mrs. Brown spoke of ransom, 
and would not listen to it or encourage the hope. 

He, however, assured them, they should all, except 
Blair, be safe from hostile hands, but refused to insin- 
ii.'ito his destiny. lie evidently' wished kis escape, and 
it was to iacilitate this tliat he l>lew out the light be- 
fore going down stains. Little Crow went ofif into the 
village, and a young Indi^i soon came whom he had 
commission^ to aid Blair in escaping. Hasty |)repa- 
rations followed, which left him ^^shaven and shorn," 
as well as blackened and blanketed^ Several times, 
suspicious ones tried to pull his blanket from his face, 
as he followed his guide tlirough their village^ When 
two rods beyond its limits, he was told to "go," and 
needed not a second bidding. 

That night he went into a marsh, where, for half a 
day, he floundered in the mud, and then lay in the tall 
grass for four days, eating only two crackers, which the 
old sqimw had given him when he left. Whenever he 
raised his head to reconnoitre, he held grass before his 
face — an Indian trick, but for which he would have 
been seen, for the woods around were filled with them. 
On the fifth day he crossed the river, keeping under 
cover of a log which he pushed before 1dm, and at 
night reached the Fort in safety. 
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THJS PAKia 

Despite the unbelief evinced in the ^^Tntroduction," 
the reader has seen it was not all a ^ 'scare," and a cer- 
tain fertility of imagination enabled me to take a 
bird's eye view of tlie arena of tliree hundred miles, 
while the h^rt pulsates with fear for the safety of the 
enactom 

In eveiy direction are seen men, women and diildren 
with streaming hair, en dishabille^ or garments rent 
and tom, perhaps blood-stained, in wild confusion fly- 
ing fiom the theatre of actual danger. Horsemen, 
fiightened out of their wits, are flying through the 
country, giving the alarm, perhaps when there is no 
oause for it, and the people *^ee for their lives," as if 
a dozen Indians were at their heels, and their toma- 
hawks raised above their heads. Mothers go one way, 
children another, while perhaps the husband and &ther 
hidea himself £rom sheer firight, or becomes powerless 
for action from the same cause. Some hide in the tall 
prairie grass ; some seek the covert of the woods ; 
some rush to the riyer and take to the nearest water 
crafl they see, and others fly to the nearest village, to 
find it quite evacuated, and feel themselves compara- 
tively safe in the deserted houses they enter. 

One instance w6 know of, and were assuied thero were 
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not a low of the same order, where a niotlier, alone 
with four children, was preparing them for bed. A 
messenger called £nom without, that *4ihe Indians 

would soon be upon tlieiii, and wrre inurdoriDg ii il in 
their way." The clitldreu were almost nude at tiie 
moment, the mother but little in advance of th^ and 
barefooted, threw one child over her shoulder, took her 
Lal)e in lier iu*ms, bade the others, one on each side, to 
hold to hear skirt, and thus, though raining hard, 
she ran eight miles, never laying down her biuden or 
stoppiug for breath, wliile she saw an Indian on eveiy 
stump, and a blanket in every bush; and this whero 
^re was not then an Indian within a hundred miles 
oi' tlienL 

I hope my reader will not indulge a smile, audible 
or odierwise, at this panic scene, for ^^I myself' con- 
fess to a feeling akin to this, even though a citizen of 
St Paul, a hundred miles or more away, though with 
no disposition to run. I wished to see it out, and then 
write it in a book for you to see what we suffered, my 
good friend. I had been over all tins ai-ena, and I 
knew the Indian ^man acquaintance of fifteen yearsy 
and I knew no good of him. Now, the least street 
alarm would unseal the eye-lids and bring my nerve- 
quivering body to the window, for the Indians might 
even come here, and so cat-hke were thdr movments, 
that the town misfht be half destroyed before an alann 
was sounded I Many lainiiies actually went "below, * 
while those &om "above" were rushing here for safety. 

Do you remember, reader, of the horrid ''scare sto- 
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zies^' of the auraeiy, aboat the Indiaiifi, and of the #6er 
leaaoDfi of oar flohooL books^ and how the impraskm 
of terror mixed in the mind with thu \ erv name of 
Indian 'I You would have nm then at the sight of a 
paanve Indian, and these impceoBODB were now hay- 
ing their froitioii of leai; You, no doubt, would have 
done the same. 

But it was not every where thiuL Far up tiie valley, 
tlie alam started, and like a wild toniada» it rushed on, 
till every house was liiled in all the visages of thxa so 
lately quiet and beautifol valley ; eveiy stKmg build- 
ing was bairieaded, and hastily put in Aebest possible 
state for defense. Arms and ammunition of all kinds 
were ooucentcated with all speed, and brave hearts, 
i&en, yes MMS of will and purpose^ rssolved to do or 
die. 

Still they come, those worn and weary refugees; 
One mother has dropped her darling in&nt by the 
wayside, and being hotly pursued, could not stop to 
reoover it A child has seen its parents, perhaps both, 
fidl beneath a murderous buUet or tomidiawk, and 
baraly escape with lifei Alas, "there is no more room 
in the inn in mxmy hamlets, every house is an inn, 
and e^ety wcMnan a nurse, and, pitiable to relate^ nota 
few are dbliged to tum ftem what would gladly have 
been a Mcndiy shelter to the cov^eil of bushes, and 
the protection of Him who ''carnes the lambs in his 
bofloin," and to the ministnitions of those who 

«*Walk t^e earth Tmso^n, 

hiAh wjwi we atoep md wbea we wake.*' ^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



7B 



On Ihe mori m&oto bosn^ffies, red lights darted 
ftthwart the sky in the night time, and dense pillars of 
smoke ofaeovred the mm in the day — the light and 
anoke ef bonniig homu D and ripened gnun-fields. 

As if to add to one night of terrific horror, a storm 
of thunder and Ugfataing, and wind and nan^ lell en 
ihoee ehetteileeB onee, wo lately in die homes of eom^ 
fort Vivid flashes made the darkness visible, felt 
ahnoei^ as in Egypt in the day ot the jdaguea. It is 
no IMatky no ftney eketdi, imder, nor ivaa it a single 

instance, but innumerahle, that ^v]len the heavens 
eleared, when the sou again rose on these roofless 
moiherB, it rose, ateo^ for the first tme, on anew exwt- 

ence. A new lif'ej a being of immortal destiny was 
£>lded in the arms and feebly dasped to the bosom of 
that mother. YeSi during sorronndings like the abore, 
many a child was bom ; many a sad-hearted mother 
prayed the angels wonld take it before it should know 
scnrow or be left to die from stsrvation a^ 
or worse, to ftll into die hands of ilie meiEciless aay- 

Letllie {date be adjusted sosato ^eiatbeaoene 
entire; lettheskilUblarlirtdagaemotypelliessinein 

an actual life view, — would it all be told ? Ah, no I 
none but tiie Divine Artist can daguerreotype tiie 
lieart throbs, and mental and physical throes in these ter- 
rible days of panic and fright Faithfally registered 
in heaven, it is kept for the wond^ and admiratiozi of 
the angelsl Every pang is numbered, ^^my tear is 
bottled," fcff the foture healing of those suffering 
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hfiarts, on whom the calamity not in xighteous in- 
dignation and jndgmeii^ as cm aoma 
True, xsoMtk of ihe abore deaoribed panic oocwred 

where there was uo imuiediate or present cause for it ; 
yet it cannot be wondmd at Fteek eKdtement was 
oonatoatly impacrled by eontfaraal amrals^ as waa new 
vigor to the flight by the fears which acciiiiiulaled at 
every With ail who participated in the paniC) 

tile canae to them waa raaL Titey aufSfirod equally, in 
mind, with those who were flying from the actual mur- 
derous scenes, ibr such there were, as the reader has 
aaeik and AaH preaantly aea They beliered them to 
follow doae in Ae wake of thoae who told die tala 
In short, to be just upon them ; hence, hke the snow- 
ball gathering balk and power aa it roUa over the in* 
eUned plain, did this panic-ball xoll on, depopulating 

the whole country in it^ course. 

Dormg that meinomble Monday, Aug. ISth, the In- 
diana nuDiged over Biown eonnty, elated with the pre- 
vie us day's s access, carrying death and carnage wher- 
ever they went Those who here escaped their mur- 
deKOoa handsy roabed to the channing little town of 
New Ulm, and, added to the population, made about 
2,000 soulfli 

Gov. Bamaey, in his meeaage to the Legialatoi^ 
aocm after oonvened, says, ^Biown county, adjacent to 

the Sioux Reservation, has felt the worst effects of 
tins calamity. It waa peopled chiefly by Creimana, 
and tiieir neat eottagea and fine fimna gave evidence 

of the superior thrift and industry which distinguish 
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this dafis oi oar foreign-bom citizens. Driven irom 
ibeir luHnes, their pn^pertf doMroy^ or plunderod, 
rcibbed evea ci tbear hoiuidiold goods — many of tiiem 
mourning wives, hatbands, children and parents mnr- 
dend— tbair beautifal and busy towu of New Ulio, 
aad tbflir own homea a blaekwied heap of raiiia:-^ 

these poor fugitives, many of whom cannot s] icak OUP' 
language, are especially deserving our sympathies.'^ 

''InaU pKofaabiUt7, not less tlMdO,aoaaieiiivolv«d, 
directly or indirectly, in tlie lo^ki of life or loss of pro- 
perty, from pillage, destructioii, or abandonment,'' md 
the detaib of each fiunily or individual experietiee 
would make a volume of thrilling interest 
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CHAPTER XHL 



ATXAGK OK N£W ULK. 

Fifteen miles below Ridgley, on tlie opposite side of 
the MioafiBota rivor, at the mouth of the Cotkmwood, 
ibeneit little town <tf New Ulm, ecuiteiiring about 

1,500 inhabitanta Xatiire bad fumislicd an inritin^^; 
site and been laviah with charms on the 8urro\mdiDg& 
Sad to aaj, a ebus of infidel Oermans weie fbaA at> 
tracted by its beauty — were first to btiild here their 
homes. The onginal propietors had stipulated that 
no cboieh edifiee sfaould emt "disgraee its Boil,'^ under 
penalty of returni^ to the fonner ownem Thna, 
with no religious restraints, they became strong in 
wickedness, defiant of the restraints of the Gospel, 
and raaolved that no minister should be allowed to 
live among them. One they drove from the place, and 
another was annoyed in every possible way. Even 
priiTBlaGbrifrfaaiiaeoiiMnotUvem Thej built 

a dancing hall, and the Sabbaths were epoit in drink- 
ing and dancing: Wealth had rolled into their cof- 
fers, and they said, *'our own bands have gotten it'' 
Am die erowning act of their ungodlinesst ^ioim of the 
*'baser sort" paraded the strei^ts one briL^lit Sabbath 
day, while Heaven was pi < i aring the ''viaia of wrath" 
at Aeton, bearing it moek figure, purporting to repre^ 
iseut our blessed Savior, and labeled with vile and 



biyilizuQ by 



82 DAKOTA WAB WHOOP. 

blasphemous mottoes ; and the closiiiig scene of the 
day ma bimiiiig him in effigy. 

Searoely had lihe smoke of tiienr tmholy doings 
ceased to riscj as if calling for Heaven's vengeance, 
when, panio-stnick, the enaotois hide themselyea as if 
from the WTftlh of the Almighty. The {headings mi 
threats of women to protect their homes were alike 
nnaraiHng. Kew Ulm was doomed. The daaoe hall 
escaped tiie genemt confli^ratioii^ where *Hiie wrath of 
man was made to ])raise Him," in being afterward used 
for worahip by the troops stationed them Yes, He 
who was here so lately derided and eroeifled afraahf 
was now worshipped and adored 

Becruiting for the volunteer s^rvide, some of its cit- 
usena found, on Monday afkemoon, several ^iad bodies, 
horribly mutilated, a few miles back of town. Hasten- 
. ing home to give the alarm, this party was fired upon 
by Indiana in ambush, some of their number and twi» 
horses killed. The panie, increased by the constant 
arrival of reftigees, who had barely escaped the bullet^ 
the knife or tomahawk, beoame teanibkL 

In iexpectalioB of an immediate attack, no man Ibr 
the emergency was near. A few there were, brave, 
Gk)d-feahng men, who stood firm and imscared, ready 
to confront tbe dax^^, wtth a suitable leader* 

Midway between St Peter and Traverse, whicb. arc 
separated only by a school section, is the mansion of 
Judge Flandrau, |brty miles &om New Ulnt On Tues- 
day morning, while it was yet dark, the Judge was 
aroused by a violent rapping at his doox; The start- 
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ling news needed no repetition, Eapid movements en- 
sued Fraliminaries were arranged ibx advanced ao* 
tim; ibooare of irifeaadoliMeoiiimittod toaainyalid 
relative from New York Citj^ with peremptory orders 
to make the best time with a nag wiio^e travelling 
qoalitiQi never won him a rapnlatioa fiir ^^ftst^" till 
past tke Ime of dwngfer. Bf noon of 1^ day, his own 
house was closed, and he, with a company of one hun- 
dpod aod My men, trae as ste^ «id of the bett mettlei 
im tesAf to loareh to ilie ^%mit of war." 

At ib iir o'clock the saine day, the dreaded assailants, 
three kandzed strong, b^eged the town. The entire 
populalkm yrm hvddM together, in boueea, iiuide of 
two squares, and utterly powerless, jfrom fright, when 
the fixst voUey was .fired Fortunately, a party of 
eif^teen men had preceded the main body fiom St 
Peler, but vain were ihdr effixrts to rally the ponio- 
stricken citizena The Indians had fiist fired with long 
range gnnfli fifom the top of die table-land, and while 
dwy wm advaaeing, this brave Utde body hastily or* 
gamzed and advanced to meet the skulking foe, who 
were now intrenched behind buildings, pouring their 
mnrdeions volley into the town. The sure aim and 
true steel of these defenders of those who would not 
defend themselves, was made, in turn, to teU, and sev- 
eral red skins ^^bit the dustbin mortal agony* A man 
and w<nnan, nmning tiirongh the street, to seek better 
security, were killed, and these were all who met death 
in this encounter. To increase the panic, and add to 
the homnn of the scene, sev^ul buildings were on fire. 
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some of which were j&red by the enemy, and otheis by 
fitwidii in ocdor to got % better shot at the &a 

At six o'clock, Judge FbndnRi anriTed, to tlie great 
joy and relief of those who preceded him. Hib cavalry 
chaigod «t onoe, dioye them hmekf killing tweWe or 
fifteen. The IndiMUi, eeeing Aej had encotmtered 
niciie tkm their match, gather up their dead, and retire 
frcMDa the field 

At the end of these two anrfol and ever moxMXrable 

days^ in which the soil of Aliniiesota drank the blood 
of more than one thousand of hex citizens, by savage 
hands infiicted, ci^ity of these were in Keir Ulm and 
the immediate vicinity, the list made up by the rem- 
nants of slain £ainiiie:i, wiio iiad sought refuge in other 

tOWD& 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



ATTACK OK FOKT BJDGLBY. 

The ttrilliBg events at Yellow Medicine, the weaiy 
prairie marches, neath a burning sun, the change of 
programme in rapidly yarying eyents, did not abate the 
delmnined sseal of tbe yotug officer, cm whom, mm 
■ that Capt Marsh had fallen, devolved the command in- 
volving the temporal salvation of the post, and the 
bimdiedfl who had flhooght n^ige thm from the most 
wily of human foea Nature's sweet restorer, rest, was 
forgotten — footl was scarcely taken into the account of 
humaft needs, while the most active preparations to re- 
sist an attack went on. No little assistance was ren- 
dered by Mr. Wycoff, of the Indian department, hav- 
ii^ in charge their annuities on the way to the Ag^cy, 
accompanied by J. C. Bamsey, A. J. YanYorhes and 
Maj. E. A. C. i latch, since having been commi&sioned 
with the celebrated Hatch s battailion doing active and 
e£&cient service, fer whidi it was originated. 

So crowded was the garrison with refugees, that rigid 
discipline had to be kept over the citizens, as well 
as the severs, and the men were armed, or set to 
work on the defenses. Those were anxious working 
hours, gi'eatly embarrassed by the presence of women 
and children. But the energy of their brave leader 
never &aled him ; everywhere present, he cheered the 
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men in iheir 'work, inftusmg, Aioiighoiit tibe mnkB, Ids 

own indomitable spirit, while the Supreme liuler held 
the savage hordes at bay, until they were oomparatively 
prepared^ to receive thent No knowledge ^sovHd be ob- 
tained from the outer world, and they knew not of the 
fearful work in progress at Kew Ulm^ but were sure 
that this news*calm was no pzemixBor of good tidixigSi 
and regarded the whole region as nnder sav^ 
blockade. 

Foiled in their fizst attack on tiie doomed oitjr, in* 
oensed by defeali, and thirsting fot laiger draughts dP 

blood, these demon besiegers haste over the intervening 
space, designing a grand surprise, and capture of the 
£>Tt Yeiy eaatioua and guarded was their i^)proacdi, 
with flowers and grass fastened into their turljaned 
l^ads, that they might not be detected irom the tall 
weeds and grass. But the watchfol eye of sentinels 
discovered them on the west side of the fort, at noon, 
on Wednesday, Aug. 20th. At one o'clock, they had 
nearly siHiounded them, and widi horrid yel]% poured 
a volley into the garrison. Seves^l crawled even to 
the walls of a building, raised the windows, and Hred 
several shots at Mr& JoneBi wife of the Ordnance offi* 
eer, who waa rescued ftom her fearftd position by a 
squad from Co. C, one of whom, Mark Grere, lost liis 
life^ in the brave, soldierly act, for which the lives of 
three Indians at once paid the forfeit 

The excitement was intense. Men rally, in h:\ste, to 
the conflict — women and children scream, in uncon- 
IvcdlaUe panic — the big guns Seal to work, and inves- 
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tigation finds them stuffed with rags, iJie work of four 
half-breed soldiers, who had deserted^ and gone over to 
tlie iBdians, and wm now enoouragizig tkem in their 
work of de«tL Had ilie ooarage of the assailantB 
been equal to the opportuuity, they might have rushed 
in, at thk moment^ and earned in tiiiunph, the 
aoalp of ever J peraon then 

But God overruled the savaL^es' purpose, and the 
calm presence of miud which so characterised the oom- 
mandanty through all tiiis anxioiu si^ge, never, f<»r a 
BMmient, forsook him ; bnt, reckless of personal safety, 
even when builet showers were thickest, he passed £x)m 
post to poat, cheering and msouraging his men, and 
had the aattafiietton <si seeing one savage ftll by his 
own unerring aim. From the confusion came order, 
and the leader's spint was soon diffused through the 
fanks, and ev»7 man stood firml j at his post A six 
ponnd howitz^ being ranged upon tlie foe, in the 
bauds of Sergeant Jones, did deadly work. Some 
weie seen to bonnd into the air, ftom its nnwelocane 
effects, and all, for lhat time, were scattered like autumn 
iuaves, 111 a strong wind. As darkness fell upon 
the brave but besi^;ed company, the fo^ gathered in 
oooneil so naar, that Ihe clamor of voices was heard, 
all that weary, working night The day's battle had 
been sharp, determined and persistent on the part of 
the assailanis; as sharp, more eool and dedded, on the 
other. Two sddieEB and two citpsens killed, and one 
wooudcd, wa,s the sum total of the day^s casualties to 
the garrison. 
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The Fort buildings are mMiily of wood, witbovt walls 

or fortitication, erect<'(l inoi*e for ihe purpose of govern- 
ment storage thun lailitaxy defence, Imice in constant 
danger of being fivedy aa wen alao ihe oitiaeiiB' baiM- 
inga without Several ignited arrows were shot into the 
rooik, but fartttnately without effect A timely rain, 
with thunder and fearful tempea^ chedced the niglvl 
work, and gave the handfol of wearj men within the 
i?'ort, time to raiiy iheu* iaiimg strength and coui^e. 

With no lightning qpeed had the nam of the out- 
break gone to the Exeoutiye department The £deB 
Valley of the Minnesota had not yet seen its first de- 
cade since it passed irom aavage to civilized hands, 
fix>m thoee who would now wreat it &om ita lawM and 
just purchasei*s, and telegraph posts had not had time 
to grow, even in this proUiic soiL But messengers, 
disguised aa Indiana, had crept fborth from those walla, 
and gone, with swiftest horse speed, demanding re-en- 
forcements. 

Impatient of delay, and distniating their own powem 
of endurance, this Btmggling band continued daily, du- 
ring the five days tliey were be&ieged, to^end. forth a 
«hurry up*' for the relief deaired. 

Svery hour was Aill of the moat intense anxiety. 
If the battle ceased, it was only to be renewed with 
greater vigor. 

Women huddled together, in ahnoat brMbkas fear, 
children clung to their mothers in ten'or, and those too 
young to und^nstand its nature, seemed conscious of 
impending danger Sentinels stood on the 'Sraidh 
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tower" with eyes keenly alert, and ever and anon a 8pj- 
giaas soireyed the directk>a whence ro-asfatwmcnls 
irare expected to oodi6 ; offioen and 111011 stood at ihoir 
posts all that weary night, not doiibtiner hut the attack 
would be renewed on Wedneaday night At daylighti 
en Tfauiadaj, 2l8t» die attack was miarwed, bat was leas 
bold and spirited than on the previous day. The num- 
bers seemed depleted, which was probably owing, in 
party to kxuiQo of- the prorknui battley but neve to aowtf* 
ing parties being out, |>lttndermg the country and ex- 
tending the work of deatk The Indians retired, atter 
aboQt four ho«n hard %hti2ig, until six, when thejr 
again renewed Ibefa* worir of death, eetntiniring it fcr an 
hour and a half, when, being warmly repulsed by our 
troope, again retired, learhig the little straggling, heroio 
band to another night^of anxiety; Aside Utom on oc^ 
casional alarm, nothing broke upon its quiet It is sur- 
prising, how long and how much, in the &Geof danger, 
men eaa endure, withont lesi O, haw eagerly they 
waited re-enforcements, but still they came not 

On Fridskj morning, the Indians seemed resolved on 
(me more deflpmte assault on the Fort^ to retrieve the 
advantage lost by the Aree previous attaeka In an- 
ticipation of this, stroi^ breastworks had been com- 
amced, and tiiougk incomplete, a^&nded some proteo- 

At mid-day, the enemy were seen advanniig, at a 
distance of two miles, in increassd numbers, and all 
mounted. The rxmnesoirounding the F<»rty gave ihem 

pix>tection, till iully ready for action. For five hourii 
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bullets flew Uke hail, and Ae guns ware one continuous 
Sf^tie; the battle was bitter and persistent In one 
nxKn, thirty-two balk picked up, wfaieh had paf^ 
Ibratod ihe walla One who was there, says, "All our 
previous engagements were as boys' play, m compar- 
iaon with thia. It was evidi^tljr expected to be the 
last, on llie part of the «aemy, for ^sfSf eoa&deinAj de» 
signed a charge and a captui'e. The first volley, dis- 
diuged fcom the wooda, the high leeds and out-build- 
ings, was pei&etly lemfla It aeoned Aat all the in- 
eamate fiends oi hell were concentrated and let loose 
upon this little band, with all the fiercenesa of in^ui- 
aled demona, erased for blood and plnndeR The 6xm 
was leeeiyed with eocdness, by onr men, and retained 
in the same sphit The officers and gunners were most 
exposed, yet only one man was killed, aod but £Hir 
wounded." 

Too much praise cannot he awarded the officers and 
gunnera ; yea, every nian in tha^ seven days' aleepless 
watch aBd'^Bgaeemeiit^ doeerves « ecmimiammi of 
rank. Sei^eant Jones, doing deadly execution with 
his big ,gun, really saved the post At one time, a 
cbaiging party wia placed veiy near the fort^ and the 
half'^breoda within, distiiiedy undentood and inteipie^ 
ed the order "to charge on and seize the cannon.*' But 
to tlius charge with death, they had not the coumga 

£arlj in the engagement, thej had cut kiose the 
mules and horses in the government stables, and at- 
tempted to fire some outside buiidmgs. 

The writer above idluded to, A. J. Van Yorhes, fur* 
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ther says, under date of 25th, ''Alter se^ng themselves 
foiled in taking the post^ iim noct game was to bom 
Ae bamoka, m vrbiok ate the govmimeiit atom, the 
families seeking protectioru kc. A numl>er of fire rir- 
rows were found on the loo^ but^ ibrtuDatelj, they 
&aled in tiieir miaBion, Vyery prepaiakkm was made 
for a. night attack, but tlie severe lesson of the after- 
noon, or a care for their plunder, prev^ted 

^^Abontaix o'dcK^Satoiday mjonung, this body ef 
demona mm aeen approadiing by fte aane rente, but 
conunning along the ravines, and under eover of inUa 
and woods, they passed by, moat probably on Aeir 
way to New Dim, orykdnity,flxMnwtidbdheQitioii the 
fire.'; of burning bnildings were seen, all Saturday 
night 

^'Smoetiiebatdeef Friday, we have been nniKatiirb- 

cd, but are in momentary expectation and preparation. 
The weather, perhaps, has had something to do wilhit^ 
as we bave had xain moat of the day and night 

^•Some ibee Inmdred women and children are here, 
ibr support and protection. This is a great embarrass- 
ment to the offieers and soldienk With them oat of 
tiie way, a great point would be addered. When ikte 
liospitaJ becomes filled with them, as will be the ca.se, 
unless removed aoon, our position will be dietresauig 

"What is the matter in St Paul and Fort Snelling? 
Have re-enforcements been sent and cut off, or are wo 
to be saerificed to indxilBaenoe and apathy 7 I«t hdp 
be sent in sndilbfee that it cannot be impeded. Wi& 
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this point in the hands of the enemj, the Mississippi 
will sbaro the universal dasclatioD." . 

There wBB-pgomjp^ietptm^eioi^ 
and yet ihey knew it not Every hour was an age to 
them. Lieut Sheehan had written on the 21st: **We 
ea& hxM oat but a little Jonger, unleaa le-onforced. 
We are being atteeked timoet e^ery hmxr. Our little 
band being decimated. We had hoped to be re-en- 
jforoed tCHiay, but as yet, hear of none coming.'^ 

Got. Bamaey had hastened to Fort SneUiiig, whero 

the new regiments were rendezvoused, and < )r(iered four 
companies of the Sixth to march at once to the scene 
of diaturbttBOdy under Hon. Henry H. Siblej, whose 
long reaideiioeoiitlieiroiitier, and thotough aequaintanee 
with Dakota character, especially qualified him ibr 
tiie QomiBaiid to wbieh he was deaignated, Serea 
other xsompanies soon followed, under CoL Crooks, with 
orders to report to CoL Sibley. 

We do not wonder that, in this seveie ai^e, with 
no rest, day or night, save, as every oAer man, in turn, 
occasionally, in the lull of battle, slept on his arms a 
few moments at a time, the eye grew weary with watch- 
ing, and the heart fidnt with waiting, and that, in this 
anxiouB solicitude, they diouM feel themselves neglect- 
ed and uncared for. Hours were magnihed into days^ 
and days into weeks, to them, while relief tnx^ wtoe 
moving up the Minnesota valley. 

'T was a foot-sore march. The nicn, many of thenx 
just from the counting-room or law ofiice, were not in- 
ured to hardness* Besides, there were nnavoidaUe 
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delays, over which, the Colonel commanding had no 
contzoL To meet the §oe, unpreparedi would be to 
nudi to UBbid^n death, and th« zifles wm found to ba 
useless, c\ en in the hands of those most skillful in 
their use; tiierefore, thej must camp at St Peter, till 
the defect oonld be mnedied, or otben brought &om 
St PauL Two mounted companies, imder oommand 
of CoL McPhail, went forward and reached the Fort^ 
Angoat 28} after the walk of tiie wooden bnildiiiga 
were perforaAed '^Mke die lid of a pepper-box,'* g>^tly 
to the relief of the worn-out men, and enabled the half 
starved refugees to go to a place of greater secuxi^. 
The night of the 80th was the firet of raat, to the 
besieged party, for ten days. ^Vll now slept well, while 
the re enforGements stood guard. ^ 

The Miimeaoia Third, a brave and gallant band as 
ever **»ighted" rebels, was surrendered by thesr officw 
in oonunaDd, to which they never assented, at Mur&^- 
htm, T6iiB.,in July, 1862. They wereat oooe par(ded, 
the aSSobm ramaining priaonerB of war. This well di9> 
ciplined regiment was deemed a desirable force for fron- 
tier emergency ; h^sce, a request &om the Executive 
DepaZ^^ ike^ D^rtment, .^ponded to hj 
]>rompt "orders" to report ut Fort Snelliii^. On tiie 
day of then- departure from the south, an '^exchange'' 
was eflfected with the rebel powers, and so they entered 
the home field, untrammeled by the shackles of parola 

To the Third was added the Seventh, which reported 
aa befcmonentioned, so that Col. Sibley moved on to 
the fi»rt^ with a force of fifteen hundred men, where he 
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arrived August ^Ist But he foxind not an Indian to 
oppose him, thoo^ tobm of their douigs everywhere 
met the eye^ and dieir dingy smoke -wrealfas had not 

yet ceased to rise from the niins. Ghastly dead men 
lay here and there on the prairies^ their bodies &r ad- 
mneed in deoomflosifkm, torn and fed on by hogs and 
prairie wolves, and tainting the air with their vapor. 
That night they were saluted by a few shots from the 
foe, with no seiioas elfeot 

We cloie tins dbai^ witili lihe record of Uoot Shee- 
ban's promotion to a captaincy of the Company he so 
gaUandy led, in the sevm daya of p^ol, — a merited hcm- 
op, awarded by Gkyrnnor Bamaey, Mth ; and 
thereafter his military skill found wider scope on the 
tinted fields of the South, in combat with a rebel £oe. 
May his well-won laureis ever be green, and his name^ 
indelible on the scroll of fame, never receive ambition's 
taint, but like the burnished gold, be rejecting more 
glory, when ehildren's children shall reeonnt, with 
pride, the valor and acMefemmts of Thomas J« Shee- 
han. 
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SECOKD AND FIKAXi ATTACK ON N£W ULM« 

Boxing those ieaiful and anxious days, wliile the 
engagemmt wafrgoing <m at Fort Bid|^€j,ihia doomed 
village -was unmoleBled. ^Hie tine was "wall appra* 
ciated in intrenching their position, burying thdr dead, 
asd in aendiiig out aoooting parties in Yarioua direo- 
tioaa. One of Ibase bFooght ia tldrtaaii penons lAo 
had secreted themselves in a plough to escape ma^sa- 
era 

The verata of tiie Indians tsm the ¥ott ivaa mavkad 

by the burning of buildings, the fires of wliicli were 
seen at liew Ulm, and intimated their approach to 
ihoae pnpflriBg their iieooption. Whan iom 
miles in the distance, the fee were seen, sad soon 
drove in the pickets, but all, save the sUli panic-struck 
iBbabitaoilBi iallied-fi)r detbiae. On ifaey come^ in all 
Am fleroe aaTSge majesty. Vmrn. twelve to five 
o'clock, the battle raged in the most approved style of 
savage warfare^ With the rapidity of thought) they 
dotted from house to hoiiae,— fifteen of whidi, in less 
than half an hour, were in flames, — picking their man 
as they went Their arms were the best| and their aim 
deadly. 

The cornmander-in-cliiefj Judge Flandrau, was, dur- 
ing all these tenible hourS| in a dense shower of leaden 
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hail, cool, discreet and det^mined, constantly amcmg 
'the boysi" Gheering tiiem on, and these perfonned 
their part eqnaOy m well More and more deq>eiate 
the enemy become! Captain Dodd, well known in 
the State^ makes an imprudent effort to dhve them 
back by a miglUy charga Biding forward of the 
breastwork, shouting to his coinrades, "come on," he 
becomes the target. His body is pierced by five balls, 
but heroieally he keeps his saddle till he ML in the 
arms of his own peopla 

**At five o'clock was the turning point in the strug- 
gfaL Now it seemed as if the In(Uan8 would captoie 
the town. The i^maYkable gaUatttry of Judge Flan- 

drau alone prevented this result, and a massacre, which 
for magniUide would have been without a parallel in 
the history of Indian war&ia He ralhed his men, 
and, charging at their head, drove them out of the 
brush at the lower end of the town, the point whence 
they had infiieted Ihe greatest injmy upon Ae gar* 

"All night the burning of houses continued. Oc- 
easionftl guns weve fired till ten, whim they &il back, 
fbrmed into ifaree great parties, and had war danoea, 

shouting and singing during the night" 

During the light, ten men were killed, and nearly 
My wounded Thesm were earned fami the balfle- 
field, and the number not known — supposed to be not 
less than forty killed. 

"As morning dawned, the enemy agam eane dash- 
ing orer the psairie, 'spoiling for a fight,' and great 
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indeed was tbeir chagrin and surprise to find their 
breastwork but a iew ^ouldeiiDg asbea. Tboy gatb- 
ered at tke eaai e&d of tiie town, and aeemed to b» 
consulting what course to pursue. Finally, they col- 
lected a la£ge drove of cattle, of wbicb tbere were 
plenty all around tbem, and moving these as a bieasfc- 
work, again advaneed But ihe cattle were not to be 
allied to such chaps, and soon commenced to make 
tracks £» otiwr -ptato, and the enemy, finding bimsetf 
perfectly thwarted, skedaddled." 

As these took up their line of march for parts un- 
known, tbey ibrmed a train four miles long, of cattle^ 
ten honidi, and wagons, leaded with valuable booty, 
and several elegant ^turn-outs." No wonder that, 
jubdant with auccesB, tbey bad made the nigbt bideoua 
with dance and song. 

The nasi older in the prograiAme of ammgements, 
was the evacuation of New UlnL The entire region 
above^ and on either band, was desolated, depopolated, 
onelalf ci ihe town destroyed, and had it been safe 
to do so, there was no iiidiicement for the people to 
zemain. 

Just one week bad now passed since ^ first intima- 
tion of the rise of savage ire, and alas! what an in- 
calculable amount of evil had been done. Where 
peace, plenty, and content xeigned, there were heard 
DOW bat the wails of angoished hearts, and seen but 
the desolation of hopes, the utter annihilation of 
earthly trust 

It was a monniM eovtcge whiidii on that Monday 
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morning, Aug. 25, took up its line of march for Mankato, 
twenty *£lye miles disiaiii Instead of azttbnlanoeB for 
the eighty wounded persons, some of whom weM Uttie 
children, innocent of wrong, hacked and mangled in a 
most shocking and brutal manner, they were conveyed 
in haid nmnii^ farm wagons^ wbile scovituig Indkns 
watched i&om a dbstanoe, but happily leaving them 
undisturbed. 

Such anotlier company, perliapfii the worid hasneTor 
seen* Such a maioh, hislory ite?^ Teoovded* Hiero 

were mothers whose children, their shrieks still nnging 
in tiaeir eaia, had be^ slaughtered before their eye% 
^stnmg men ''sliom of tiieir strength^" who in one 
day had passed from wealth to poveity, — homes in 
ashes, wife and children gone, some of whom wounded 
had crept away into sloughs or bushes to die, — wives 
bereft of husbands, dnldfen of parents, the heads of 
all bowed down in overwhelming grief and a sense of 
utier destitution. For their protection, akd j^itterii^ 
bayonet gleamed, and yet a sense of the cdmpmttiTe 
I9ecurity was no relief to the bitter anxiety of hearts 
in two instances, actual insanity occuiieGL 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

BATirUB OF HSW ULK — OFFICIAL BEPOBT OF CAP- 
TAIN FLANDRAU. 

St. Pbter, August 27th, 1862. 
His Exc£ll£noy, GovsRKOit Alsjl Eams£Y ; 

Sib: — STcnto Imwe tniiqimd io xapidly, mi my 
timo lias }»eeasL bo takm up ainee bij lart eonmimiea- 
(ion, that I eannot with certaintj recall the condition 
of ihingi larirtang at its dat^ bttt bclie^a I mote you 
abnoBi immediately prooeding the seoond atfeaok upon 
New Uhn, wliich occurred on Saturday hist 

Ihuiug the momiBg we discovered a succeHOOii of 
fira on the NiooUetooiintyBide of the mer, veiyiiear 
the bluflfe, approaching us from the direction of Fort 
Ridgley. Our suppositioii was that the J^ort had 
ftUen, and the Indians were movixig down upon tihe 
town, on IImiI side of the lirer, to unite with another 
party on the side we were occupying. 

Aa they inoveased in numbeia veiy mpidly, I thought 
it best to eend a detedunent over to aseevtain the de* 

sign of tiie enemy, and if possible give him a check 
on that side of the river. Lieut Huey, of Traverse 
dee SiouXy volunteering to pei£»m the servioe, I do* 
tailed seventy -five men with him, and they crossed at 
the ierry opposite the town, about nine o elocki A. M. 
Yeqr diottly etksr their departnze^ tlie Infians wcse 
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dtflcoyered unnmig from die woods above the towxii m 

laige numbers, and assembling upon the prairia 

I ftt once posted all my available ibrce upon the 
open prairie, outside the tova, about half a mile at 
some points, and at a greater distance towards the 
point at which I conceived the attack would be made, 
deteimiiujig to give them battle in the open fieldy 
where I eoneeiTed would be our greatest adrantage. 

At nearly ten a. m. the body b^an to move towards 
us, iist dowly, and then with considciahle rapiditjy. 
The mm were enoouzaged by their offieem to stuad 
firm and lueet the attack, and all ] )roMiL^ed well. We 
had in all, about two hundred and iiii^ guns, while the 
Indians were vazioasly estimated at liram four to five 
hundred. I £xed the numb^ at not over three hun- 
dred and My. 

Their advance upon the skping prairie, in the bri^ 
sunlight, was a very fine sq[>ectae1e, and, to sneh inex- 
perienced soldiers as we all were, intensely exciting. 
When within about one mile and a half <^ us, the 
mass began to expand like a ftn, and increase in Ae 
velocity of its approach, and continued this movement 
untii within about double niie shot^ when it had eov- 
ered our<entivefKmt Then the savages uttered a tez^ 
rific yell, and came down upon us like the wind. I 
had stationed myself at a point in the rear, where com- 
muniealion eould be had with me easily, and awaited 
lihe ftnit dlsoharge with great anadely, as it seemed to 
me that to yield was certain destraction, as the enemy 
would rush into the town and drive all before them. 
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The jeU uiuMftlled the men a little, and yaat befine the 

rifles began to crack, they fell bax^k along the whole 
line, and committed the error of paaedDg the outer 
houses without taking poflseasioii of them, a mistake 
wiiieii the Indians iTrimediately took advantage of by 
themselves occupying tiaem in squads of two, three, 
and up to ten. Thqr poured into us a sharp and rapid 
fire, as we fell bac^ and opened from the houses in 
every dixectioiL Several of us rode up to the hill, en- 
deaToring to rally the men, and with good effect^ aa 
they gave three eheers and sallied out of various 
houses thev had retreated to, and checked the advance 
efiectually. The firing fix>m both sides then became 
general, sharp and rajHd, and it got to be a regular Inr 
dian skinnish, in which every man did his own work 
after Ids own fiashion. 

The Indians had spread cut till the j had got into 
our rear, and on all sides, having the very decided ad* 
vantage of the houses on the bluffs which conmianded 
the interior of the town, with the e;£ceptbn of the 
windmill which was occupied by about twenty of 
the Le Sueur Tigers, and held them at long range. The 
wind was from the lower part of the town, and this 
fiMSt directed the larger part <tf the'enemy tothatpointi 
where they promptly commenced firing the houses, 
and advancing behind the smoka The con£agration 
• became general in the lower part of the town on both 
ddee of the ettee^ and the bullets flew very thickly, 
both firom the biuif and up the street I thought it 
prudent to dismoimt and direct the defense on foot 
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Just at this point, Capt Bodd, of St Peter, and some 
one else whose name I do not know, cliarged down 
the street, to aaoertam (I haye sinoe learned,) whether 
some hoffiemen seen in the extreme lower town, 
were not our friends coming in, and were met about 
three blocks down with a heavy yoUej fitmi behind a 
honse, five bnllels paaimg duough Gapt Dodd, and 
Beveral tlirough his horse. They both turned, and the 
Captain got in suMciently near to be leoeived by bis 
frittids before he ML He died abont five houB after 
bein'j Int. Too much can nut be said of his personal 
bravery, and general det^ire to perform his duty num- 

fuUy. 

Capt Saunders, of the Le Sueur company, was shot 
through a part of his body shortly after, and retired, 
placing his rifle in efTectiye hands, and encouraging 
the men. The fight was going on all around the town, 
during the whole forenoon and part of the afternoon, 
sometimes with slight adyantage to us, and again to 
the Indians, but the difficulty that stared us in the 
fece, was the gradual but ceilain approach, up the 
main street, behind the boming buildingSi which prom- 
ised oar destruction. We frequently sallied out and 
took buildings in advance, but the risk of being 
picked off from the bluff, was unequal to the advan- 
tage gained, and the duty was performed with some 
reluctance by the men. In the lower part of the town 
I liad some of the best men in the State, both as shots 
and for coolness <tnd determination. It will be suffi- 
cient to name two as types of a class of the flghting 
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men — Asa White and Newell Hougbton, known to 
all old settiersL They did very effeetiye service in 

checking the advance, both by their unerring rifles and 
the good examples their steadiness placed before the 
younger men. 

We discovered a concentration of Indians on the 
side of the street towards Ih^e river, and at the rear of 
tiie buildings, and expected a rush upon the town from 
that position, the result of which I feared more than 
anything else, as the boys had proved unequal to it in 
ihe morning; and we were not disappointed, for in a 
few moments they came, on ponies and on foot, furi- 
ously, about sixty in number, cliarging round the 
point of a little grove €i oak& This was the critical 
point of the day, but four or five hours under fire had 
brought the boys up to the fighting temperature, and 
tiiey stood firmly, and advanced with a cheer, routing 
the rascals like sheep. They received us with a very 
hot fire, killing Houghton, and an elderly gentleman, 
whose name I did not know. As they fied in a crowd 
at very short range, we gave them a volley that was 
very effectual, and settled the fortunes of the day m 
our £avor, for they did not dare try it over. I think, 
after once repulsing them in a jSsor fight, we could have 
successftilly resisted them, had they returned a second 
time, as the necessary confidence had been gained. 

White men fight under great disadvantage the first 
time they engage IndiansL There is something so 
fiendish in their yells, and terrifying in their appear- 
ance when in battle, tliat it takes a good deal of time 
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lo overcome the uuplea^aiit sensation that it inspires. 
Then tia&e id a axuike-iike steaiith in all ibeir move- 
mentB that exeiteB distnut and uncertain^, which im- 

stcadies the nerves at lii*st 

A^r this repulse^ the battle raged uutil dark, with- 
out anfficient adyantage oil one side or the other to 
merit mention in detail, when t)^ savages drew oS, 
fLring only au occasional isliot from under cloee cover. 

After dark^ we deeieaaed the extent of our linea of 
haiTioadeB, and I deemed it pradent to order all the 
buildings outside to be bui ued, in order to prevent 
their having come from behind which, to annoy ua 
We were compelled to consume about forty valuable 
buildings, but as it wds a military ntct^sily^ the inhab- 
itants did not demur, but themselves iqppUed the torch 
cheerfully. In a short time we had a fidr field before 
us, of open prairie, with the exception of a large square 
brick building, which we held, and had loopholed in 
all the stories on all sides, which commanded a long 
portion of our front towards the blulf. We also dug 
a system of riHe pits on that Iront, outside the bar- 
ricades, about four rods i^Mut, which completed our 
defenses. 

That night we slept very httle, evoy man being at 
the barricades aU night, each third man being allowed 
to sleep at intervals. 

In the morning, the attack was renewed, but not 
with much vigor, and subsided about noon. 

During the day, a body of men appeared in llie 
lower town, and turned out to be a detachment of <me 
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Irandred and fifty Yoiunteers from Nicollet and Sibley 
oounties, und^ Gapt £. St JuHea Cox, which had 
been forwarded to our relief by Col. Sibley. They 
had about fifty Au^^trian rides, and tlic rest were armed 
mtii shot gima and himtiiig lifiesi Th&r appoaranoe 
inspired us with ^adneas, as tim^ were beooming 
doubtful 

I held a council of the cSSuom^ and we detennined 
to attempt an evaeoatkm of the town, carrying ofiF all 
the inhabitants, va men, children, sick and wounded, 
to the number of about two thousaiui This movo- 
ment was a very periloiis one to undertake, with the 
force at our command, but the conlined statt^ d the 
town was rapidly producing disease among the womm 
and childreOf who were huddled np in ceilan and 
eloee looms, like sheep in a cattie ear, and we were 
fest becoming short of ammamtioii aud provisions. I 
feared the result of another attack by a larger force^ 
and all the people deeided diat they would abandon 
the town the first op}>ort unity, as residence there was 
impossible under the circumstances. 

At daylight next morning tiie barricades were hto- 
ken, and the wagons taken out and put in motion. 
The scene was one of indeecribable confusion and de- 
straction. The poor people, natorally desifoos of car- 
rying <^ all they could, filled ilieir wagons with boxes 
and baggage, to the exclusion (as we f«3und before the 
train was complete,) of many of the women and 
wounded. I was, therefore, eomp^ed to older all ar- 
ticles ul a bulky luiLare to be tumbled out, and their 
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places supplied by m re valuable freight It was hard, 
bat neoeaauy, mi iha iahabitaatB yielded witk less 
reliioti»ioe than I had anticipated. 

About liiue o'clock a. jl, w© inoval with one hun- 
dred and fiflj-three wagoa loads of womex^ childien, 
aiok and wounded, and a large company on foot 
Lieutenant Cox took the general disj)osition of the 
esoorti and the various comnumdA were posted so as 
best to protoot the whole in caae of attaok. It was a 
melancholy spectacle to see two thousand people, who 
a few days before had been prosperous and happy, re- 
dnced to utter beggazy, starting upon a journey of 

thn ly mil^ through a hostile country, e\ cry inch of 
which we expected to be cMlied upon to defend from 
an atlaek, the issiia of which was life or homd butch* 
ery. Beggary, stanration, and probable destruction 
were at one end of the road ; a doubtful escape from 
the latter at the other* We took the hiAter altenia- 
liye, and, under Proyidenoe, got through. 

During the battle, we lost, as near as i can ascertaiii, 
about ten killed aud fifty wounded I can pve you 
no aoenrate detail of either, as the casualties oocurred 
aiiiong citizens, soldiers, and strangera The phjsi- 
ciauSi of whom, fortunately, we had a good supply, 
may have k^ some hospital lists, but I have been too 
much occupied to ascertain. 1 was satisfied to know 
the wounded were well cared for, without laaowing 
who Ihey wera 

I was seconded, ably and bravely, by all t]ie officers 
and most of the men of the compauied, and many citi- 
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zeos from different parts of tbe State, aad stxaogeis 
who were present, bo nnifbnn was their good condnct^ 
and valuable their serviceai that one coold not be men- 
tioned without naming alL There were several cases 
of abandonment immediatelj preceding the attack, 
whieh, if desigBed to evade the straggle, were dia- 
erniceful in the extreme, and nn wunhv of AmerieaiL<. 
But as they may have arisen from other causes, I will 
not report the names of the parties 

Many narrow escajxis occurred during the protracted 
fighL Several personis were shot tlirough the hat 
One yonng man leoeived three boUets throngh the 
pantaloons in rapid succession, without being hurt in 
tlie least 

We did not bnm the town on leaving, thinking poo> 
fibly that the Indians might not return and destroy it, 

and not deeming it much of a defense for them, should 
they ooeapy it on our return. 

It was my design that the coontry between New 
Ulm and Mankato, should be iniuicdiatcly rcoccupied 
by our troops, and the ground tem|X)rariiy lost by our 
withdrawal, regained at once by fresh troops, well 
equipped and capable of remaining on the field, and I 
looked for material of that sort for the business on my 
arrival; but not a soldier from the regular service, ex- 
cept Captain Dane, wiih one hundred horses, has yet 
readied that part of the country, which is at this mo- 
ment utterly defenseless, except so iar as he is capable 
of holding it The citiaen volunteers that went to ihe 
assistance of -Xew Ulm, disbanded pretty generally on 
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their return, being barefooted, overworked, and le- 
quired at their homes. 
I wish jour BxoeHency would turn the ttde of sot 

diei-s liowing into tiie valley, to the Blue Earth region, 
from which the whole southern portion of the State 
can be protected, and efficient oo-operation a&irded 

the column advancing upon the north side oi the Min- 
nesota. 

Hoping mj opmAom meet yoor appiOTal, I am 
Truly your obedi^t senrant^ 

CHAELES E. FLAISTDEAU, 
Commanding West of the Minnesota. 
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THS MISSION PABTY. 

Dr. Williapisou, unwilling to believe there was any 
thing but a ^^are," and yet fearing all things, sent 
away fix>m Yellow Medicine, on Tuesday morning, the 
younger members of his family, while, with his wii'e 
and sister, he remained, to see whereunto the trouble 
would grow. For thirty years he had labored among 
this people — had a perfect knowledge of their lan- 
guage, and his soul was wholly engrossed for their 
good, both temporally and spiritually — in short, had 
been, as the others, a faithful, self-sacrificing missionary. 
This was the work to which he had devoted his life. 
His influence over diem, was, under some drcum- 
stances, very great Why should it not be now 7 He 
had seen individual dissatisfaction, but never a general 
uprising, and he was unwilling to interpret aright the 
demonstrations before him. 

Mr. Riggs, under the guidance of a Cliristian Indian, 
had started, with his fuxiily, from Hazlewood, early on 
Tuesday morning, but was met by a hostile party, his 
team taken from him, and they escaped to a bushy island, 
in the nver, where they were nearly devoured by mos- 
quitoea The first detachmait of Dr. Williamson's 
household, hunted them out, and with them went on 
their way, numbering, in all, some forty persons, and 
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not OTSr sbt armed 

tially, the terrible raiii storm, which caused the battle 
at the fort to oeaae, until the ^^oords were lengthenedy 
and the stakes strengthened," oomjdetelj obliterated 

their ti-ackii, so that they were not followed and mur- 
dered, by the war party which crossed their treiL 
The Doctor r^nained nntQ Wednesday, when, as* 

sured it \v:i.s no longer safe to Ju so, they started, in an 
ox cart, guided by a Christian Indian, to overtake their 
fieunily and other Mends. Passing Beaver Creek Set* 
tlenicnt, they found it entirely deserted. Inquiring of 
sonic Indians where the white people were, they replied ; 

<^AU gone to the fort, and yon go, too, or you will be 
shot" 

Nearly all there had been killed or made captiva 
In one instance, a war parly started out of the Big 
Woods, with the design of crossing the trail of these 

parties, to kill or make them priboners. "His-big- 
fire," a Christian Indian, known as Bobert Hopkins, 
joined and kept with them until he had lured them 
from tht^ ir jmrposc, and their intended victims had 
passed beyond the reach of their bullets, when he left 
the war path and returned to find the people of his 
choice — the Christian Mission an es. 

On, the separate mission parties journeyed, scarcely 
knowing their whereabouts, or caring, so that they kept 
out of the way of the prowling savages, which, occa- 
sionally, were seen in the distanca It was woman's 
patience and &ith which shone clearest, and buoyed up 
the sinking spirits of the men, during those desolate 
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days and nights, suffermg, as they were, ior food, and 
often drenched to the akin with the cold, diizeling, and 
again tiie pelting rain. Even the ohildrai endnral all 

this with a fortitude which shames complaining man- 

In Ji 

JUKM^Vb 

At last) tlie two rmasion parties, having each been 

increased by ^^ ()Ullded fugitives, towliorn they had act- 
ed the ''Good Samaritan," form a junction, and together 
make for the fi»rty where, unknown to them, the battle 
fiuy raged with the LaxTilest violence. All were eager 
to enter its wall% thmkmg then all dmiger would be 
over. Howeveiy heartictjoicedat the proapectof being, 
once more, safe from fear, with abundance of food and 
rest I 

Now thej pass a aiglet whidi makes all hearts qnail, 
and to thank God for their own deliveranoe, thus hr. 

A mother and three children lay by the roadaide, (the 
first time thej had dated take to the road,) weltering in 
dieirowngDm And, near by, a riek woman had 

been burned, on the mattrass on which she lay^ while 
her two sons were trying to escape with, her. This £lial 
love was rewarded by cruel death to eack Traces of 
massacre and butL-hery were more frequent, as they 
neared their dostiuation, and their danger, where they 
had hoped securxiy, was most augmented. The plains 
around were literally full of Indians, some of whom 
were seen at no great distance. 

They now expected an attack, and drew up in battle 
line, with onward march, tightening their grasp upon 
theu: weapons, with firm resolve to die, rather tiian 
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yield to ihe foa They trusted m the living Cbd, and 

He could and did deliver them. 

Then they saw rockets aeoeiid fpom the fort, and had 
no thought but that they weie beacons, to guide them 
there, and not signals of distress, as they really were. 
There was then a lull in t^e battle storm, which was 
improved by Dr. WiUiamson and Mr, Hunter, who 
went forward, crawling on their hands and knees, and, 
as by miracle, avoiding the skulking Indians, and pass- 
ing the blazmg crtables^ enter the garrison, in safety. 
It was a wonderful exploit, wfaieh surprised all within 
the walls. But the long desired rest hiul not come yet 

The exhausted condLticHi of the troops^ and the 
crowded state of the barracks, made it inexpedient for 
more to enter, even could they escape the savage bul- 
let or tomahawk. With sad disappointment, the tidings 
was reeeived by the hastening party, and their hearts 
sunk within them. It was now quite dark, and the 
glare of burning buildings inisied these scalp-seekers, 
and thougih passing but a few rods &om them, their 
^'eyes were bimded that they did not see them,'' and 
they hastened on, with rapid speed, still farther away, in 
quest of their prey. With suspended breath, and flnt* 
tering hearts^ they had. heard them pass, and again, 
with as much sj)eed and little noise as possible, push 
on their tired teama From sounds they heard, d(^^th 
seemed lurking all around, but^ trusting in God, they 
fainted not In fording a stream, the exhausted 
teams gave out, and then they unhitched and let them 
gra2se, iespibd the danger. So tired and worn were all. 
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fluit tliey sank down on tlie wet grass to rest, while one 
onlj, each in turn, lifle in hand, stood guard ov^ their 
deeping fidenda 

They knew ihese blood-hounds were upon their 
track, and that, just belbre daylight, was their time for 
attack, so, as this danger approached, they were again 
on the mova Four of their nximber now left, going 
ill another direction. Scarcely were they out of si<rht, 
wh^ their fdends heard the ^ng of guns ; afterwards 
the decayed bodies of these four men were found, 
where they fell, scarcely a mile from the main party. 
Thus had these again escaped deutk 

On Saturday morning, August 28d, after a vigorous 
siege of four days, the Indians, despairing of ultimate 
success, and ignorant of the decimated condition of the 
garrison, leaving a few men to prevent the arrival of 
re-enforcements, and starve the garrison out, they wit£- 
drew their main i'orce, and moved for another attack 
on New Ulm. The Indians moved through the tall, 
dripping grass, in their approach to the doomed city ; 
scarcely five miles away were passing the mission 
party, to whom their guns were visible, and by whom 
the rattle of the same was distinctly heard. They saw 
the burning buildings, as one after another lit the sky, 
Witii its glare, or sent up its lurid columns of smoke. 

That nighty another tragic scene was enacted, at Nor- 
wegian Grove, two noiles fiom which they ^^encamped" 
ill a dciicrted house. Weary and Vvurn, ihcy slept se- 
curely, while those who fled from it two hours before 
they entered, were already dead, though they then 
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knew it not, nor of the bicxxij enactments, even then, 
«fe the ^^On>va'' Eran thia pointy their dax^en lessra- 
ed, until all had been weloomed by frimids, at yarioiiui 
points, who had, during this memorable week, been 
mounung them as among the skdn. l^ey had ^*com- 
xnitted their ways onto the Lordy'' and he had, myste: 
riously, "directed their stepa" 
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HASSAOBE AT BIG STOKE JUAKE. 

On the banks of Big Stone Lake, far away from wiiiie 
seUlemeola, govenunent agents bad a&it four men to 
eat liay, hoShi a blackmnith shop and stables^ prepaia- 
tory to establisliiug an Airency thera They liad, with 
them, John Julien, a lad of sixteen, &r cook^ whose 
paraitB lived near the lower Agenejr, and were among 
the first victims of the raid. 

The first speciiied part oi their work was done, and 
they were camped on the ahoree of the lake, cutting 
logs for the bnildinga On the morning of ihe 21fit of 
August, unaware of any danger, and sleeping in uncon- 
soiotta security, in their tent^ they were suddenly arous- 
ed by a loud and repeated war whoop. They were 
scarcely on tlic feet before they were surt-ounded by 
hfty or sixty Indians, son^ (m foot and some on horse. 

Within ten paces of the tent, a volley was fired, kill- 
ing <me man, H^iiy Manderfield, instantly. Two oth- 
ers escaped, to be murdered by another party, when 
thirty miles away. Another, Anthony Manoterfield, 
brother to the above, plunged into the ravine^ on the 
brow of which their tent stood, was closely followed, 
and several iQeifective shots fired upon him. Beaching 
the lake, he waded along the shore^ for two miles, fol- 
lowed by three Indians, in a canoe, Seeing they gain* 



biyiiized by Google 



118 



DAKOTA WAR WHOOP* 



ed upou him, yea, were about to lay violent hands upon 
Iiim, by a dexteious manoeuvre, lie eluded their grasp, 
plunged into the bushes, wlicre he remained concealed 
till the immediate danger was passed^ He then pushed 
on, with hsae and bleeding feet, in all haste, to the 
foot of the lake, and though, on one occasion, passing 
very near an Indian village, a rain, providentially, ob- 
literated his footsteps, hence he was not followed. 

At Lae-qui-parle, at the house of a half-breed, he saw 
Mrs. Huggina, whose husbanti had been murdered, and 
Miss Julia La Frambois, captivea He was kindly 
cared for, his bleeding fe^ bound up, and his stomach 
cravings satisfied. But they urged him avv'a} , with all 
possible speed, for they knew it was unsafe tor hi in to 
remain. After four days of ahnost incessant travelling, 
with very little food, he arrived at Fort Ridgley, if not 
a better, a wiser man, for his experience at Big Stone 
Lake, and to avenge their treatment of hin^ and tiio 
death of his brother, by joining a cavaliy company in 
defense of the iron tier. 

The boy, mentioned above, was taken prisoner, Ihe 
details of which, we reserve for a separate chapter. 

When the "Expedition" passed this point, in June 
after, George Spencer, and others, went over to see the 
ruins of his trading house. Here they found ike skel- 
etonsof two human fbrms, one of whom, Qeorge recog- 
nized, by the shreds of clothing left, as the clerk in iiis 
own employ, when the outbreak commenced. The 
other, as in the employ of Louis Soberts, at another 
trading post, two miles away, who, in two days, lost 
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$80,000 by thelndianiBid Here they bad lain, ifanni^ 
autamn's rains and winte anows, till sommei^s beat 

had come, aud were now,* by friendly limids, biuied, 
where, by savage hands, tliey felL How many more 
soeb theve be» their bones bleaching by son and wind, 
yet remains to be se^ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

XUBDSB OF AVOS W. HUaOIlTS. 

Some thirty years before this great Sioiix tragedy 
was enactedi Bevsi Biggs and Huggms, fiuth&l and 
devout men of God, then in the vigor and prime of 
youthful manhood, and the heart's glow of richest 
earthly love, settled on the banks of Lac-qui-parle,^ 
several hundred milea removed firom civilized life. 
But they liad (girded theni lor the sacrifice, and the sal- 
vation oi the red man, for whom Christ had died, as 
for themaelvea, was the impulse of their hearta In 
due time, a son was given to Mr. Huggins, whieli the 
Indians learned to ])et, caress and 1»a e. 

Slowly their work went on, and after years of toil, 
these now toil-worn men and women were able to re* 
joice in some perceptible good to the people among 
whom they lived. Olive plants had increased around 
their tables, and though, to human view, their work 
seemed disheartening, yet oould their hearts rejoice in 
His goodness, while they could still "iLaiik God and 
take couraga" 

Amos W., the subject of this chapter, at the age of 
sixteen, was sent away, to finish the education com- 
menced under the tutelage of his mother. Meiintime, 
K a chiinge in the base of missionary operations took 
place, and this point was left for more urgent fields of 
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labor. AmoB, liavii^ oomplotod his cdnestiony Feliim* 

ed to his father s house, bringing with hima ikir young 
bride, to gmce hia ^o&tier homa Qoyeniinent had 
designated him as its agents teacher, and general super- 
intendent of Indian affairs at Lac-qui-parla On the 
very soil where his boyhood was spent, he dwelt, and 
among the v^.people of boyhood's menuHy. ThnS| 
in quiet secarity, never dreaming of trouble, their iso- 
lation was not an unpleasant one. To these luving 
hearts, all the joys of earth centered at their own 
hearth-stone. 

Employed as female teacher, Miss Jnlia La Trambois 

had long been a valued member of household. 
Though a half-breed, she was a young lady of high cul- 
tiration, and spok^ several languages fluently. 

Two smilincr cherubs blesL their happy home, and a 
more bright and beauti^ morning never dawned, than 
on the 19th day of August, 1862. It was Iba Hug- 
gins' twenty-fourth birthday, of which she says : "She 
little thought) when the morning dawned, so full of 
hope, and promised to be the happiest day of her life^ 
it was to close, the saddest she had ever known.'' 

Mr. Huggins had been in the ^eld, superintending 
the work in which the Indians wm engaged, and at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, returned homci bringing 
with him the oxen they had been using. 

ir'revious to this, two Indians ^mlied Iron's village 
came to the house, seemed imusuaUy talkative, asked 
many questions of Miss Julia, about the sewing ma- 
chine she was using, but excited no suspicion. As 
soon as Mr. Huggins came up, they left the house, and 
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the next moment the women heard the re|x>rt of two 
gaii& Jolianishedouti aatheliidiaiiflnishe^ 
in a wild, excited numner, exelasmed to Mta EL : 

''Go out, go out ; you shall live — but go out — take 
nothing with you 1" 

* In the strange bewilderment of the moment^ she 

understood tlicir meaning, and from their man- 
ner, supposed that their enemies, the Chippewas, were 
upon them. Meohanically, she obeyed the imperatiTe 
command, when she was arofosed to terrible conscioxiSp 
ness, by seeing Julia, kneeling by the lifeless form of 
her husband ^K), Josephine I JoaqphineT was all she 
said ; but it told the awftil tale that he was dead A 
ball had entered his back, passing through his body, 
killing him instantly. An ocean of grief swept over 
soul, in that one awful and bitter moment No 
time was given to adjust the lifeless form, but seeing 
they were really going to shoot her, unless she went 
away, she hastily threw over him a lounge cover, on 
whieb she was sewing, when she ran oat ; and with 
tearless eyes, but a bursting heart, left him there, with- 
out even a last kiss of those lips which would never 
again return this seal of affection. Julia had preceded 
her to Mr. Dc Cota's, a lialf-brced Chi|)|)ewa trader, with 
a Sioux wife, who lived near, taking with her the dar- 
ling little Letta. 

When the heroic girl, with their host and hostess, re- 
turned to the tragic scene, (it was not deemed safe for 
Ae wife to go with tiiem,) they found many excited 
savages gathered around, some ready almost to ^'gnash 
on him with their teethe" for the crime of bein^ a white 
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man ; and others, among whom was the chief of the 
village, Wa-kan-ma-ni, or Walking Spiiit, who de- 
nounced the deed, the latter saying, had he been there, 
he would have died before harm ahould have come to 
Mr. Iluggina 

Before the sun went down, these friendly hands had 
buried him, without shroud or coffin, and with sad 
hearts, turned awaj^, while the evil-designing Sioux 
pillaged the house, and divided among them, for their 
breakfast) the oxen, which he had driven from the 
field. With a brave heart, JuHa had entered the house, 
even while full of pillagei>; and iiiurderei*s, and secured 
some articles, which were atterwards of great value to 
them. 

Among the relics of these spoils, were two pocket 
Bibles, one of which was the well thumbed companion 
of Mr. Huggins, the precepts of which he bound to 
his hearty as '^he man of his counsel and rule of life." 
O, what a comfort was this, in the wearv, anxious days 
of captivity which foUowed,^ — precious lor the sake of 
him who had read and loved its teachings, as also the 
"hidden manna" of its leaves — the gracious promises 
which now fed her sore heart Therefore, she trusted 
its teachings, and waited, while its Divine Author 
guarded her fatherless little ones, and kindly disposed 
the savages' hearts toward her. 
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CHAPTER XX 

CAUSE 07 THK WAB — WHAT 18 AK INDIAN? 

We append the reply of one, to the above question, 
whose opinion is at least entitled to respect and consid* 
eration. His whole statement will be found of thrilling 

interest; and wc cheerfully present to oui' readei's the 
following statement of Mr. Spencer : 

<^Eyer sinoe the treaty, whicdi was made in 1851, with 
the nation of Dakota or Siotix Indians, they have been 
flnditit^ fault, 0()in])laiuing that tlie government did not 
Htrictiy comply with the stipulations of the treaty. 
While some of the causes of these complaints have 
been imaginary, there can be no doubt but that there 
have been good grounds iur othera In regaid to the 
management of affairs among the lower Sioux, where 
the recent outbreak originated, I cannot speak know- 
ingly, as I have not resided among tliem since the 
treaty went into ellect But among the upper Sioux, 
the Sissitons in particular, with whom I have been en* 
gaged, in trade, for the past two years, there has been 
some cause for complaint, on their part 

"I have often heard Standing Bufialo, the Sissiton 
chief, complain about the whites not fulfilling their 
promises in regard to the location of mills, schools, 
mechanics, physicians, etc., among his tribe. It is true 
that the lower bands enjoyed all the advantages to be 
derived from those sources, but as they were located at 
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a distance of neaily one hmidied miles from the vil- 
lages and fields of the Sissitons, they derived but little, 
if au J, benefit firom them. It is too often the case, that 
ihe parties who are employed by the government to 
hold councils, f<Mrm treaties, etc., wiih Indian tribes, do 
not sufficiently understand the character of the parties 
with whom they are negotiating; and, consequently, 
although matters may go off smootUy enough at ihe 
time, difficulties are Hable to arise in the future, the 
coiisequences of which may be disastrous. 

^^As there are other savage tribes, standing in the 
same relations to the govmiment to-day, that the Sioux 
occupied, previous to the insurrection, it may be well 
enough to examine, imuutely, one or two points con- 
nected with Indian afiOaira, which, if properly observed, 
may be the means of preventing a repetition of the 
cruel blow, by other tribes, which has been so fearfully 
inflicted by the Sioux. In the first place, let us exam- 
ine the Indian himseli What is an Indian? 

^^Smple as tiiis question may seem, yet it is one that, 
in lay opinion, is nut thoroughly understood by our 
othcials, and others, who have Indian afiairs in charge. 
In the great chain of nature, the Indian is a connecting 
link between the wild beast and the human species. 
In shape he is hiiiiKoi, and has the gift of speech, and, 
to a limited extent, the use of language. In almost all 
his actions, he seems to be guided by instinct, rather 
than reason; to say that he possesses no intellect, might 
possibly be saying too much ; but if he does, it seems 
to be so clouded and obscured, that it does not avail 
him muck Long assodation with the whites has de- 
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yeloped, in aome of them, the reasomiig fiumlties, and 
shown tiiem to be poflseeaed of some little intelligence 

So the same thing may be said of some animals, whose 
performances seem to be more the result of reafion than 
instinoi The treachery of the Indian is pioverbiaL 
Unaccustomed to the comforts and luxuries of a home, 
there is, in his language, no word which answers to our 
word homa Accustomed, from infancy, to witness 
scenes of violence and bloodshed^^and, as soon as he 
can speak, it is impressed u})on his mind, that the great- 
est achievement he is capable of performing, is to dye 
his hands in the blood of his fellow-creatuies, wh^by 
. he may become entitled to wear a scalp-feather. He 
soon learns to take delight in participating in the ex- 
dtment of the chase, and in foUowing the war path. 
His passions being subjected to no restraint whatever, 
his imagination is conslantly taxed to invent some new 
mode of torture, to apply to the victim that may have 
been unfortunate enough to £Edl into his hand& The 
brutish propensities largely predominating, it requires 
but slight provocation to cause him to turn his murder- 
ous weapons against his fellow-b^gs. Poets may 
sing, and romancers may write, as much as they will, 
about the "noble savage," the ^'dignified and majestic 
bearing of nature's nobleman," the "generous traits of 
character'' possessed by the ''sons of the prairies,'* eta, 
but "distance lends enchantment to the view," and after 
having been, more or less, intimately associated with 
them, for the last ten years, I have been unable to per- 
ceive but a very few of those noble attributes which 
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have been so plentifolly ascribed to them. There are 
some individual exceptioxiB, it is trua As you will 
findy among our ovn moe, perBOQ% who have been rear- 
ed under the holy influences of Gfaiistianity, jxiesessing 

the spirit of fiends, so you will find, occii^ionally, an 
IndiMTi who is possessed of some ieeliugs of humanity. 
Skilled to perfection in the peculiar craft pertaining to 
his calling, and Iils pcnvers of endumnce being almost 
incredible, when arouaed, he becomes the most dauger- 
onsof foea 

**When difficulties and misunderstandings arise be- 
tween civilized nations, they may be amicably adjusted 
by negotiation, or, that fuling, a resort to war&re, con* 
ducted on scieiitific prindpleB, but never losing sight 
of the great priuciplea ul humanity. But not so with 
a rsce of savages. Diplomacy is something unknown, 
loliiem. 

"W hen tlii^y \v.cl that they have been wronged, they 
proceed (^actuated solely by a desire for revenge) to 
weak their vengeance upon defenceless, helpless wo- 
men and children. Such being the state of things, how 
ini^iortant it is that the govexiimeat ^Uouid that the 
stipulation of the treaties now existing with those 
tribes who yet remain fiiendly, should be strictly and 
faithfully complied with. Sinc^ op^n hostilities have 
been commenced by one tribe, it will not require much 
to induce other tribes to follow their example. 

"Another point, which is a v^ry essential one, is the 
employment of competent interpreters-?— men who have 
a thorough kno\y ledge of the two language& It is my 
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opinion, that more than one-half of the misunderstand- 
ings which have arisen between the Indians and the 
government, may be traced to die &ct that the inter- 
preter did not understand, himself, what had been said 
to him. As a general thing, half-breeds are employed 
to interpret 

"White men, who arc capable of interpreting, cannot 
afford to accept the position of government interpreter, 
because the salary is so small that they can make moie 
other wajra To explain what I mean, mare fiillj, we 
will examine the languages. Ten thousand words will 
probably more than cover the number of words in the 
Sionz language, while our language is said to contain 
over forty thousand words. Now, the half-breed, of 
course, is raised among the Indians, and acquires his 
mother tongue perfectly. As he grows up, hebeeomeB 
associated with the people of the frontier, and from 
them acquires his knowledge of English, which is not 
such English as is crpoken among the elite. The pei^ 
son who has acquired his education, and has graduated 
from our high schools, speaks a different language, you 
might say, from the backwoodsman, who^ probably, 
never saw ihe inside of a school-housa 

**The excess of thirty thou sand words in our lan- 
gu^e over that of the Indian, renders it very easy to 
say lihings which cannot be literally interpreted into 
the Indian tongue. In such cases, you can only con- 
vey the idea ; that is, if the interpreter has intelligence 
enough to catch the idea himsel£ Now, our officials 
are generally intelligent and educated men. In ooun- 
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cils with the Indian?, thev use the English language in 
its purity, to which the ear of the poor hall-breed is 
eotir^ XDiaociistoixied He hears big soimdix^wcfds; 
tfaey are all Oraek to hmi, and, under such dicmii- 
stances, to convey the proper idea, is next to an impos- 
aibihty. Under such circumstances, treaties are formed, 
and, when signed by all paitiea, the Indian ia, half the 
time, as ignorant of the contents of the document, as 
a natiye of A&ica. On the olJiear hand, I have known 
insla&ees where white men, who were wholly unfit fer 
Ae (^tee, have le e e i v e d and hdd llie responsible posi- 
tion of interpreter for the government; men whose 
knowle(^(^ the Indian tongue scarcely enabled them 
to cany on sunple every day convessation. They were 
favorites of tlic^e in authority, and therefore received 
the appointment, the question of competency never 
beang taken into eonaidenKtioiL Under such dtcum* 
stances, it is the easiest ihii^ in die world ftr serious 
misuiiderst^iudings to arise between the Indians and the 
governments 

"Now, in icgvrd to the Sioux, they knew that Ae 

Federal Government had been carrying on an expensive 
war for a long tmie ; they believed that almost all our 
able-bodied men had gone South to take part in the 
war. The customary time arriyed for the payment of 

t].» :r monevs and distribution of ^oods, and the Indians 
were assembled to receive them; but the money did 
not amye. 

'They were put ofl^ with promises that, by such and 

such time, they should have iheir money, but were as 
often disappointed. 
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"Two months aftear the customary timo for making 

paymentvS iiud passed, wiicii tkeir agent volunteered to 
go into the service of his country, and taking almost 
every able-bodied man on the reservation with bim, be 
left his post, to be gone, nobody knew how long. The 
Indians, fjiding that their agent had thus left them, 
without giving them any aatia&ctoty expIanatioBSi 
were at once impressed with tbe idea that the Federal 
Government had ceased to exist, and that their money 
bad been expended for the purpose of carrying on the 
war, and that they were left to takecareof themselvesi 
as best they could." 

When they broke camp at Bed Wood, and started 
for Yellow Medicine, Mr. Spacer says : 

"A fine large flag, of the Hudson Bay Company, was 
flying out to the breeze, one of the wagons in £ront^ 
and a few Ammcan flags, which had be^ captoied, 
were raised at diffimnt points of the pxxsessicm. 

"It did not occur to me, to inquire how they came by 
that emblem of British authority, but I supposed it to 
have been presented to some chief or soldier, many 
years ago, and it had been preserved until the present 
time. In the early part of the present centaiy, British 
flags, medals, &a, were freely distributed among all the 
Indian tribes by the British tradera 

''Here much time was spent in counselling Little 

Crow was very anxious to move up in a body, and 
place themselves under the protection of the Englishi 
at the Bed Biver settlement^ but a majority were against 

s 
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him. In the meantime, the attacks upon New ULn 
and Fort Bidglej had been maddi \m% their statements 
were so conflicting, and I was snlfermg ftom mj 
^vouuds so much, that I took no pains to ascertain the 
particulars; one thing is certain^ however, that they 
did not lose so many men as ibe whites haTC always 
supposed to have been killed. 

"At New Ulm, the Sioux were assisted bj some of 
file Winnebagoes, and the condnct a£ ^Little Friest,' in 
that engagement, was very highly spc^en of by the 
Sioux. 

"^'LittLe Priest* is the head ddef of the Winneba- 
goes, and lost two of Us warriors in ihat attack. Mes- 
sengers were sent from here to the Sissitons, Yaiictons, 
Yaoktonais, and to the governor of Selkirk Settle- 
ment, to inform them that they (the Mede-warkan-tons 
and Wa-hpe-kw1;es)had declared war against the whites, 
and praying for their aasiatance. They considered it 
almost certain, that the western tribes would join them, 
and they confidently believed that the English would 
assist them. They say, that many years ago, the Eng- 
iish gave them a small piece of artillery, and named it^ 
fDa-ko-ta-chis-tina,^ or 'little Sloxtx,' and promised them 
that, in ca^e any difficulty should arise between the 
Americans and themselves, they could look to them 
(the English) for assistanca I eoxdd not hear, in 
any of iny conversations yviih them, anything that 
oansed me to suspect that secessionists had anything 
to do with it If the tribes on the Missonii had been 
tampered with by secesdcnusts, (which may have hem. 
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* iise case,) tMs ouibreak, I lliijik, was no part of the 

programme. 

''Willie encamped lieiEe, ^Standing Buiiaio/ the head 
ohief of tike Siasitoiifl, came down with about two hun- 
dred warriors, and, in a council with Little Crow, de- 
manded the goods that had been taken &oza the Agen- 
cy buildings at Yellow Medicine^ as his proper^* 
This demand Litde Grow retuaed to comply with, say- 
ing that as he had done all the fighting he was entitled 
to the plundei; Standing Boftalo then refused to take 
any part in the war, and threatened Little Grow or any 
ol iiis people with death, if tlicj came into his country 
for protecUoUi in case they were defeated by the 
whitea" 
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I<AKB SHETAE HABSAOBB. 

Lake Shetak, in Minneaata^ ninety miles west of 
New XJlm, is the head^waters of the Des Moines river 

in Iowa. Atti^ted by its unsurpassed loveliness and 
fertilily of soil, some six or eight American fiunilieSi 
making a cOTmrnnity of some tfty souls, united in a 

settlement on its banka Industry was well rewarded^ 
and comfort smiled a constant guest at their heai'th- 
stonea A weekly mail brought th^tLdings&om the 
outward warring world, in the strifes of which they 
had no wish to mingle. 

On the memorable twentieth of August^ they went 
about their daily avooations as usual, tiU past mid-day, 
little dreaming of the terrible siege raging at Fort 
Bidgley, or the ^te which awaited them ere the sun 
went down. So general was tiie onslaught from one 
extreme of the state to tlic other, it is hard to divest 
ourselves of the belief of preconcerted, pre-arranged 
action. Oertain it is» that all acted under ^^orders" of 
the commanding general of evil; hence ihdur death- 
dealing power. 

Some two months before the outbreak, Mr. Phineas 
P. Hurd, formedy a resident of Steuben county, New 
York, but for three yeai*s a resident at Lake Shetak, 
with one man aada team, left home for Dakota Tern- 
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tor} ; since wMch time no tidings bad come from Lim, 
aud hxb wile waa daily watciung lor ins return ; and 
his own heart too aiao bounded with joy at the antici- 
pated welcome, as the diatanoe hourly decreased be- 
tween iiim and liome. 

The &nn which amiled under the magic wand 
ooltiystion, was left in charge of a Mr. Yoigt, and the 
tidy, ski 11 till liom>ewiie and dairy woman, was evinced ~ 
by the di^r^ aspect within domii and the golden 
batter and rich cheeae which sent their fiagranoe finom 
the dairy room, Mrs. liurJ was an industrious woman 
and early riser ; hence, before the son was up or her 
children awake^ shCy with the hired maUf waa ont milk- 
ing the cows. On the bitterly eventftd morning of 
August 20, 1862, while thus engaged, they are sur- 
prised at the appearance of aome twenty Indian hotBo- 
men, and more at seeing her bnsband's hcnrses among 
thenL Suspicion waa aioused and tiiey hastened with- 
in, while the savagea were dismoantLog, to be £>llowed 
by the whole gang, who at once commenced an indis- 
criminate plunder. Beds were ripped open and the 
feathers sent kiting in the air; cheesei for which they 
have the greatest abhorrence of anything eatable^ were 
pitched into the yard: trunks and drawers were rifled 
of their contents, and a ball was sent to the heart of 
Mr. Voigt^ who fell dead with MrsL Hnrd's baby in his 
arms, as he was trying to Inisli its criea 

TLat was an awful hour; her hcHue desolated, her 
husband, though her fears were not yet confirmed, a 
mangled carcass but a few leagues iiom the home to 
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wbicb he hastened, and now dnyea out with h^un- 
dressed ehildieii, denied even & san-bomiet or A&wlf 

and life ^^nted only on condition of giving no alarm, 
aod starting across the praiiie for the towns. Thus 
under an esoort of seven IiMiians on horaebadc, witibi 
one cliild toddling by her side and another in her 
arms, was hurried thiough an unlrequented trail 
for three miles, and then bidden to go alone, 'ix> look 
not bdnnd, nor tarry in all ihe plahis," nnder penalty 
of sharing death with all the other settlera 

The August eun wee shining with unusual bright- 
ness upon the sofTeriag head of our hercnne, and the 
thick niatt^ grass -Wiis heavily beaded ^vith dew, 
which also, soon set bleeding the bare tender feet of 
the pedestrians, and most piteously caied the litde boy 
"W illie, of only three years, to return home, and re- 
peat^y asked where she was going. Alas, she could 
not teU him. Death by savage bands was behind her, 
and starvation wiA idl its honors bef(»eL The re^ 
peated firing of guns convinced her that her nei^- 
bois were sufEeting a like peril with herself 

It was some relief to her throbbing heart, when her 
little boy ceased to complain and manfully trudged 
along by her aide, with apparent coniidence in his 
mother's course, and the younger rested in blissfiil uur 
consciousness on her bosom. 

How burst upon the shelterless, weary wanderers, 
<Hie of our wild western storms — that terrible stoim of 
i^rhich mention is elsewhere made — which, sweeping 

over the prairies and blufiiei, obliterated tracks, pro- 

Ft 
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dnoed a loll in bottle stotms, and saved haiulreds of 
hapless wanderers from savage hands and bloody 

death. So ure often life s greatest discomforts, the 
floul's richest blessinga For three full hours tihe storm- 
king iviimed supreme ; the thunder and lightning were 
temlic, and the water fell in a blinding deluge, wash- 
ing out the trail, and oovermg the lower portions of 
the pndrie. But He who folds the lambs in his bosom, 
gave her strength to wander on, breakfastless and din- 
nerless though they were, to a slight, sandy elevation, 
where, supperless, she laid down her precious charge 
for the night, wliile bitterly her heart ached that she 
could not respond to her boy^s pleadings for food ; and 
there, her scant garments drenched to the skin, all that 
long dreary night, she leaned over her children, her 
own shivering boiiy protectuig them from the wind, 
WilUe slept most of the night, but the baby worried 
almost constantly; liappily its plaintive wail reached 
not the savages' eai's, else a tomahawk would have 
sought its brain. 

The second day was a duplicate of the first, till 
toward evening, when she had the additional trial of 
seeing her little boy become very sick, and his phys* 
ical powers fiist fiuUng him ; but the baby still slept 
and nursed, and so suffered less. At night she struck 
a road, and then understood her whereabouts. With 
all her foot-sore walking, she was but four miles 
from home, having doubtless wandered in a circla 
Her heart sank within her and a sense of exhaust 
tion before unknown came upon her. After two 
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day's constant traveli joiunej was just be- 
gun. 

But, cheered by the fiu)t that she was no longer lost 
upon the vast prairie, with woman's courage she pushed 
on in the road to New UIdi, till nature demanding 
rest) she halted for the second night Willie's sickness 
increased, and he asked no more for loud. In the 
morning he oould no longer walk, but craved water 
from every spring or pool they passed 

To carry both her children was quite impossible for 
the exhausted mother, but her maternal love, of which 
we have no iuUer or nobler ezempMcation, found 
practical development Here let the reader pause and 
fix this woman and the circumstances surrounding her, 
in the mind's eye Enter into her ieelings if you can, 
after two days of fasting, watching and wandering, 
and tell me if history presents a more striking example 
of woman's heroism and endurance, as with the lire of 
determination in her eye, and firm purpose in her step^ 
she conceals one child in the grass, and taking the 
other in her arms, passes over the first half mile, when 
she deports this and returns for the other. Thus all 
that day she travels three times over the same path. 
We read of Spartan mothers and Cornelia's '^jewels," 
but it is left for Minnesota mothers of 1862, to evince 
to the world the powers of human endurance in the 
strength of maternal love I 

Take now another viv;vv. A distant cabin meets the 
eye, it revives her sinking heart and nerves her with 
the hope of rest and food, and on she presses, tell- 
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iog her boj of the relief so neax. She enters, no 
flound breaks upon the awM oleace, its inxnates had 
^th^beenmuideredarbaddesertedli Sheoommences 

her search for food, but not an article could be found. 
In despair she sank down in unoonscioas exhaustion, 
to be aroused by the plaintive, pitifol cry of her boy, de- 
manding the fullillment of her pruiiiise for food, of 
which thej had now been four days destituta She now 
bethought of the garden, and liiither she went, found 
some carrotd and onions, of which she ate, but her sick 
child reiuBed them. That night they slept in a com- 
§ieldf and she made her supper on raw com, having no 
fire to roast it The fcdlowing morning, with as mueh 
joy as Hagar felt when she found the etreain in the 
wildemeas, and pressed therefrom the cup to lJ;ie lips of 
her famisfaing boy, did Mr& Hurd find the decajring 
remnant of a ham, not to exceed a pound. Of this 
she fed at intervals her starving boy, and had the 
blissful satis&ction of seeing him rapidly revive, and 
his vomiLmg cease. It was manna Irom lieaven to 
her. She was here joined by SMne of her refugee 
neighbors, (of whom more anon,) and they continued 
together till they reached "Brown's,'' sixty miles from 
bhetak, where the inmates had been murdered. There 
they remained ten days, making l^ems^ves at home^ 
while awaking to Ihe terrible reality of their fate, real- 
izing more keenly the bitterness of experience, and the 
dark uncertainty which awaited ikenL 
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OHAFTER XZn. 

THE GSNSBAIi ONSLAUGHT. 

The note of fimn sounding ftom the door of Mrs. 

Hurd, soon extended through all the spottlement, and 
was confinxied by the strange movements of the hos- 
tile fba 

The people at onoe aronsed to their danger and col- 
lected in one house tor deiense ; but finding they were 
influfflcient in numbers and means to eombat so for- 
midable a foe, determined on flight Women and 
children were hastily loaded into farm wagoDs, and tlie 
men on foot were as body goavds for defenseless wives 
and children. Shaping then* course towards New IJlm, 
the Dite of which thuv had not heard, their an.xious 
hearts beat with premature hopes of a safe asylum 
tihera Alas, how little thought they, with aU their 
fears, that separation and death wa.s so soon to ensue, 
and that captives and lugnivcs, some of them were to 
pass through sufferings of which tibeir own hearts had 
never conceived I 

When but two miles on their jonrney, a fighting 
party of eight or ten Indians suddenly came upon 
ihem, ready for immediate aetbn. Women and chil- 
dren hid in the high gi*ass while the battle raged. 
Two of the men deserted at the onset The others 
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nobly stood their ground, till all Uie men were wound- 
ed, and Mr. EastUck and oleven othen killed 

The Indians, now regarding their work as complete, 
called to the women to surrender as prisoners of war, 
pledging life and pioteotion if they did ao; if not, 
thxeatemng them with deatii as soon as their retreats 
could be hunted out Their wounded hufibands, hop- 
ix^ they might eventuaUy be laaaomed by Goyem- 
mefi% encouraged Ae surrender. Without a parting 
kiss, and scarcely a paiiing glance, they \vcrc di iveii 
away from husbands ; and children in some instancesi 
wil^ scarcely an idea of what their &te was to ba 
Like a horrid uiglitiDare dream seemed the experience 
of the day, yea, of the last few hours. 

The supposed dying husbands watched the receding 
forms of their families, till lost amid Ae foliage, aad 
then nerving themselves to superhuman eftbrt^ assisted 
eachothertol^eirfeet in trial to escf^ — allaayeMz: 
Ireland, who was left to die^ and in his agony anxious^ 
ly awaited the end. 

When half a mile away, the captives were oyer* 
taken by Burton Eastlick, who for the love he bcm 
hi8 mother, liad determined to follow, but she entreated 
him to return for the sake of his baby brother, only 
fifteen months old, which had been ruthlessly torn 
from her; with the injunction to save him, ii' possible, 
and carry him in his <mns as far as he couldj or till he 
reached some settlement A sacred change, and how 
regarded by this noble boy of twelve years we are jet 
to see. 
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No 80(tter had Burtan reoeiyed this chaige, than 
with bursting heart, he obediently turned to retrace 

his steps, when the sharp crack of muskets made him 
look back in time to see his mother and three other 
women, together with several of the children, fidl in 
death. Three bullet wounds in the head, back and 
knee of Mrs. Eastlick, had not pirodacad the efiect d^ 
signed by the savages^ and a young monster beat her 
on the head with the butt of his gun till she was quite 
insensible, and then with the spared captives, th&j 
hastened away* 

When Mrs. EasSick revived, darkness had settled 
npon the earth, like the pall upon her heart Her last 
recollections were of her fiiend and nei^bor, Mi& 
Everett, lying near her quite dead, and her in&nt 
vainly endeavoring to draw suijtenance froin the source 
to which it had never beibre appealed in vain, and a 
little girl was crying over them in the bitterness of 
first lic;ut grief Now, these two children were dead, 
the Indians had returned and shot them. 

To &ad her husband and see if he was really dead^ 
Mrs. Eastlick crawled through the thick dew-matted 
grass to the battle ground Cold and stifi' she iound 
him, and the little son of sis: years whom she left 
wounded in the feet, was with him — ^he too had ceased 
to suiler. Eeader, picture to yourself that scene if 
. youcanl SQeiu»Bublime,i«igiimgoy«raU the broad 
expanse of earth and sky, and she alone with her 
dead, and there she must leave them Again and 
again she kisses hps and forehead, and turns away in 
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teailefls agony, but firm, and leaolved to find her iron* 

dering, living children. 

Four miles froni the main settlement of Lake She- 
tak, had resided the £uml j of Mr. Myers. Early in 
the day he had become convinced that India&fl, on 

hostile work intent, were prowling around. But there 
was no time or opportunity to confer with his neigh- 
bors, and so with a sick wife, ona bed in an ox wagon, 

with four little children, he started for some point of 
safety. 

The wounded men, before mentioned, aided by an 
inyisible power, had progressed abont sixteen miles, 

and on the folio win day lell in with the Myers party. 
There was joy in that meeting, thon^ their heaita 
were full of grief The heavy, springless wagon in 
which they found a place, relieved, by change, their 
wounded limbs and broken bones ; but slowly, very 
slowly, moved those plodding oxen along, and sadly 
their aching hearts kept time to the dull creaking of 
the lumbering wheela Their undressed ( Minds were 
pain^ in the extreme, and why or how they lived 
through these weary days, is not in the scope of human 
mind to understand Their only food was flour 
and water cakes, witii no other ingredients, baked in 
the sun, they fearing to make afire, lest the lurking In- 
dians should be attracted by the smoke, and thus 
again put their lives in jeopardy. 

They were unmolested by the way, but had several 
narrow esca|)os. On one occasion, they took shelter 
for the night in a deserted house, which had been 
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sacked by the IncKana Scaiceiy ten lods da 
another houfle, where some Indiaiui spent the night in 

feasting and plundir, 1 ut left, providentially. wiiLout 
making any dkcovery as to the oecujpaaey of the 
other. 

On approaching New Ulm. Mr. Myers left tlic team 
to go into town for assistance. When too near to rem- 
edy his error, for he was seen and pfonned, he saw the 
Indians had already besieged it, the work oi destruc- 
tion was going on, and their horrid war whoop mug 
on the air. Happily he eluded {niniiiti and thfiiigh he 
conld not retnm to his waiting, amdoos fiunily, he 
bent Ilia steps for Mankato, twenty-five miies ueioW| 
where he arrived in safety. 

The wagon party, aUmned at hia long abeenoe, eon* 
eluded some evil had befallen him, and sure he would 
not return, moved (Hi, heading their oxen toward Man- 
kata Nervous, excited, anzioua and alarmed at every 
sight or sound, worn out with suffering, hunger and 
waking, and constantly watehing for Indian ^'signs," 
it was not strange they should mistake the encamp- 
ment of U. S. troops for Sioux teepees. They left 
their wagon and hid in the swamp, but tbrtunateiy not 
till they had been seen by the soldiers, who suqieeting 
the true cause of their movements, hunted them out 
. and brought them into oamp, where a safe esoort into 
town was famished them. 

It was ei^ht days since their wounds were received, 
to which neither lint not bandage had been apphed 
But now, broken arms are set, putrid wounds dressed, 
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and the poor sofbras made as ooinfortahle as the dr- 
cmnsteiioes would allow, in a town ot only two thou- 
aaud iahabitantei already crowded with re&g6e& 
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CHAPTER y^Tn 

OUTBREAK AT THE NOBTH. 

Like a spark of fire in a magaziiie of powder, had 
been tiie war spark, igmted at Actoiii and firom the ex- 
treme nordi to the south-westom boimdaiy of Miniie* 
sot% the explosion was being felt An electric chain, 
pafisiog fvom village to villagei through every savage 
Ibearfe, oould scaicely hare produced a more smmltane- 
ous uprising. 

On the 24th of August^ a party of Sioux crossed the 
ihe Bed river of the north, at Breckinridge, where the 
entire "town*' was oomprisedin a mammoth hotel — took 
pofisession of the horses, and slaughtered or drove oflF 
Ae cattteb Their next onslaught was on the ^'Breckin- 
ridge House," which was strongly barricaded by those 
who had resolved to defend it, or die in the attempt 
Doors and windows were smashed in, and no living 
man was left to tell the tela On the following day, a 
rcconnoiteri ng party drew up before the house, and 
scarcely had their eyes surveyed the destructive work, 
eie a laige &rce <rf Indians sprang up, as from the 
eartk Theur swifirfooted hcNses, aswell as their riders, 
saw the danger, and they reached the fort^ in safety. 
A day or two after, another body of men went up to 
leani more of the true state of afiairsL As they came 
near, a woman came forth £tx>m the i>aw mill, ehciting 
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both their sympatlyr and proteotioxL She wore but 
two gannents, and these were stiff with the blood 

which, lor twenty-lour lioors, had flowed from her 
wounded side, duiing which time she had not tasted 
food. Her home was at 'K)ld GrosBiiig/' sixteen miles 
distant, where, with her son, slie kept a "station," and 
with them lived little Jimmy Seott, her pet grandson, 
only Ave yeam oUL The Indians attacked the hoose 
before brcuk tast Young Soott was killed, and his 
mother severely wounded She lay upon the floor, 
they supposing her dead, while they plundered the 
house. Tlien they came round her, kicking and punch- 
ing her with sticks and guns, stripped off her dress, 
prepamtory to mutilating her body, when the soimd of 
approaching wheels drew their attention without, and 
they rushed for the prize of the toner's loaded mar- 
ket wagon, she not daiing to moye a hand to staunch 
the blood of the wound, lest they should retujn, and 
note its change of position. But she opened her eyea, 
and saw httle Jinmiy, bewildered, and almost power- 
less from fright, and'iUnily whispered him to do the 
savages' bidding, — they might let him liva 

The &nner had escaped to the woods, and greedy 
with venal desbe, they did not pursue ; but driving tiro 
wagon to the door, emptied the flour Irom the sacks, 
and drove oli^ Liking little Jinuny, who, in obedience 
to his grandmother's injunctions, passively submitted 
to his fate. Not till the sound of the wheels had died 
on her ear, and no other sound broke upon the awful 
silence, did she again venture to G<gm her eye& Then 
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abe crawled to thedooTi where lay tine ghastly farm of 
her murdeied aon, her youngest boni, and, fidnt fixm 

the bleeding wound, and without bonnet, shawl, or dress, 
she started Fifty doUars in silver had been over* 
looked, when the Indians robbed the honse^ and this 
8lio hid in a liay stack, with the pro\'ideut hope of its 
doing good to some one. Ail that day, she walked 
and crawled, eating nothing but some saTray herbs, tiiat 
grew in her path. As twilight's mellowing influence 
fell over the earth, she crawled to the door, where she 
had hoped a friwdly admittance, Oneglanoe, andshe 
knew the fiends had been there ; and though she did 
not know of the three dead bodies within, she turned 
to thesawmill,for shelter, and was fowd, as deacnbed. 
The ladies at Fort Abmiombie made her as comfort- 
able as their own wardrobes would allow, and with 
land suq^cal care^ her wonnd was, in due lime, healed 
A party went down to **01d Crossing," tobnry her son, 
and brought to hec the money she had hidden* A few 
days after, otheini found the body exhumed, with a 
ataiee driven 'through it, into ihe eartL 

The reconnoitering party entered the Breckmridge 
Hbase^ where they finmd the three dead bodies^ with 
chains on their legs, by which they had been dragged 
from room to room, leaving a bloody trail, as the work 
of plunder progressed. They had now been several 
days dead, and were very <^ensive. 

On further search, the stage of Burbank k Co.'s line 
was ibund in the river, the top cut ot£, the horses taken, 
aad the driver killed. Artidies minor vahie were 
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scattered around, and a diBtributing office Jiad been 
improvised for ihe mail, lettens and drate weire sent to 
the four winds of the prairie. Thus commenced the 
conflict, along the northern line of travel, and so few 
were tiie men and arms at Fort Abenancmibie, that all 
who were there^ and more, were needed for its protec- 
tion. 

Many of the people who were driven fiom their 
homes, could not get to the Fort, and so made iheir way 

to the nearest village. Thrilling tales are told of these 
life adventurers, — of their almost miraculous escapes^ 
and providential guidance beyond reach of savage 
hands. We remember of a man and his vafe, with a 
little boy, of four years, whom they had brought forty 
mileSy.on their backs, coming into St Olond Never 
had thej a mouthftd to eat, and never a loud word was 
spoken. Once or twice only, did the little hero whis- 
per) "/am Atts^v;^*' 

Another instance there was of a man shot at his own 
door. His wife drew him in, and bolted the door, when 
her husband continued to load the gun, which she fired, 
tinongh the window, till the Indians, after several had 
fallen, withdrew, don ])i less supposing a hidden force 
within. The husband, sure he must soon die^ and fee- 
ing that every moment's ddiay but increased her perils 
begged his wife to save herself by flight Reluctantly 
she did his bidding, and alter incredible hardships, by 
day and by night, she leaoHed a fiiendly shelt^. A 
few days later, some white men entered dwelling, 
expecting to find only a putrid corpse. To their sur- 
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prise, the maa was still alive, though he had made re- 
peated attempts to end bis physical agpny. In a short 

time, he was re-united with his wife, rejoicing in the 
failure of the dull butcher knife to perform his bidding. 
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CHAFIER XXIV. 

SIEGE OF FORT ABERCBOMBIE. 

When the northern stampede began, Fort Abercrom* 

bie was gariisoned by only foi*ty men, in command of 
Captain Y anderhock, with no protecting walls, or even 
etnbankm^ts. The danger becoming known, messen- 
gers, with "life in their hands," were sent forth to warn 
the ciUzens, government and Bed Biver trains, known 
to be on the route, which, it was rumored, the Indiana 
had gone to intercept, and also to St Paul, for mil- 
itary re-cniorcementa The citizens at once banded 
with the troopa for defense of the post, and soon oom- 
pleted a breastwork, &xm cord wood, coyered with 
earth on the three most exposed sides. 

The list of women and children soon swelled to six- 
t j*two, who, being crowded into the soldier's quarters, 
the only bullet proof builJiiig, made a one room com- 
munity of two hundred and B&y. Here commissary 
stores were brought^ water was hauled, and whatever 
of comforts could be supplied for so large a fisonily. 
Eyelids were held open in suspense, and the nerves of 
the women set quivering, at the least note of alarm. 
There was neither eating nor deeping, only as eacli 
gnawed at hard tack, with which their pocket was sup- 
plied, when jOeuntness from the cravings of hunger 
came over them, and slept on a blanket^ which was 
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rolled 11 1 ) i or a seat, during the day. The mei), in tiim, 
kept guaxd without, while the women, even though all 
freedom from excitement was most deeiiable for some, 
energetically worked at cartridge making, or moulded 
bullets ibr hourly expected use. 

The first show of Indians was on Uie 28th of Au- 
gust, when, in a daring, dashing manner, a large com- 
pany of horsemen came m »sigiit of the fort, and killed 
the herdsman, anrronnded and drove off nearly three 
Intndved head of cattle, and many of the horses and 
mules of the fort, which, in deliance of the guns, they 
wtered the stables to obtain. A few, almost reckless 
men, went forth to dispute their right, and sheltered by 
the stacks of hay, actually drove them from the stal )les, 
and saved a few of the horses. The Indians fled to 
the woods, wheie Gap! Y. thought imprudent to follow 
them, as the fort had ])oor enough protection at best 
Take awav the handiui of men, aud who would save 
it, if attacked from another side ? The three succes- 
fliTe days, the Indians bivouaoed in sight of the Fort, 
their smoke revealing their whereabouts, while they 
barbacued and feasted. 

At early dawn, on the moming of Sept Ist, the ac- 
tual siege of the fort commenced, and, for sevcriil hours, 
raged, with iearful power, against fearful odds. The 
loss on our side was comparatively small, only one 
killed and several wounded. Their casualties were 
unknown, as only two of their dead were ielt on the 
fidd; the prairie was strewn with cloths and paper, sat- 
urated with blood, which indicated more than it proved. 
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The Lnvve little band iit the fort was, by no means, 
idle. Every soldier aud citizen worked with a will, in 
antidpation of a renewed attaok, till, on ihe morning 
of the sixth ^ — just as the sober gray was yielding to 
rosy tints — the pickets announced the enemy's ap* 
proaek This band was yaiionsly estimated at firom 
five hundred to one tliousand strong, and spread them- 
selves, the mounted ones ahead, in the form of a iBH^ 
till three aides of the fori were endosed by them. As 
they wildly dashed on to the attack, thehr yells were 
most Kri ilic, and their appearance hideous in the ex- 
trema This was so unlike anything the men had ever 
heard or seen, that the first effect was not very cheer* 
ing; but they rallied behind the breastwork, and though 
attacked at four pomts, fought with a coolness and he- 
roism equal to anything we read of in history. Had 
. they met this superior force of biood-lioundSj with oth- 
er than detennined wills, all must have fallen into sav- 
age hands, and the boildings have been redneed to 
ashes. The fire from the howitzer scattered them like 
automn leave& One shell entered a log buildings 
where many of the savages had taken refuge, doing 
deadly work. The blood on the ii(.>or revealed its ef- 
fect Alter three hoars' hard lighting, the unequal 
conflict ceased, with a decided repulse to the assaOanta 
Scarcely had their war whoops ceased to reverberate on 
the air, when a messenger, two weeks away, returned, 
with the cheering news of re-enforcements near. In 
forty -four hours, Mr. Hill had made the tri]^ of two 
hundred and hfty miles, to St Paul, and his demand 
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fcr troops was promptly responded to ; but iJiese cx)uld 
not move with the celerity of £eet horsee, nor could 
each man cany, in his hayeisack, sufficient food for his 
journey. 

Though theire were no more direct attacks, small 
scouting parties kept up a harassing fire fix>m the op- 
posite shore, wLert; bushes uud weeds concealed them. 
The dwellings, to which some of the £uniLies had re- 
turned, were being riddled with balls, and some per- 
sons had very narrow escapes. A friend of the writer 
was guest at the house of Mr. Stone, the sutl^. After 
two weeks' bating, the women went over, with the 
hope of being unmolested, wlnlc they should luivc a 
week's palatable rations prepared They were seen, 
and a ball, sent to them, whizzed past their heads, and 
lodged in the casing of the door, as ihej were about to 
enter. Then, like "rain on the roof," they fell all around, 
while the inmates of the house lay upon the floor, 
almost IneatUess, widi fear, tiU the bcdlet storm had 
subsided. Under circumstances like those named, per- 
sonal ablution or tidy apparel, was not to be thought 
o^ and for three weeks, the husband of the friend 
above alluded to, never removed his boots from his 
ieet, only to shake out the fieaa 

Under drcumstanees and with surroundings like 
those b6fi>re described, the existence of three immortal 
beings was commenced True, two of these had just 
opened their eyes, drew a few fleeting breaths, and then 
passed on to that eternal state, of which this life is but 
a shadow, — away from the cares and bloody sti'ife 
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wliich surrounded their advent into existence. In a 
soldier's bunk, partitioiied &om the mam qusrteiB by 
tent canTBS, the chill wind whizidng between the logSy 
laid my frioud, Mra L., pale, weak and penseless. 
Bravelj had she endorcMi the terrible siege, but the re- 
action oamei The little one soon passed away. Her 

husl)aii(l lay on a stretcher, iii tliu .^aine little place, for 
his wound was not liealed. All are to leave — the 
band of women and childr^ whom a oommon misfof^ 
tune had bouml so closelv, and almost made Irieiids of 
uncongenial spirits. They drew around her bunk, lor 
a last leave of one who had been a moving epmt in 
their midst — one whose manner evw endeared her to 
all hearts, high or low, rich or poor. She heeds it not 
She realizes not that she is so soon to be left, with 
scarce a female friend, — and well may it be that she 
does not Yet an All-wise Being had "ordained her 
unto life," even in such sunonndings^ and, in due time, 
the anxious hearts of friends, who could render no aid 
in this extreme need, but to wait and pray, was relieved 
by her presence among thm, she qidte satisfied with 
her eventful experi^ in frontier lifa 

Three weeks had they w^orked, watched, and waited, 
till, at last, when the BuH'ering need is withdrawn, three 
bundled men are added to the number already tfaera 
Tliese were decreased by death but eight, since the 
si^e coinineuced, but several were helpless from 
wounda Small parties were sent out daily, to recon- 
noitre, who, every little while, would discover an 
Indian, like a toad under a mushroom, his head 
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popping fiom 'neaih a bush, or from amid the weed8» 
tempting a shot, and these parties were, several times, 
surprised by superior numbers, when desperate fighting 
would follow; but the aavages were always the van- 
quired party. Once, our men effiscted, by strategic 
movement, a backward retreat, and though leaving two 
dead on the ground, and others were wounded, they 
reached the goal in safety. One of this pari^ actually 
died from friglit, a few hours after Ms return. Anotlier 
gave out, but with encouragement and aid, stood again 
upon his feet, just in time to s^d a ball to the heart of 
an Indian, who, at the moment, aimed at the heart of 
his comrade, though not in time to prevent a £esh 
wound in his leg. 

The sad presentiment of the parents of a young man, 
in this rencontre, which was distinctly heard at the fort, 
proved literally correct A few days after, a volunteer 
party went out to find and bury him and another, who 
was killed at the same time. The body of the last lay 
on his face, with his skull smashed in, and his brains 
scattered about, with eighteen bayonet thrusts in his 
back, and on one leg, a gash, nearly to the bone, from 
the hip to the calf of the leg. 

The body of the other, Edgar Wright, had been rip- 
ped open to the throat, the heart and liver taken out, 
the Inngs left on the chest, the head cut off, scalped, 
and stuck in the cavity of the abdomen, with the face 
toward the feet The hands were eut of^ and placed 
side bv' side, two feet from the body, but what was indi- 
cated by this arrangement of these organs, was not un- 
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derstood. In tluscase, as in thoee of a majority of the 
snfferers, the victtm was void of offense toward their, foe, 

and a young man of niiblemisliefl repiitatiou, against 
whom they could have had no memory of wrongs to 
revenge. They knew him well, and had received Se- 
quent hospitality at his hand. This case is not an ex- 
ception, for they have been most ingenious in devices 
of cnielly toward those who have most be&iended them, 
and for whom they had professed most friendship. 

We narrate these horrid £acts, not becaui^e we love 
to dwell upon tiiem — not because we are unmoved by 
the pen rehearsals, and the nerves can be quiet under 
it; but we give them, that the Indian sympathizers 
may see the diabolical natures of the foe our State has 
had to meet We think it a mock philanthropy, which 
would screen these guilty, un^iovoked wretches from 
merited justice. 
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XKDIAN8 AT 8IOUX FALLS CITY. 

Wherever the magic wand of civilization liiid passed, 
there went the human fiends, intent on bloody work. 
We have seen them in the interior ; we have seen them 
at the extreme north ; and now to the very south- 
western comer of the State, and even a few miles be- 
yond, in Dakota Territory, we see them as on other 
occasions, watching fbr a mark to shoot at Sioux 
Falls City on the Big Sioux river, had just commenced 
an existence, and eight &mi]ies were all its boast 
Hieir nearest neighbors to the east were at Lake She- 
t^, sixty-five miles distant, and the nearest on the 
south at Yankton, about the same distance as the for^ 
mer. 

Fortunately, on the 25th of August, a small mili- 
tary force under Lieut Bacon, was stationed here, else 
doulbtless there would have been a general massacre, 
iiiid tliC world would have been ignorant of tlic transac- 
tion. Bright and joyous rose the sun on that sadly 
eventftil day, and nought of earth or air evinced the 
dark pall to settle upon that little community, and rest 
with leaden weight on some. 

Mr. Joseph B. Amidon, who had emigrated irom 
St Paul three years before, was, as also his wife, a 
former resident ui iiia:5ex comiiy, N. Y., and they wcr<^ 
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among the ''Bist setdeiB" of this point He resided on 

a "claim," one mile from the main settleiiient, and was 
with his son at work in the hay Jdeld, nearly a half 
mile fiom his dwelling. The supper prepared by the 
Iiiind of his wuitiuLi;, watcliiiig wife, remained un- 
touched, for the husband and son came not from their 
toiL Anxiety filled her heart, strange suspieions un- 
nerved her, though she knew not of the Sionx up- 
rising. The clock ati ack ten, and unable longer to 
endure her suspense, she went to the soldiers' eamp, 
her nearest neighbors. With soldierly promptness, 
they searched without avail the field where, during the 
day, they had seen the missing ones. Across the road 
was a cornfield, and thither how they repair, fearing 
they may have been decoyed there, and ismi; of 'Ibul 
playlrom savage somca Just as the morning dawned, 
the cold, stiffened bodies were found; a ball had 
pierced the father's heart, and earth had drank his 
blood. The soft plowed earth where they lay, showed 
very plainly Willie's severe struggles with death. 
Three balls had pierced his body, to the effects oi 
which he yielded not easily or soon. They are taken 
to their now desolate .homOi where the wife alone 
awaits tidings from them. It is no marvel that she 
was well nigh paralyzed wiili the sliock of sudden 
grief, and mechanically submitted to the bidding of 
others, as they prepared to buiy her dead* 

Scarcely was the dust to dust consigned, ere the In- 
dians appeared, menacing for a %ht, which was stern- 
ly met by the detennined force A diaip, brisk en- 
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gagement ensued, in which seven Indians were made 

to "bite the dust," and which prevented the further ex- 
ecution of their base designs for that timCi 

In the rapid succession of events, came the news of 
the outbreak, and the Governor's order for the people 
to leave for some point of safety. Government con- 
Yeymsse and miUtary protection would be furnished, 
but only one hour was allowed to prepare for depar- 
ture What an hour was that 1 How much must be 
crowded into it^ and it is no wondw the brain should 
red or the heart seem petrified with ihe sudden transi* 
tion 1 But there was no alternative, savage eyes were 
even then watching their movements, awaiting the 
withdrawal of troops, for a genend confiagration, 
which ensued a few hours later. This sad-liearted cor- 
tege, moving with the swiiluess of ox and mule teams, 
are pilgrims and strangers in an unpopulated r^on, 
some of whom are obliged to make a circuit of a thou- 
sand mil^e8) to reach a point two hundred and ^y 
miles distant Such are thedangers of the way where 
moccasined feet stealthily tread. ' 

Gt 
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CHAPTER XXVL 



TH£ HBBOIO BOr. 

"We have seen Bmton Eastlick following the cap- 
tive party, and returning hy the mgent desire of his 
mother. He had seen his mother shot, and supposed 
her dead. Beside his dying brother he watched till 
the angels bore his spirit above, placed the dear little 
form beside his idolused &ther, and with a bravery 
which would have honored men of mature years, af- 
fectionately took his baby charge, and oommenced 
preparations to start, in obedience to his mother's dying 
wibh. Mr. Irehiud, who, it will be remembered, was 
^ to dicj remonstrated. ^^He could never cany out 
the dcBign, and it was better that they die there to- 
gether." But the boy was resolute and firm, "Noth- 
ing should deter him from the eiibrt,-^he would cany 
the baby as long as he could, — they might be saved." 
And so, folding his arms close about the child, he 
started. Mr. Ireland had given him some directions 
about his course, and other matters, which proved of 
use to the boy when alone upon his sti*ange but holy 
pilgrimage. 

The heroic spirit of the boy incited Mr. B^land wilJi 

new hope of life, and he said, "Why should 1 die here 
alone, when such a boy can do so much. I, too, will 
try and get away." And so he went, bleediiig and 
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suilering as he was, every rod gained mmsmag his 
desire to gain anothen Ah, there is aPhmdenoetliiit 

watchas our coui'se and aids us in dirtresa. and tnily 
man is immortal till his work is done. We have, in 
more instanees ihaA are recorded ka this woric, been 
led more than ever before into a full, fimi, unvva.verii;^ 
belief in that Providential care arid ;/uidafice which 
shapes our course in life so minate^ m to nninber 
*^iiiC very hairs of our head," 

infidel world must admit the hand to l^e mons 
than chance, which spared so man j of this doomed 
settlement, protecting them, in captivity, or Huc/:oring 
them by night and by day in effortw to reach the other 
. settlementSL Mr. Irelaad's body had been the target 
for eight balls, three of which had paAscrl throu^^^h h'm 
lungs. His wife and two of his ehjldn^n were kiiifxi^ 
and two daughters, Bosamm and Klien, carried into 
captivity, and compelled to walk the entire distenee to 
the Missouii river, being over beven hundred] uiiU^n })y 
the route they chose. This, and other incredible hard- 
ships which befell these girls, would seemin; 1 > have 
overpowered the physical energie*4, had not i>ivine aid 
been given them. He who said| Hiall upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will deliver Ihee," did not forget 
his promise, until they felt themselves safe with their 
rescuerSy though strangersi such as their young hearts 
m%ht well appreciate, and who in due time restored 
them to the arms of their father. 

Can imagination paint the sufferings of Mr. Ireland 
during his weary wanderings of fourteen dayn, that 
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followed luB resolve fer life? His wounds alone, wtth 

the kindest wifely care, and most careful nursing, 
«l,o'!](l have allowed niaiiy anxious feai*s lar the result. 
Weakened by the loss o£ bloody and the waul of food, 
with naught but the bracing breeze, and the pure spring 
water, wliich nontj too firequently bubbled in his path, 
it U soiely beyond the ocmpirehfiDaioQ of mortal, how 
the frail fabric could continue to throb and beat with 
pain^ while the lever s heat wooid nearly consume his 
Titala How painful the progrcaa, how bitter the 
thoughts of the fixture, for he knew not that one of 
his family lived, or if alive, but that a life late worse 
than death was theirs, with laint hope of liying to tell 
the tale of his horrid suffering, or much less to clasp 
tf) liis heart the remnant of his once happy family. 

Ninety miles, thick with dangers, lay before him, 
but our little hero, Burton, faltered not True, his 
arias became ven/ tired, but then he placed this pre- 
cious burden on his back, and thua the fizat day he 
made sixteen miles, and thus he traveled on, making 
sixty miles in ten saccessive days. His Ibod was raw 
com and such as he could fold in deserted housesi 
How carefully he munched the coarse, impalatable 
fare, to relieve the baby cravings for its mother 1 How 
tenderly he folded hun in his arms to shelter him ^m 
the chill night dews — how lovingly soothed his weary 
wail, lest the very breeze should announce their living 
to those &om whom they fled — and how ^9>asmodi- 
cally hugged him to his heart, at the least real or im- 
aginary note of alarm I Brave^ darling boy ! Did 
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angels ever before witness a deed like thine! His- 
tory's page fUmisbes nr i lung more noble, more desery- 
ing immortal fitmel Thy name mth the good and 
great shall live. We would iVm impress on thy young 
brow the seal of adminng approval, and record with 
immortal pen the nndying Tirtud of thy noble deed t 
God bless thee, noble boy ! 

The reader has seen the resolute mother, wounded, 
braised and left for dead, crawling back to the ^battle 
field, finding her precious dead, and, with sublime pur- 
pose heroically torn fix)m them Dew a lone, weary march 
over the now desolate i»airie& She tayeled by night 
and hid in the grass for several days, till almost ex- 
hausted from exertion and hunger. At the ri^k of 
being seen and murdered, she resolved on finding 
something to eat. So she crawled through the grass 
to a corulieid, but her stomach, so long empty, rejected 
the raw com, and she became deathly sick and obliged 
to lie by for some time. 

The fiiendly breeze cooled the festering, imdressed 
wounds, which were occasionally bathed by a cool 
spring, and on she moved, an illustration of the pow- 
ers of human endurance. At a deserted house she 
stopped over nighty killed a chicken, and with her 
teeth, pulled the raw, bleeding meat from its breast. 
She continued very sick during the night, but the fol- 
lowing morning, tearing the remainder of the chicken 
into strips to be dried in the sun as she went, she pro- 
ceeds, and this, with three ears of raw com, was all 
she eat during all those ten solitary days. Oh I the 



"Digitized 



DAKOTA WAB WHOOF. 



kmelj night WBudeiings 1 — the anxioafl, listening days, 

when the very silence was painful ^ — the terrible stom- 
aeli cruviiigs and the bitter heart throL]>ing8 for the 
loYed and aUin, as also for the living I Butgoidedbj 
an unseen hand, deHverance is sure to come. Joy, 
such as but the mother heart knows, was soon to com- 
mingle with her grie^ anch aa for a time to make her 
almost forget its woes, and her weaiy, wounded body 
it8 paina 

From Sioox Falls City, in Dakota Tcaiitory, to Kew - 
Ulm, August Oarzene, a Frenchman, was employed in 
earrying the mail Lake Shetak settlement lay on hia 
routa All the little community were known to hiryi. 
On hia return route he meeta Mrs. Eastlick, whom he 
at first scarcely recognizes, so jaded and changed is 
aha By dint of management, he gives her a seat in 
his single sulky, and at **Dtttch Ohariey's'*, ere many 
hours, she folds to her heart her emaciated children, in 
whom the reader will recognize the Immc hoy and his 
baby brother. We pfres^t the read^ the sad, happy 
group, in their fugitive garments. 

There, too, was Mr. Ireland, with eight balls in his 
body, whom the boy's oonrage had saved, togeth^ 
with Mra Hdrd and her two childien. These last had 
fallen in company several hours before and continued 
their less lonely course together. A glad meeting for 
hearts so mangled and torn I A few miles fuither they 
continue their pedestrian journey, where at ^^BrownV 
they find more comfortable quarters, £rom whence Mr. 
Ireland is sent ahead to I^Jew Ulni lur assistauca 
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Lieutemaiit JbU>berts, with twelve men and a team, 
was at once dispatched to their relief and reached 

them about midnight. The following morning at daj- 
lightj with an escort of soldiers, thej were on their 
way to join their neighbors at Mankato, who supposed 
them dead, when after fifteen days of intense suffering 
thej enjoyed the luxury of food and rest, devoid of 

« 

present fear. 

Twelve bodies had in death, at Lake Shetak, 

Aug. 20th, 1862. Twelve months and more, through 
winter's snows and summer's heat, the angels winched 
their unburied dust, while sorviying finends plead for 

an escort of soldiers, to protect them, in the last sad 
burial rite. On the 28th Oct, 1863, they had the 
moamfhl satisfection of consigning the beloved "dust 
to dust" Each body had retained its own living im- 
press so distinctly, that these was no dif^cully in made- 
ing the grave of each. 

The beautiful farms there lie in waste, and the whole 
region is depopulated. Such is the work of savage 
hands, such the horrois of savage ire. 
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CHAPTER XX Vn. 

SlSaS OF HITTCHIlirsON* 

The main body of troops, as we have seen, weore 
inarching up the Minnesota Valley, to the theatre, or 

centre of hostilities. Detacliments or coinpanies were 
stationed in the most exposed localities, some of whom 
had foriflk skinmshes with the red foei and others were 
left unmolested. Several companies of mounted citi- 
zens did eOicient service, at various endangered pomta. 

Captain Strout, with a company of fifly men, was 
stationed at Cedar Cily, whence all the people had fled 
Here they were unexpectedly attacked by one hundred 
and fi%^ IndiazuL Thej fought like veteran heroe^ 
until nearly overpowered by numbers, they retreated 
to HutchiDson, a town well fortified, eighty miles above 
the capital, and the first beyond the Big Woods, 

From Cedar City, this savage band moved towards 
Forest City, iiiakiiig a determined assault, but success- 
fully repulsed by the inhabitants, who had fortified the 
town, and made it quite a stronghold. 

Thwarted in their last attempt, they advanced on 
Hutchinson, where Capt Strout and his fifty men, to 
whom the citizens of town and vicinity joined them- 
selves, valorously met the foe, and after more or less 
hard fighting, for two days, successfully repulsed them» 
Capt Strout's dispatch, under date of Sept dd, says : 
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^'I was attacked to-day by about one hundred and 

fifty Indians, about half of them mounted They 
numbered fiiil double my force, and fought us for two 
liouiB and a hal£ I threw my oompany into four eeo- 
tions, and in open order, pressed against them, as skirm- 
ishers, after which, as they so tar outnxunbered my 
force, I made a fierce mareh againat their main body, 
which was still in ismt Our Iobb, in Ae engagement, 
was three killed, and fifteen wounded. A numbei' of 
ihe men were very much injured by exhauatian. 

"I tiiink I am safe in saying, that the Indians lost, in 
killed and wounded, two or three times our number, 

'^We lost most of our rations, uteusilB, tents, and 
some arms, fi^m the excitement Some horaee ran 
away, others got mired, so that we lost nine, in all, irom 
these causes. 

"The Indians had excellent guns. They were 

bright, and carried better than our guns. They were 
dressed partly in citizen's drees, and many of them 
rode fine horses. Their ponies would lie down when 

they dismounted Sometimes the Indians would rush 
tip to within one hundred ya«k of my W' 

Kear the village of Hutchinson, lived a Mr. Adams, 

who, witli liis wife and cliild, were fleeing for their 
lives, to the protection of the town, when he, their nat- 
ural protector, abandoned them to their fiite. Finding 

themselve^s closely ])ursiied, lie threw the child, wliiok 
he was carrying, and concealing himself in the grass, 
made his escape. She, possessed of a true mother^s feel- 
ings, stopped to pick up her child, and was captured. 
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Her oaptor wished to takotlieoliild upon liis hoisei but 
she clung to it with an nnyidcling grasp. After ie- 
peated attetnpts to take it from her, the Indian became 
enraged, forced it from her gnsp^ and then shot it be- 
fbre the eyea of the agonized moiher. These &ctB, I 
have iVoai Mr. George Spencer, wliu had been a captive 
three weeks, when Mm Adams was brought into the 
Indian eampL Daring this time» he had heard no news 
from the whites, tliong-h many captives liad been 
brought in. He sajs, ^1 told my Mend (Chadui) thait 
I should like to see the wlute wwian who had just 
been brout^^ht in, when he immediately sent for her." 

^^I found her to be a yezy pretty and intelligent little 
woman^ and from her learned the latest news in r^ard 
to the ])reparatioTis which were being made by tl^ 
whites to punish the Indiana'^ 

^^In relating to me her history, when she spoke of the 
murder of her cliild, hui lirst bom and only child, she 
wept bitterly. Upon seeing which, the Indians inquired 
tiie cause. They then directed me to explain to her 
the reason wliv her child had been killed: that if she 
would have let the Indian take it, he would have 
brought it along safely." A poor apology for his bar- 
barity, inhuman iiendj that he wa& 
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CHAPTER XXVm. 

BATTLE OF BIRCH COOLIB. 

The citizens of Miimesota had now b^on to realize 
the honors of a home war. Sorrow comes to their 

hearts, and sadness to their "homes. Familiar faces, 
which went forth, but a few days agone, will be seen 
there no more I 

The murdered dead remain unbiiried, and their 
nauseous ei&uvia taints the air, at lied Wood, and else- 
whera A detachment, composed of one company of 
cavalry, under Capt Anderson, and another of infantiy, 
under Capt Grant, in command of Maj. J. E. Brovoi, 
were sent out, August 81st, by GoL Siblej, commission- 
ed with the sad burial charge of these victims of savage 
brutality. At night, they encamped opposite the Lower 
Ag&acy^ and on the following morning, they jBind and 
bury about thirty bodies, in every conceivable state of 
mutilation, and mostly the heroes of Capt Marsh's 
company. While this was being done, a detachment, 
having crossed the river to the Agency, were engaged 
in the same sad and unpleasant duty thera About 
eighty-five bodies in all, were buried by the two com- 
panies, that day. 

Having re-united, they moved on, some three miles, 
to Birch Coolie, where they encamped for the night 
Th^ were no traces of Indians having been in the 
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vicinity for many days, and a precaution against them 
was less in their thoughts, than personal comfort, when 
their camping ground was selected. Had they appre- 
hended an attack, they would liave sought the protec- 
tion of the timber, not more than two hundred yards 
away, instead of the eanooth prairie, the most unpix)- 
pitious spot that could have been found for the ordeal 
which followed. Fortunately, the camp was made in 
the ufioal way, with the wagons packed around, and the 
teams fSast^ed to them. The horses of the mounted 
men were fastened by strong picket ropea A guard 
of thirty men and two non-commissioned officers, were 
detailed, and ten sentinels were on constant duty. 
Around the camp lire, the men talked over the horrid, 
sickening scenes of the day, till drowsiness settled upon 
their eyelids, when each, in their own respective tents, 
sunk into slumbers })rofound, unmindful of the senti- 
nel's monotonous tread. 

Sept 2d was giving due notice of its dawning mom, 
in the sober gray w^hich precedes its golden glininier- 
ings of light, and an oihcer of the guard was com- 
pleting his round with a new relief The sentinel saw, 
by the waving furrows of the tall grass, that objects 
were moving stealthily, along, in zigzag lines, not far 
away. Unwilling to give the alarm^ without cause, he 
recalled the officer, and pointed them out to him. At 
this moment, came deafeuing war whoops ii'om all 
sides, and the next, a raking cross fire poured in upon 
tibe unccmscious sleepera Most of the guard fell, some 
killed, and others wounded. The tents were riddled 
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wiih bullets, and many in tibam weie wonnded, and 

others received their death shots, before aware of the 
presence of danger. Not mxisy seconds of time was 
required for all this, and the utmost conftision prevailed, 
for a few minutes, and had the assailants charired into 
camp, a general slaughter would have followed The 
panic and confofik>n of mind, which audi hnjried eventa 
create, gave place, iu an almost incredibly short wSpace 
of timei to cahn, deliberate actioiL £very wounded 
man, whose hand oould dutch a rifle, crawled &om his 
tent, and with those uninjured, ranged himself at 
command, along tl^ edges, behind the prostrate bodies 
of horses, wagons^ <^ whatever else could answer for a 
temporary barrioada Thus on their faces, two and 
two, they worked* Some dug trenches with their bay- 
onets, throwing up the earth with thdr tin cups, while 
otiiefs, loading as they lay, would rise on one knee, fire 
and fall, to repeat the process. Meanwhile, the hoarse 
braying of the animals, in their dying agonies, mingling 
widi the groans of the wounded and dying men, is be- 
yond the power of pen to depict The first volley was 
the most deadly of any, for when the men were thor- 
oughly roused, they deported themselves with the cool- 
ness and bravery of heroes and veterans, though tliey 
had been scaicelj two weeks in the Held. Every man 
was a host It is but justice, to make some allusion to 
the honored dead, who fell here, in defence of our Min- 
nesota homesi 

Among the first to enlist in the renowned company 
of "Young Men's Guards," raised in St Paul, fcMr nar 
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tional service^ was Benjamin S. Terry. When the 
burial party w^t forth from their encampment^ at Fort 
Bidgtoy, Seacgemt Teny volimteered to aconnpan j 
them, though his company was not detailed. His ob- 
ject was to identify his bosom liiend, (ieorge Spencer, 
by some epeotfications by which a stranger could vaok, aa 
it would be i&r advanced in deoompooition (for all sap- 
posed him dead) This made known to Capt Valen- 
tine, consent was given* No sooner was the alarm 
given, than, rifle in hand, he sprang from the tent, 
when a ball pierced his side and he fell, muitally 
wounded. Seveial times after his wound was dressed, 
he crawled teom his tent, and took omening aim at the 
head of a errass-hidden foe. He was j)erlectly aware 
of his situation, and before the sun went down, had 
fought his first and last battle witii the Indians, and 
closed tiie inure iiiiportant liic battle. He was a mem- 
ber, modest and unassuming, of the i^'irst J3aptist 
Church, in St Paul, and of three brothers, y^sm the 
second who had fallen by savage hands ; the first in 
1852, while acting as their teacher and missionary, at 
the north. His body was afterward removed to St 
Paul, and more than one eye was dimmed as they saw 
the frienci for whom his own iile had been given, with 
tearful heart and sad &ce, acting as first bearar at his 
second burial 

Corporal Wm. M. Cobb, of St Paul, was a young 
man of many virtues, and the pride of his fiither's 
hou8eh<dd He received torn bullets at one volley 
but still bravely fought on for an hour, when, ex- 
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liaufited ftom the loss of blood, he walked to the mr- 
geon% td&ty where hk woiuids were dxQ^ Helived 
imtil the next morning, but not to see the end of the 
fight His dying injunction was ^^not to give up the 

Sergesnt Wvl Irvixie was among the braveet of the 
brava For thirty hours he lay upon his hce without 
feed or dnnk, dieehaigiiig hk gan as often ae he could 
^^ht an LadiaiL'' He had jiiet sent a message to 
Cap! Grant that he had killed three or lour, when a 
a baU pierced hia head, leiidemig him 8^1^ He 
died on loa way to the fixrt^ after xelief had come to 
that worn out bancL 

These, with others, were afterward removed to St 
Fanl^ and wA auitaUe hononi, boned ip OaUand 

Cemetery. *'So rest the brave." 

All that da\ <ind all the nighty that bullet shower 
mged. The little brave band was completely snr- 
rounded, and no possibility of sendiner for relief — un- 
less heaven interpose, th^y must all die. Many a one 
lay soakfae^ with hk own Uood, the soil of the trench 
lie had dug wifli his bayonet and tin cup On the 
morning of the 3d, the crack of the riiie i& gUll 
lieard, and its effect continaes to tell upon our men. 
With savage yells and demoniao war-whoops the work 
goes on till nearly night 

In Gapt Grant's force were several half-breeds, who 
had fought valoTonsIy all the day and night On 
Wednesday morninf^, the Sioux comniiiuJer called out 
in his own language lor these to leave the whitesi ooxm 
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oror to their nde, andihejrflhoald Iiatb proteetkm, M* 

Buriug them that only the white blood was sought, and 
that the J were going to chaxge at onoe aod put eresj 
person to death. This was undeistood by all the half 

breeds, aud Maj. Brown, who translated it for Oapt 
Orant 

Btit Heavm interpofled in the moment of greatest 

peril, aiid sent the boom of the approaching cannon^ 
and at the same mcxnent, an Indian hcwaeman rode 
rapidly up to their commander, and was diatimotly 
heard to say, that ''two miles of white men" were com- 
ing to the relief of the besieged party, which was fsdr 
lowed by the quick command to '^eut tiranaff^ — anni- 
hilate them T' 

The pickets around CoL Sibley's camp at Fort Bid^ 
ley, fifteen miles distant, heard the firing early on 
Tuesday morn in <r, and reported the same at headquar- 
ters, but the echoes £x>m the woods and reverberationa 
fix>m the blufb, prevented them from d^mnimng the 
exact point of cuai]/ass from whence the sounds pro- 
ceeded. Convinced that the burial detachment was in 
imminent p^il, Mmewherty two companies, with a few 
mounted men, with a six pound howitzer, under 
OoL McPhail, were ordered to their reUef As 
by intuition, their march was shaped in the zi^ 
direction. 

Bidding deduce to the men and terror inspiring 
gun, the savages hastened w to meet and annihilate 

them, leaving a few men around the camp, which they 
thought now almost defi&nseleas. Little Crow had pro- 
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claimed to his people that CoL Sibley's amy wa« com- 
posed of cid men and little boys — hnoe hat little to 
be cbeaded in Ihe oonflioi But when thev saw the 
formidable aiTaj, with all the modara paraphonalis 
Of war, they deemed ftimihibitkm leas enie^ and oon- 
daded to defer it till the next day, while they demon- 
etrated their prowess by firing from a distance, brand- 
ishing their hatchets, defiantly waging their Uanketa 
and somiding the horrid war whoop. 

To the inexperienced eye of onr men, the scattered 
borde of sayages seemed greatly magnified in nnmbm, 
and Aey fimeied ihemselves too weak to cut their way 
"to the relief o£ the struggling, suffering band; there- 
Am they Myonaced for the night, and retnmed a 
messenger for still greater re-enfofcement& This mes- 
senger was the brave and intrepid Sheehan, of Yellow 
Medicine and Fort Bid^ery renown. The Indians an* 
tietpating the design, tried to eat him off, chased him 
acme seven miles, sending more than fifty bullets at 
hhn — bat his work was not yet dona CoL Sibley, 
wifli his entire remaining force, took up the line of 
march the same evening, reaching the second detach- 
ment about midnight At early dawn the colamn was 
in motion. As the sun rose, the sheen of bright mus- 
kets, in the hands of distant running Indians, was 
seen all around them, but quite out of ranga They 
had delayed their attack for the stimulus of rest and 
food, but now, when they saw this column twice the 
length of the preyious eyening, they were powerlesa 
with wonder ; unable to account for its sudden growth, 
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and daidared that '^Te miles of wliite men and a big 
gun were too much for tlit iii to ligiit" 

A raffident nmnbar of the enemy had remained at 
Bireh Ooolie to keep up a liaraesing fiie. The main 
body of the Indians continued to brandish their bur- 
niflhed weapoaa, whioh iiaahed back the eon's myn, 
and louder and more defiant beoame the oontinuooB 
war whoop* 

ThuB was each party deoeiyed with the numto and 
alrength of the otiheK^ Our fime oontinued to ad- 
vance m battle line, their lire, however, iiaving but 
little or no effect on the distant foe, unless it was ie 
impart an impresrion of superiority in strength and 
discipline, and keep them in the distance, till thej 
finally retired 

When first the group of conical tents appeared 
across the distant ravine, there were doubts whether 
they were Mends or foes. To annihilate them if the 
latter, before they liave time to remove, and to relieve 
them if the lormer, the march is quickened. Dead 
horMS form the barrioade^ but not a sign of life ap- 
pearsL Had all been slaughtered and the relief cosie 
too late ? Aye, live men were in the trendies and joy- 
fiilly aware of the approach of ihends, for thej knew 
they could hold out but a few hours longer. The 
want ol' \v;iter alone would soon have made them pow- 
eiiesBi Had the savage force remained undivided, 
they would doubtless even then ail have been found 

slain. A strange, wild, but genuine joy reigned in 
camp. Some clapped their hands and laughed, othm 
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danced in delight — some gave praise to God, and oth- 
ei» were mute with their refti heart giatituda 

There was bat little time for oongratnlatian, fer thir- 
teen dcail comrades lay unburied, and sixty more were 
sutieiiiig from wound& ^'The hero of & thousand bat- 
tles" no more deserves the laorel wreath of fame than 
the heroes of Birch CooUa For thirty-six hours, 
without hxKi or rest, they had worked as none but he- 
roes can, and had held their camp against three hun- 
dred ssTagefbes. 

Impruiiiptu liiattrasses of prairie grass, placed on the 
haid wagon bottom^ served forambolanoes, and at sun- 
down they commenoed their return march. At mid- 
night, tired ami worn out w^th fighting and marching, 
they entered camp at ¥ort Kidgley. 

Aeoording to fiu^ts afterwards obtained fiom rdiable 
sources, the Indian force at Birch Coolie was three 
hundred and nineteen men, who had come &oaL tkeir 
eocampments at Yellow Medicine^ with the design of 
separating in two columns and simnltaneonsly attack- 
ing Mankato and St Peter, in order to mete to them 
the £Kte of New Ulm, and had no idea of meeting any 
oppoaitioa by tiie way. The event proved that ihe 
detachment had been started from Fort Ridgley at the 
light tima Had these savages met with no check, 
they would have laid those flourishing towns in ashes, 
and many of the people would have sliared the fate of 
t^ose of New Ulm, and the adjacent country — and 
ihen it was their purpose to fellow up this sucoesB 
(they never tiiouglit of repulse,) to St Paul, attack it 
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ia the ni^t time axui reduce it to ashes, and mora se- 
verely afflict the people than they had elsewhere. But 
God rules, and theu' designs were thwarted. 

Those whose graves were made on the battle-ground 
were not the only yictims of the Birch doolie battle. 
Uue after another of the brave wounded swelled the 
list of deadf so that in ten days they numbered twentj* 
threa Of these, Bobert Gibbons is worthy of special 
mention, being a luimble Christian and prominent, de- 
voted member of the Methodist Church in St PauL 
He had girea two sods to the national army, and when 
a sudden home emergency arose, he joined a cavalry 
company to die the soldier^s honored death, and when his 
remains were removed, to recrive lihe soldier's honored 
burial, amid bleeding hearts and appreciating ftienda 

Mr. J. W. DeCamp had entered the ranks to fight 
in retaliation of the supposed death of his wile and 
Hbree children. But im ML whOe fighting valoroasly, 
and though he reached the fort alive, he did not live 
to know but his worst fears were tme. 

Mrs. DeOamp was a companion in captivity wiitli 
Mr. Spencer, and the utter nenlect with which she was 
treated, was almost as unendurable as the surplus of 
of attentioni to others* She was claimed by no <»ie in 
particular, and consequently, often went to bed hun- 
gry, she and her children, if indeed they were so for- 
tunate as to find a blanket bed, on which to £deqK 
Our informant has himself besought the pity of the 
inhumau brutes and obtained something ibr her to eat 
: . One dark rainy nighty aceordiog to a pre^ananged 
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plan, with no one to guard her, she found little diffi- 
culty in seeking the river, where a jQotilia of canoes 
awaited hersdf and children, togetiher with Hoe &mily 
of her rescuer. For three da\ < iiiid iii;rhts thev floated 
or paddled down stream m these open craits, with the 
diaoomfortB of a cdd, diia^ing lain^ with insnffieient 
dothing or food. But hope of a re-union with her 
Luhband, stimulated her desire £ot liie. 

On their way, they discovered a womaa aad five 
chOdien lurking in the bushes, their doihes and ^h 
rent with the briers, and they were much emaciated 
fiom long £isting and anzioiifl winching. This was 
Mm Bobideaox, who w» welcomed to their frail fleet, 
and ijia^le ascomlurtable as circimistiiiices would admit 
These were ail brought safely into port by Lorenzo 
Lsxumoe, a christian Indian, who jeopardized his lilb 
in this and other ki] ulixd acts, and with John Other- 
day, and others, is entitled to the gratitude and pro- 
tecticn of white people for all tima These are evi- 
dences that the missionaries' labors have not been en- 
tirdy in vaLo. 

Simon, too^ mo&Bt iduistiaa Indian, and an old 
man, reecued Mrs. Newman and three childr^ from 
the hands of their captors, and rested not till he had 
placed them in fiiendiy hands at the Fort But the 
hn^ai hopes which po<»r Mm DeOamp entertained of 
meeting her husband went out when she reached her 
destination. Seat brimming cup of sorrow oveacflowed 
ai his grave, which had been made several days when 
£ih& reached the Fort 
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GHAFTEB XXIX. 

BJlTTLB or BIBOH OOOLIB — OFFICIAL BXPOKF OF 

KAJ. J. B. BBOWK, COMMA^'IilNG DETACHMENT. 

Port RiDGiiEY, Sept 4, 1862. 

Col. If. n. Sibley, Comma ndmr] Krpcdltion in Sioux Voujdry : 

Sib : — In compliance with your order, I left tiie en- 
campment at this post, on the mondng of August Slst, 
1862, to visit the different settlements between this post 
and Beaver liiver, to search for and bury all persons 
that oould be found mmndered) and at the same time, to 
examine the country about the Lower Siotuc Agency 
and Little Crow's village, to mark all indications of the 
morement of the Indiasifl, and the course taken by 
them in their retreat 

Oapt Grant's Ownpany A, 6th Begimentj Capt An- 
derson's Company of mounted men, several Tolxmteers 
fiom the offioers of the expedition, a &tigue party of 
twenty men, and seventeen teamsters, with their teams, 
formed the force of the detaohmrat 

On the 81st of August, the detachment moved in a 
body and encamped on the Minnesota bottom, at the 
mouth of Birch Coolie and opposite the Lower Sioux 
Agency, having found and buried sixteen corpses du* 
ring the day. 

On the 1st of September, the detachment marched 
in a body to the riv^ bank, when the mounted eom- 
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pany, with one team and eight of the fatigue party, 
aocompanied me across the liver, under the protectioa 
of the in&ntry. Aft^ aearohing arotmd tiie Agency, 
arid becoming satisfied there were no Indians in the vi- 
cinity, Capt Grant was directed to remain with his 
eompany, and twelve o£ the &tigae party, and sixteen 
teains, on the east side of the river, to bury what mur- 
dered persons could be ibund at the crossing and at 
the aetilementB, as &r aa Beaver riveiv and fix>m the 
Beaver river to rciurn to the upper timber on the Dirch 
Coolie, and encamp. 

I proceeded with that portion of tiiedetacHment that 
had crossed the river, to bury the dead about the 
Agency, and then proceeded to Little Crow's village, 
and fix>m there I went alone to whm the road leading 
to the Coteau de Fhurie diverges fix>m the Yellow Me- 
dicine road, to ascertain whether the Indians had gone 
to the Coteau, or continued up the Minnesota, towards 
the Yellow Medicine 

The road and the camps about Little Crow's \qllage, 
indicated that the main body of the Indians had an 
immense baggage train, which had gone forward about 
six days previous, and a smaller baggage train coming 
from the lower part of the reservation, had gone forward 
two days subsequently, the entire force keeping the 
Yellow Medicine road. 

In all our examinations, no signs could be found 
about the village, along the road, or at the river cross- 
ing, near the village, that any Indians had been in the 

vicinity for the fou i days previous. This was the imi- 

Ht 
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ted opinir>ii of Maj. Galbraitli, Mp?«sm Alex. Farihanlt, 
Gea Faribault, and J. J. Frazi^-r (who were among the 
yolunteen,) and myself; and, as the Indians, when 
cncani}>ed near th«'ir vilhigtvs, invariably visit them 
ir^uentiy, the general fiuppoeition wa^, that upon 
learning the approach of troops, the lower Indians 
had gone up to join the Yellow Me< Heine Indiana, 
that they might subsequently act in concert in 
their defense agginst the troops, or in their movement 
west 

Uaving accomplished the object of my visit to Little 
Crow's village, I proceeded to die ford, near that village, 
and re-en)s.«»ed the Minnesota river, and near sunset, 
reached the encampment .^elected by Capt Grant, near 
the upper timber of the Birch Coohe, and about three 
miles from the Lower Agency. 

The two divisions of the detachment buried, during 
this day, fifity-four murdered personsL Capt Grant 
found a woman who was still alive, although she had 
been almost entirely without sustenance for fourteen 
days, and was severely wounded She escaped &om 
the massacre at Patterson's Rapidsi 

This camp was made in the usual way, on the smooth 
prairie, some two hundred yards from the timb^ of 
Birch Coolie, with the wagons packed around the camp, 
. and the team horses fastened to the wagons. The 
horses belonging to the mounted men were fastened to 
a stout picket rope, between the tents and wagons, 
around the fe<nMh half of the camp — Capt Anderson s 
teute being behind his horses, and Capt Grant's tents 
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being inside the wagons, which formed the north half 
of the campu 

A guard of thirty men and two non-commissioned 
officers was detailed and organized — ten sentinels be- 
ing stationed about thirty yards from thewagouB, at in- 
tervals, around the camp, with instructions to keep a 
good lookout) and report any noise or oth^ indications 
of the approach of Indiana 

Nothing was reported from the guard, until half past 
four o'clock, on t!ie morning of September 2d, when 
one of the guard called out, ^Indians," and ahnost in- 
stantly afterward, a shower of balls fell upon the oamp. 
The firing, for probably a nunute, was entirely on the 
part of the Indians, during which time, many of our 
men were either killed or wounded ; but the mortality 
Hiuong the men, at that time, was, hy no means, as se- 
vere as might be supposed, owing to the protection 
afforded by the horses. 

Capt Anderson and his company promptly availed 
themselves of the protection attbrded by the wagons 
near him, and opened fire upon the Indians. 

Capt Grant^s company and the fatigue party prompt- 
ly seized their arms, and commenced firing ; but, they, 
for some minutes, continued to expose themselves, im- 
prudently, and, consequently, were very much cut to 
pieces. After the entire detachment became settled 
under the shelter of the wagons and dead horses, but 
few were killed or wounded, and the close firing on 
our side soon caused the Indians to withdraw to the 
shelter of the woods. 
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After the withdrawal of the Indians, the consjtmc- 
tion of rifle-pits was commenced in different parts of 
the campi which, although the men woriced with a will, 
progressed slowly, owing to the hardness of the soil, 
and the want of proper tooid. Tinee spades, one pick, 
bayonets, tin pans, etc., ocxistitated our means for ex* 
eayation ; and yet rifle-pits to the extent of about two 
hundred feet in length were completed. From the time 
the lifle-pit was commenced, bat one man was 
killed and two wounded^ althongh Ae fiie of the 
Indians was oontmucd until the arrival of re-enforce- 
xnenta 

Although the Indians had great advantages over tm 

in the early pari, of the ena-igemeiit^ I think that the 
mortality on our side, ieariul as it was, did not exceed 
lhat of the Indiaas, judging by the numbers th^ 
carried across the prairie from the timber from which 
they iired. Our men were cool, and had orders to dis- 
cbBTgd their pieces onl j when a pxMpect of hitting a 
foe was presented. 

About two o^clock, on the 2d of Sq)tember, the 
repcnrt of a cannon, which we were confident was dis^ 
charged by Mends approaching to oar reliei^ was hailed 
with joy, and as we were then in a condition to laugh at 
all the attacks of Indians upon our position, we £q1s 
confident that they would be cheated of a viotoiy 
through starvation or thirst 

As the re-enforcements advanced, the Indiana began 
to withdraw irom us, and prepare for operations agaiust 
the approaching force. We could see and hear ihe 
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JsadmiBf md learned through them that the fotise wad 
not large^ and they hoped to cut it off This gave us 
some uneasiuess, because we feared the troops might 
attempt to Gross the Biich Coolie aboat dark ; but we 
floon learned they wm halted, and that iSbe Indiana 
proposed to wait until morning to make an attack 
upon them. In the morning of S^t 3d, we again 
observed the the manoeuTm of the Indians, and oould 
plainly lieur thci r laint'iuations at the discovery that you 
with jour entire Ibrce had reached CJoL McPhaiFs 
eamp during the night From that tune, the Indians 
liad no hopes of eitiier captnring us or defeating the 
re-enforcementai Still they i^ept up a fire on us until 
jour Tan reached widiin two or three hundred yar^ 

of UflL 

The Indian force which attacked our camp, I esti- 
mate at &om two hundred and fi%^ to three hundred, 
aU well armed and many mounted on good horsesi 

Enclosed, you will find Capt Anderson s report, 
detailing the force, operations, and casualties of his 
oom p any. His offieers and men (with the exoeptions 
he indicates,) acted with the utmost coolness and cour- 
age. The captain, although twice severely wounded, 
eontinued in active command of hia company until 
your»en«woemOTtsTeadied our camp. T6 the prompt 
movements and energetic action of himself, and his 
officers and men, the early retreat of the Indians ftom 
the prairie, is in a great measure due. 

Capt Grant rendered important service in the 
oonstruction of l^e main line of ri£e-pit& Lieut 
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Gillam, of Capt Grant's company, with a small party, 
located themselyes on the left of Capt Anderson early 
in the %bt, and did gallant service. Lieut Baldwin, 

of tlie same company, also acted with cool courage in 
the different portiona of the camp where his duties 
called hint Lieut Swan, of ihe 8d in&ntry, (a vol- 
uuteer,) was in cbarge of a party near and on the left 
of Lieut Gillam, where he and his party did good 
service. Mr. Alex. Faribault, with his son, J. Fzazier, 
and other volunteers, Lad position on the north por- 
tion of the camp, where good service was done during 
the continuance of the battle. Major Oalbraith and 
Capt Redfield, both volunteers, were wounded eaiiy 
in the morning. Galbraith received two wounds, 

but continued to assist in tiie construction of the rifle 
pits. Lieut Patch, (volunteer) and Sergeant Pratt, of 
Capt Grant's company^ also rendered valuable service 
in the defense of the western rifle-pit 

There wm wounded, of the volunteers, in addition 
to those mentioned above, Daniel Blair and Warren 
DeCamp, the latter very severely. Mr. J. CL Licken- 
son, of Henderscm, andR Hendeison, of Beaver river, 
also volunteers, Ici't the camp in company witli four 
Others at the lii-st lire, and were probably killed. The 
body of Mr. Henderson was found a short distance 
from the camp. 

Having received no report from Capt Grant, I am 
unable to give the names of the killed and wounded 
of his company, and the fatigue party attached to it 

There were a lew men who behaved badly, mostly, 
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I think, teamsters ; but with these exceptions, the entire 

detachment acted with commendable coolness and 
courage. Probably the desire of Capt Grant's com- 
pany to charge upon the Indians, led to their exposure, 
and consequently so many deaths and wonnd& After 
they took position behind the wagons, but few casual- 
ties occured. 

It is a singular ftct, that the woman found by Capt 

Grant escaped unhurt, although she lay in a high 
wagon, exposed to the iire of the Indians,, and which 
had sereral balls pass through it The killed and 
wounded were reported to Van on the 3d instant, by 
Dr. Daniels, who accompanied the detachment That 
report I believe to be correct 

Every horse belonging to the" detachment was 
killed, excepting six, which were left at the camp, 
being wounded and unable to travel 

The tents belonging to the detachment were perfectly 
riddled, one having one hundx-ed and forty bail holes 
through it - They are unfit for service. 
Very respectMly , 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH B. BEOWN, 
.Maj. GteiLj 8d Division Minnesota Volunteer Mil, 

Gom. Detachment 
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CHAPTER XXX 



WANDKEING B£FUG££S. 

Alone, in the wild morass^ tlirough tangled bottom- 
laiidthiotetB^crowlijigiQtaUpr^ 
on liazel-nuts for eight days, a mother wandered with 
her child. Jbler scant house covering nearly worn fix)in 
Iter peraoB) was poor proteetion ftom the chill night 
air, and the dew-beaded grass added to the disoom- 
fiture of her midnight ramblinga No Indian trail, 
even, noarked the course for her feet to tread ; but her 
i^jtamed ey & niarked the course of the stais, and her 
uplifted heart sought guidance of Him who "stayeth 
the rough wind in the day of the east wind." The 
in&iit which nestled row quietly in her bosoms had 
ever been fretful, restless and loud crying. Often she 
detected the savage foe prowling upon her patL Then 
she would knedl and pray for deUyerance, and that the 
pitying angels would keep quiet the babe, that its 
wail reveal not her lurkii^ place — so would the dan- 
gerpasa 

bumdiUe as it may seem, this woman, 1^ Almira 

Harrington of Leavenworth, Brown county, -had a se- 
vere bullet wound in the back. The same ball had 
killed a man near her and severed a finger from the 
hand of her infant 

The &rst night of encampment by the sad New Ulm 
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cortege, on their moimfiil route to IbnkEto, was Her 

rescue mada She was cautiously crawling through 
tke grass towards the encampment, when discovered by 
a picket, who snapped two caps at her before he dis- 
covered she was a white woman, and but for their de- 
fect he would have shot her. This mistake oocjoired 
fiom her hailing him in the Sioux language — hevevy 
naturally mistaking her ibr one of the tribe. Her 
*Btorj is a very thrilling and aflfecting one, and given 
wiUi no ordinary intelligence, as she is a woman above 
the ordinary grade of intellect Herescape and reBcue 
may be regarded almost a miracle. 

The escape of Mia. Oarathers, of Beayer Creek, 
&om her captors, is hardly leas remaikable than the 
former. Two Indians claimed her, botli of whom de- 
termined to make her his squaw. The contest between 
them became fierce, each unwilling to yield his ri^l 
In the heat of the quarrel, one of their squaws, fearful 
of being supplanted in the aiicctions ot her lord, sig- 
nified a readiness to aid hen She accordingly spirited 
Mrs. Oaruthers and her two children off "to a cornfield, 
from whence she made her escape, not waiting to know 
the result of the quarrel 

After being out two days and nights with little rest, 
she reached the Minnesota river, where she found a 
oanoe and tried to paddle herself over. But ^^white 
squaw** having not yet learned ^'the light canoe to 
guide/' found her frail craft playing funny antics, and 
resigning herself to its pranks, she laid down *'the 
piuldle^" and floating on with the drift-wood five or six 
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miles, WM prondeaUally thrown on ihore near the 
Fort Sbe npped fcr onlmioe, wiAsone ddld in her 

arms aii'l auuther oa ker back^ and ibuiid a sate asj- 

An Mnnnni^ moidcnft ooooiTBd witJi a yopng lady 

captive at the Ijower A^ncv. The house of the 
Jipiacopal clergyman, Mr. Hinimo^ had beea pillaged, 
andhiflcleriori robee dooeciated to aarage nsa With 
the red muii, its Wiili liiaiiy wliite men, it is the dress 
that makes the maa — hence their increased pomp and 
alitelj bearing when new bbuiketB axe distributed. 

No doubt lie hud l< ><>ke(l in some time at the open door 
when the good man had beeu ministering at the altar, 
with an enyioaa eye for his priestly iobe» Now wfaal 
could be more opportune ? It was his, he had got it, 
and he would wear it — he would even honor his lair 
eapliye with the esoort of his dignified self in pmitift- 
cal rohcv"^. In self-admiration and self-congratulation 
he sudked around, vainly imagining himself the ad- 
mired of ftir eyes, when a witty thought siraok him, 

and turning to MLss , he asked if she "belonged to 

ilia church The iudicrousness of the scene* despite 
the sadneBH, prodnced an audMa mik^ at which the 
poor fool wjus so ehited, attributing it to his witticism 
alone, that he arose in ecstatic raf)ture, and for the mo- 
ment foigot all but himsel£ The oppoortunity was 
seiztd for escape, and when the pompous wit came 
down to a level with the rest of mankind, "his biid had 
flown," and no magio could lure her fiom her safe hid- 
ing place. 
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A yotmg man who escaped the mtnderoos grasp, 
lay all that fearful Monday in his grassy concealment 
He thea moved on aa best he opuld, till, finding him- 
self nearly Bonounded, he crept away in ihe grass, 
barely avoiding their savage clutclies. Here lie re- 
mained tiii a heavy rain came on, when, from a kuowl« 
edgeof their character, he felt he had little to fear. So 
lie manceuvers till confident of eluding pursuit, and 
boldly pushes forth, from a high blufif he has sur- 
Toyed the aoa&e, and no aigna of Indian for miles 
anoand. Down the hill he msbes with rapid strides, 
but at the base is Inrought to a dead halt One hun- 
dred and fifty wairion at least are huddled together in 
iSae tall grass, not ten feet firom him. The noiseof the 
rain prevented the detection of his footsteps, and for- 
' innately their backs were toward him, blankets drawn 
over their heads, and heads under thdr arm& Quick 
as if a thunderbolt had hit him, he drops to the ground 
and conuneuces a worming ascent — hunger and wear!- 
new creeping upon him. Anotii^ day and ni^t he 
vests, when again he resorts to the creeping process, and' 
finally, succeeds in reaching a standing where erect 
locomoti<m is comparatively safe, to find not unfire* 
quently in his path some fiieshly bleeding token of 
their inhuman deeds. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE MANIAC. 

When Captains Chittenden and Northnip, under 
OoL MoPhail, passed up the Minnesota Valley, to raiae 
Ae riege of Fortr Ridglej, they were joinad by Charles- 
Nelson, a Swede, whose home at Norwegian Grove Set- 
tlement was burned the day previous by the Indians. He 
had seen the tomahawk cleave the head of his ¥rife in her 
attempt to escapa His two little sons he last saw run- 
ning ibr the com, and the Indians in close pujrsuik 
He, with bleeding feet, walked twenty-fiTe milea to 
Henderson, where he met the troops, and supposing 
himself the only survi\ or of his family, joined them, 
thus to avenge their ML 

PlBssmg the spot^ so late his happy home^ he aeemed 
utterly stupefied with grief, and mechanically closing 
the gate of his garden, inquired, "When it would be 
safe to letom." Mta reason wa$ gem I This incident 
incited the following lines a few days after, while their 
writer, Captain Chittenden, was seated under the Falls 
of Minne-ha-ha, which our nation's poet has immortal- 
ized in his wondrous (?) song of Hiawatha : 

Minne-ha-ha, laughing water, 

Cease thy laugninjs^ now for aye, 
Savage bauds are red with slaughter 

Of the innooenttCHlay, 
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1H Mooid* fhy wparHw kMMr 
With their Iftii de^Mdring wmH ; 

While ihou'rt dunciag^ in the gui>bnm» 
Mangidd corpses strew the Taie. 

Ghaaga tby note, ga j MmmiKi W; 
Let toma oadderiMiB fNvail— 

listen, while a maniac wanderer 
Sighs to hia wuM taU: 

*'QiYe ina back my labfa ti ii m^ 

Let me Idas them ODoai(|piia.1 
8he who blest me with car^ssei^ 
Xiea onburifid thepUial 

*'8ee yoB MBoka; Ibare vaaaf d«dlfa|f ; 

TTiai is all I have of home ! 
Hark! I hear their fiendish yelling, 
Aa I hoaaeleas, childless roam I 

''Him €h^ MBad Biy Hbm and Otto? 

Did they find tliam la the cotnT 
Go and that aayage morster, 
Hot to aUj mj y onagest horn. 

*'ToDder is my Bew4>oQght wmpm, 
Ston^og 'mid the rifMoed graia. 

E'en mv cow aaks why I leave her 
Wan^'ring aamllkad o'er the plain 1 

"Soldier, burv here my Lela ; 

Flaoa ntie abo 'asath the aod; 
Long we lived and wrought together— 

Let me die with her-^O Godl 

"Faithful Fido, yon they've left me; 

Can yoo teU roe, Fido, why 
GodatiMee haaUim bereft m$i 

AUIaakiahefetodta. 

'^O, my daughter Jenny, darling 1 

Wotae thaa death la Jeaay'a fiita T 
• • • a a a a 

Kelsea, aa oar troooi were leaTfaig, 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

TALES OF SUFFEEING. 

Before the persistent and protracted engage ment of 
Birch Coolie, Capt. Grant, on his route there, found d 
woman and four children in the swamp, who, for three 
weeks had snbsistod on n\it8 and wild plxuns. They 
had seen no fire, found no covering but heaven's can- 
opy, while rains had beat and herce winds had biowed, 
and their now tattered garments were hardly sufficient 
for covering, and the chill autumn night air piercing 
to their very vitals. During this time she had given 
prematnie birth toaninftnt^ which her own hands had 
buried Exhaustion and constant fear made her a 
half wild woman, and she endeavored to elude her 
rescuers when first seen, by crawling deep^ into the 
morass, and for some time she could not be made to 
understand that they were really her friends. 

Her story is a heartrthiilling one. She had seen her 
husband and two children butchered, and her own 
back, incredible as it may seem, was the receptacle of 
seventeen buck-shot^ which were not r^oved till after 
she was brought to St PauL Three of these were 
lodged in the bone, and none had entered the vitals, it 
haying been a side shot By superhuman effort and 
woman's dexterous skill, she and her two remaining 
children eluded her pursuers, and to her own were 
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added two dhm, of a slain nei^bor, wliieh Provi- 
dence threw in her way, and now, d:iy and night, these 
four helpless ixttle ones clung to lier, beggmg for ibod 
and abiyenng with cold. She had Bofc expected ever 
again to sec a while person, believing herself the only 
one liring in all that region, aud had expected relief 
<mfy in death. 

Boring tiie memofsUe tibhrtynnx hovm while raged 
the bullet shower of Birch Coolie, thi^ poor sufibring 
Wixnaoy with the children, was lying quietly, as if 
&ar and si^flfering had paralyzed the Benaes^ in a wagon, 
protected only hy a Lent canvas. Sevtrai \ ki]\< pulsed 
through the wagon box. Gradually ishe came to re- 
alize the diange in her eonditi<»K, and well did aha 
appreciate the comparative comfort and kindness she 
received. 

Soon after thetamble.war whoop had rung thioogfa 

Ae Stale — befofe yet the peo|4e had regained mental 

^uilibrium — the citizens of Saint i^aoi wtre startled 
by the bringing hither by th^ parents for medical 
treatment, two shockingly mutilated ehildren, the first 
real exhibition we had here seen of savage barbarity. 
Four children were alone in the house, two of whom 
were kiUed outright, and the other two left, one of 
eleven years, with fourteen frightful tomahawk gashes 
about the breast, arms and head — the other, a mere 
baby, had three severe cuts on the head and fica No 

human skill could save them. 

The mother with four other persons, was out of the 
hooae when the attack was made on it Those with 
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het were Idlled, and she hmlj eacaped wkh li&iy and 

hid in the woods till 7iiditfalL The husband and 
father, unprepared for tlie change in his home, after a 
day's abaance, ntarns to find it desolate indeed — hia 
mangled children lying u})on the floor, and all in 
silence, save the groans of the two in whom life jet lin- 
gered In that brief suiyey, how his agonized soul 
y^eamed fin* ihe preeenee of her who doaUed his joys 
and divided his sorrows ; nor was he long to endure the 
suspense^ Sh» had erawled from ber oonceahnent, when 
night shadows made it safe, to endure the anguished 
surprise with her other self But there is no time 
for tears or ev^ the burial of their deed| — they nnist 
fly with the mangled living: • 

A detachment of soldiers, sent up the Big Cotton- 
wood for the purpose, found and buried nine bodies, 
all of which weie terribly decomposed. 

One man, evidentl y surprised at his meal, had fallen 
forward on the table. 

A woman was lying across a wagon-rack, near 
which was the body of a man, doul)tless her husband, 
with his head cut off and several bullet-holes in his 
body. 

A child was found nailed through its hands and 
feet to a trea Another literally skinned! O, the 
honorsof sayage butcheiy 1 The world hasno leoord 
of such inhuman acts. 

The first process of torture is usually to strip them 
of clothes, and the varied and cruel modes would 
■eem iscrediblei were ihey not authentioated beyond 
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dispute; but wc withhold the most saddening, soul- 
siokeiimg pictureSi for the pen revolts at their rehei»:sal ; 
nay, there is no written language that would convey 
their full import. True it is, as often remarked during 
its progress, that the most horrid ieatures of this 
Indian war will never be written. 

A wife and several small children were, in one in- 
stance, butchered before the eyes of the husband and 
fEtther, he being detained for the purpose of being made 
a witneaa Prematurely hastening the advent of her 
infant, thev threw it around her neck iis she was bound 
to the tree, and turning to the husband said, ''tiiere, 
you go to St Paul and tell them we are going to serve 
all the women there the same." 

On the 27th of October, two months after compara- 
tive quiet had been restored to our borders, and troops, 
unmolested, were encamped at Yellow Medicine, the 
recent stronghold of the red man, and heaven's dews, 
heavy and chill, were nightly drenching the earth, two 
emaciated figures of the human fonn were brought 
into camp. They were Mrs. Boetler and her child, of 
three years old, who had wandered since the outbreak, 
not having seen a human being till picked up by the 
soldiers. There is no power in language to convey an 
idea of what she suiiercd, never seeing lire, and living 
mainly on raw potatoes, till, fix^m extreme weakness, 
ahe could not speak above a whisper. She made her 
escape with three children, two of whom died firom 
starvation. With her own hands she dug their graves 
in the sand and heaped them up with leaves. The 

little girl who lived was as weak and emaciated as 
I 
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herself, but witk kind treatmenti medical atteutioa mid 
good noniiig, physioal yigor retimied, but a pall ner^ 
to be lemoyedf reBts n\xm their hearts. 

The foraonng ]>arty wiiich brought Mrs. Boetler into 
eamp^ buried iort\ seven bodies, and ieit elsewhere, sev- 
enteen unburied. There is little doubt but hundreds 
have been lell, imfound, till decomposition has taken 
place, and that the number of actual slain will swell 
toa laigerlist than we now have, while houseleflfli fire- 
less wandeme roamed hereand there till the last shred 
of clothing was gone, and cold weather upon them, 
thej lay them doMm to die, having been the severest 
mdBBtm of the Indian raid 
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CHAPTER XXXm. 

THE ATH£Nj£UM. 

So yigOTOns were the measures^ so detennined the 

efforts of our troops, that ere one 1111*11 th had parsed, 
the fast fevered pulse was quiet, fears were subdued, 
and nudnight alarms eeased, Bare in night'iDare dreamsy 
iiesulting from the daily developments of blood and 
murder. 

Minnesotiaiiai with all their fertility of ixnagiiiatioiii 
had never anticipated the sad &te which awaited her 

— that her fairest portions wouhl be di'enched with the 
blood of the owners, or that the most remote frontiers- 
man needed anj stronger protection than his own 
powerfiil arm and his own resolute ufill The Indians, 
we all thought, would never dare molest a settU^r; not 
that they were too good to do it, but fear of the pow- 
ers to whom they were amenable would prevent But 
too late have they awakened to the need of strong 
frontier defenses — a cordon of military posts will be 
demanded, to protect from fuither incursions, extend- 
ing from the Bed liver of the North to the Bed river 
of the South. 

The direct loss by savage hands was not much less 
than that occasioned by the panic and flight Many 
of the dead found on our prairies were the victims of 
stan ation, after having fled the actual danger. 

Scarcely a town without the range of their savage 
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menace but ga^e shelter to the homeless; in manj, 
citizens opened their own dwellings to give comfint 

and 5»o]ace to the stricken onvs. Societies were formed 
for their relief^ food and clothing provided without 
stint, and for many weeks large donations from eastern 
cities, in money and goods, were daily received by the 
committees, and disinbuted to each **as they had 
need." The tiianka of Minnesotians are duCi audi 
giyen in no stinted measure, for tbe prompt and ready 
co-operation in relief of these suffering tlionsanda 

Take aae example as a specimen of the congregating 
points. The vast Gterman Athenseum of St Paul, was 
given up to the reception of refugees. Benevolent 
heartfi, beating in the breasts of noble men and womeiii 
were devoted to their needs. Through these and her 
own obsen"ation, the writer olitained an insight into 
the individual history of that one-roomed community, 
more than one half of whom were childrea Arrivals 
and departures were of daily occurrence, and some 
days, live hundied })ersons were there to be fed, and 
many of them clothed, wholly, or in part, besides sleep- 
ing arrangements i^rovided, and^ as the weather was 
becoming colder, there was necessarily a large demand 
for bed coveringa 

Many of these spoke only a foreign tongue, and a 
striking characteristic of all was the seeming extreme 
age — lines of grief and cara Nor is it strange: Most 
of these had been reduced from conij^etence to penury. 
Gamers were full, plenty smiled at their boards — the 
frmily circle was unbroken. One day, and O I how 
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changed I Forms are dreary wastes, the stock driven 

oil ur roam, uneared lor, over the prairies, houses and 
bams are pillaged, or a heap of smouldering ruins, and 
the fiunilj ranks invaded b v grim and ^lastly deatL 
The panorama is a very sad cue to gaze uj)on, and still 
sadder is the real lite it represents. Dost wonder, read- 

that premattire age is engraven on the index of those 
sad, weary hearts? Alas! we ouly wonder that death 
. has not set his signet t^ere. Truly, woman was made to 
suffer and endure t 

Here, at the Athenueum, is one lamily, whose beauti- 
ful country home, just without the village of New 
Ulm, was the admiration of aU. Their carriage and 
elegant matched horses were consj)icuons oliijects during 
the besieging of that town ; for their buildings had ail 
bew burned, and their valuables seized upon. Their 
broad acres, teeming with golden plenty, were now one 
descdate waste, over whieh the cattle roamed, uneared 
far, and several thousands in money and pronnsBOiy 
notes, were burned with the house. But aU was naught, 
far the family circle was imbroken. 

One little child, with violet eyes, of deep meanings 
the only living member of its femily, is being kindly 
nursed by a self-constituted foster-mother, who leels 
that Providence directed her to its rescue. Thiswoman 
was fleeing fix>m those whose war-whoop was ringing 
in her ears, when, stumbling over some object, conceal- 
ed in the grass, she fell prostrata Begaining her ieet^ 
Ae involuntarily cast her eyes backward for the cause 
of her downfalL The Ml, rise, and seizuie of the child 
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was but tlie work of an instant, and with it in lier 
arms, she soon eluded pursuit. Then, m kei' covert, 
ihe first looks upon the child. To her sorprifle, its 
mother, whom phe knew to have been killed, was a 
neighbor and dear iiiend. The stury being tuid, this 
darling baby-boy elicited no little interest from those 
who visited the building, and many of our best citizens 
desired to adopt him. But the foster-mother said ^'nay/' 
its gnnd*p«rents were its rightful claimants, and her 
care would cease not till theirs commenced. 

Another, with an eye of more than oixlinary intelli- 
gence, dignity of mein and lady-like in dqxMrtment^ 
had opened her house and larder to the heroic men 
who so nobly fought lu deAense of New Ulm, till the 
excitement of the terrible conflict obliged her to take 
her couch in real indisposition. Thus helpless she. lay, 
while the buUets whizzed, and rattled upon the walls^ 
and at last^ necessity forced the alternative of finng 
the dwelling for better range of the foe. Hurried by 
her husband, she caught an ordinary dress, which was j ust 
thrown on (our lady readers will understand this), 
slipped her stockingless feet into slippers and made 
her egress at the li-ont door as the savages made in- 
gress at the rear. But her bright, intelligent boy of 
ten years, and her husband were saved, so she bure m 
silence the loss of all things elsa 

Here, too, is another; her husband died in her arms 
from a wound, a few hours after the battle. Her uged 
mother and lieraelf each try in vain to hush the plain- 
V ii^e cry of the children in their arms, both mere in- 
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ftnta, but leoenilj, abe says, ^ so 1007 and fitt^^ now 

so squalid and pale. Plenty smiled in her larder and 
cellar, and lier wardrobe was rich and rare. The gar- 
ments the J wore away bad become mete shreds, and 
their place is supplied by those of coarser textnre than 
ever worn before. Her home and its ouiit^utB are a 
hesip of asbes, and with a bursting heart she sobs, 
would be nothing if he were only here." Though 
scarcely thirty, she looked like an aged grandmother 
of her own children, so terrible is such sudden grief to 
ihe heart 

As f?oon as possible, all who desired it^ were fur- 
nished homes, either from private bounty or public 
naoorces, when a gradual improvement was apparent 
The little squalid ones again smiled and crowed in 
healthful glee, and the burden of their mother s grief 
was lightened by the occupation of mind and the 
necessity for effort 
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OHAFTER XXXIV. 

THE OAFTIYE'S EXPERIENCE AS FUBTHEB BELATED 

BT HIMSELF. 

"We remained at Little Crow's village fire daji^ 
during whicli time all the Indians who had their Til- 
lages btjiow that place, moved up to our encampment, 
and in those five days the eountiy for miles aimnd 
was visited by the wamora, who dealt death and de- 
struction to every person or thing within their reach. 
A great many female prisoners were brought in everj 
day. I was the only white man ever taken and spared. 

"There were three or four Canadians who had resided 
among the Indians a great many years, who had 
married Indian women and had ehildren grown^ who 
re-married with them : but they were not considered 
as prisoners, as they were allowed to retain their teams 
and other property. One of these men is said to 
have made his escape to the whites, but returned to 
his Indian family again after a few days. 

^^The attacks on New Ulm and Fort Bidgley were 
made while we were at this village, and after being 
convinced that they could not reduce the Fort, they 
made preparations for a move. 

"In a short time the lodges were all struck, and Arir 
entire eanip was in motion. A great many wagons 
were broken down on the journey in consequence of 
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iheir being so heavily loaded. They suppoBed, of 

course, that a white maii b wagua could carry all that 
could be piled on to it 

Ab I was too badly hmt to walk» my ftkod got 
me a place to lide in a small one horse wagon, while 
he walked along bj my sida The train oi horsesi 
wagons, eta, I shocdd judge iraa about three wHm 
long. After crossin^i^ the Red Wood river we had 
proceeded about three miles, whea the body of a while 
man was pointed out to me, l3nng near the side of die 
road, upon his face. I got out to look at it, but ii wad 
so much swollen I could not have recognized it But 
upon the shirt collar I read the name of 'Oea H, Qlea- 
hon.^ lie had then been dead about a w^l^. Vckjv fel- 
low, he had not a personal enemy among the wliole 
tribe, but was universally beloved by all, both whitea 
and Indians, but those savage fiends had sworn to 
qpare none, not even women nor helpless children. 

^< About three o'clock of the second day's march we 
arrived at Yellow Medicine, where a large encamp- 
ment in shape of a cucie was formed, with the Ti-zo- 
ti,' or Soldier's lodge in the centra 

"I would here add that this Soldier's lodge, being 
composed of the bravest and wisest, governs the tribe. 
Their word is law, and from their decision thare is no 
appeal. To it the chief must submit in silence. 

"Here the Mission houses, the Agency buildings, 

and the house of Other Day were fired, also some 

other houses belonging to the fermer liidiana 

"We remained here about two weeks, during which 
It 
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time the battle with Capt Stroufs company was fought 

and tlie battle of Birch Coolie. Here, also, Gen. Sibley 
succeeded in opening correspondence with Little Crow^ 
Itwas here, also, that Mrs. Adams was hiought in a 
captiye, scHne particulaas of which will be found else- 
where." 

From this point, two messengero were dispatched 
north, Bonth, and west, as spoken of elsewhere, and 

ti'om here he seat word to his friends that he was still 
aJiye^ etc 
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CHAFT£R XXXV. 

EFFORTS TO EfiGAIK TH£ FfilSOlTEKS. 

Until after the battle of Birch Coolie, the Sioux had 
no doubtof final and (XHnplete 8UCC68& The spirit of 
their leader had been incised into the mass, and for a 

time his scepter of inlliience was swayed in power. 
But a reaction comes* The whites have not all goae 
Southland tboee that remained had given occnlar dem- 
onstrations of their fighting qualities. Little Crow, 
the wilj warrior Chief, feels his inliuence on the wane, 
and is often obliged to hide himself at nighty to escape 
the fury of his dissatisfied soldiers, and then in the 
morning he convener a euuncil and all are ready to do 
his bidding, after he has feasted them to their full con- 
tent 

Colonel Sibley had left a note attached to a stake on 
tiie Birch Coolie battle ground^ as follows: 

•*If Little Crow hfis any proposition to make to nie, let him send 
a bait-breed to me. and be sball be protected in and out uf my camp. 

H. H. SIBLEY. 
CoL Ckmimaadiiig Military Expedition. ^ 

The note was found and given to their male captive 

to be read to them. Little Crow def^ired him to pen 
the reply which he would dict<ite, l>ut his arm, broken 
hy the bullet, was not yet well, and he declined^ but 
sent by the Hag of truce which bore the reply, a mes- 
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sage to ills friends "that he was aliva" The &>llowiiig 
is a verbatim oopy of Little Crow's lett^. 

"Yeliow Medicine, Sept. 7, 1862. 
"Deae Sir : — For what rt ason we liave commenced this war, I 
will tell you. It is on aceouat of Major GalbrHiili, we made a treaty 
witii the Government a bej; for what little we do get and then can't 
get it till n\ir children are ilicing' with hun<j:or. It was with the tra- 
ders that comnieni ('. Mr. A. .1. Myrick told the Indians they would 
eat grass or their own dung, then Mr, Forbe*' told the lower bioux 
that were not men then Rohprt he was making with his friends how 
to defraud us of our money, if the young braves have push the white 
mtxk, I have done this myself ; So I want you to let Uie Goyernor 
Bamsey know this. I have a great many prisoners women esd chil- 
dren it aint mil our fault the Winnebagoes was ia the engtgieoieDt^ 
two of them mm killed. 1 want yon to giTe me anewer by 'beanr 
all at praeat 

Tom truly, 

Mb 

LITTLB N GBOW, 

The following day the truce bearers returned with 
the following reply to the ibr^omg ; 

"LiTTLK Crow : — You have murdered many of our people without 
any sufficient cause. Return me the prisoners, under a flag of truce, 
and 1 will talk to you like a man. 

H. H. SIBLEY, 
C!ol. Commanding Military Eiqpedition.'* 

The above was not in accordance with the mighty 

w arnor Chieftain's ideas, and the prisoners were still 
"held in durance vile." 

The soldiers, the people and the press became im- 
patient for the expedition to proceed CoL Sibley was 
charged with remissness, negligence and a desire to 
&vor the Indiaoa Still he kept his own eounsels^ 
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unmoved by calumn j and tarostmg his own superior 

judgment He knew his men were undisciplined re- 
cruits, but never an army composed of better material 
Halls of science, bnsineM houses and chuiches had 
contributed to swell the enrolled list They must not 
be sacrificedi and to rush unprepared upon the enemy 
was madness. Besides, he knew the Indians well — 
habits, character and lighting proclivities — he knew, 
too, what would probably be the fate of the unhappy 
prisoners^ should he be precipitata The Indians held 
them for a specific end Had the attack on them been 
made before they deserted their camp, it was their de- 
sign to tomahawk every captive. This was not c<mi- 
sidered by his impatient slanderers, whose tongiies 
were afterwards silenced, when they sa\s^ the wisdom 
of his plans and his courage in braving censura 
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CHAFT£R XXXVL 

COfiB£8POND£NC£ BETWEEN COL. SIBLEY AND 

LmiiE CROW. 

It was hoped that the cheoka which had been given 
the Sioux, with the practical knowledge gained of the 

fighting qualities of those with whoiii they contended, 
would cause the cessation of hostilities and the deliv- 
ery of the* captors. But always, in their mode of wai^ 
flire, tlie danger is nigh when least expected. Fair, 
open field fight is avoided. Small guerrilla squads 
prowl through the country on fleet stcden horses, stri- 
king where they can w ield the most successful blow, 
and before the alarm can be raised, are beyond the 
leach of punishment 

Coursing down the Minnesota valley, we flnd thexn 
in Blue Earth county on the 12th September, commit- 
ting depredations and murd^s, where comparative se^ 
curity was being felt, and no supposition of an Indian 
within fifty miles. Foui' men, after taking their fami- 
lies to a place of safety, had returned to secure their 
crops, as many others had done, and were surprised 
and murdered, within one mile of a military company, 
stationed there for the protection of the neighborhood, 
This circumstance evinced the necessity of strong 
armed forces, where there was no apparent danger. 

On the 12th of SepL, another flag of truce, with 
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anolher ocMiimiiiiicalkm frcm Liitle Crow, was received 
at the ^liead>qiiarter&" The bearer of tbe dtf;ialeli« 

had a secret for CoL Sibley's ear — a dis^atis/actio/i had 
arisen iu cajiip, coudnued by a pdvate letter^ secreUy 
bi^agfat and deliyered, and it was yery evident liiat 
trie war party among the Indians, had lormined on a 
desperaie stand against our forces. We give below a 
copy of Little Crow's seeond letter to Gol Sibley : 

WAT-A0>AKA2r. ) 

**«e ham m aMMni-kn4oB bold one hndred aad fifty-fire pre»» 
own — not udnded tlw Sfintas and varpeton preeonera^ then ve 
M wiriting for tlie Siailoii what w« are going to do with the ptuon- 
efB tiftej m eonSsg down — they are at Lake quiparie now, the 
words tiiat I waafc to the govenie] il want to here from Mm aho, and 
I want to know from yoo as a friend what wav that il cau niakt 
peace for my people — in recrard to presooerb they fair with our 
ehiltir^Q or our aclf ju^i &6 Weli as us. 

•TToor tmlv friend, 

"LITTLE CKOW." 

We Bppeaod the answer. 

HaaiMiCAaTiBa Muuta&y ExFCDinox, } 

12, U6± 5 

To Ijru Caaw, Sum Cknv: 

I hnn leedved yoor letter today. Ten hanre nol done m I 
vmM to #viag np the prfaoMa takw by yonr pe< pie. It weald 
be better for too todoeou I told yon I had aeni yoor formar letter 
to Gov. Bamny, bet I baTe not yet bad Hmo to l e e a l fi e s reply. 

yoawRto yovtatkltor. We ie not fiie wi^ to make peace. 

H. H. SIBLEY, 
CoL Com. MiL Expedidon." 

The following the jarrivcUe letter i : ed aboYOi re- 
oeived at the same time as the othen The amlrast oC 
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file two will readily evince the power of the christiaa 
orer ike savage Indian: 

"Way-awa-kah, Sept 10, *62. 

•*CoL. a H. SiBLKY, Fort Ridgley : 

"JDemr Sir: — Yoa kBOW that Little Crow hag been opposed to me 
in everytliiiig that our people have had to do with the whites. He 
has been opposed to eyery thing in the form of civilizAtioa and chria- 
Hanity. I hare always been in favor ot, and of late years have d<«« 
everything of .the kind that has been offered tons by the Govern- 
ment and other good white people — he has now got himself into 
trouble that we know he can never get hioMelf out of, and he is try* 
ing to involve those in the murder of the poor whites that have been 
eetUed in the border ; l)ut I have been kept back with threats that I 
■honld be killed if I did anything to help the whites. But if you 
will BOW uppolBt lome place for me to m^et you, myaelf end the few 
friende fhaX I have will get all the prisoners that we can, end with 
our ikmiliee go to whateyer place yoa will appoint for us to meet 

'*I would iay farther, that the mouth of the Red Wood, Ctodiohi 
ou the north aide of the MIoBeaota, or the head of the Cottonwood 
river— one of these three places^ I think, would be a good place to 
meet 

<*Betani the neaeenger aa quick aa pofltiUe^ we have not much 
time to apare. 

'Tour true friend* 

"WABASHAW, 
«TA0PBV 

G6L Siblej returned answer, as follows ; 

"BsAihavABvns ISml. ExmtnoN, ) 
Sept 12, 1861 f 

'<To WiSAnaw Mm Tinnm: 

'*I have recrtved yoor private menage. I have cobm Tsp here 
with a large foroe to punlah the murderers of my people. , It wao not 
my purpose to ii\{«Nre any innocent peraon. If yoa and otlien who 
have not been concerned in the murders and ezpeditionfl, will gather 
yourselves, with aU the prisoners, on the prairie in fhU eiglit of 
my troops, and when the white flag is displayed by you, a wliite fli^ 
will bo hioiitad in my camp, and then yon can eome forward and 
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yim jooisehrM aaddr mj pratofition. My troops will be all movn- 
ted !b two days* time, and in three days from this day I expect tii 
march. There rnnat ho no attempt to approach my column or my 
oamp^ extsept In open day, and with a flag of tnioe oonqpicaoiuly 
displayed. I shall be glad to reedTS all true friends of the whStea 
with as many prisoners as they can bring, and I am powerful enough 
to crush all who attend to oppose my mareh, and to poaish those 
who hsTO washed tlidr hands in Innocent blood* 

"I sign myself the friend cf all who were friends of yoor great 
American Father. 

"H. H. SIBLEY, 
"Col. Oom. Mil Enpeditloo." 

As soon as the Expedition was provided with "bread 
and bullets for ten days in advance/' the Col issued 
bis xnarcldng orders^ and on the 18th of September 
eroesed tie Minnesota river, opposite the Fort, nearly 
two thousaud strong, and in mud and rain, pushed on 
eager for the climax. 

On their route the main body found and buried the 
body of Philander Prescott, an esteemed christian man, 
who for more than thirty years had been employed as 
interpreter, and had been one of the first victims of 
savage wrath. His history is peculiar and fiill of in- 
terest When a young man he had found his way into 
the heart of the Sioux country, where, throwing off 
the restraints of civilized liie, he adopted the habits, 
customs and costume of the tribe. lie had married a 
squaw who bore him several children, who were grow- 
up in all the ignorance which snrronnded them. 
Thus he lived and thus he might have died, had not the • 
Holy Spirit been commissioned with a message to his 
heart, reviving in even these dark surroundings the re- 
ligious impressions of childhood. Deep and pungent 
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convictiim for sin %v;is l-iistened **like a nail in a sure 
place," and he ibiuid peace at tli^^ f< et of Jesus in the 
surety of pardon thiough hia blood. Now aroee tlie 
question of duty. The now christian man could not 
leave his wife and children in heathen darkness, and 
therefore resolved to give them, with their people, the 
benefit of his new life. So he came to the frontier and 
engaged as Interpreter, lii-^t at Fort Snelling and later 
at the new Agencies. His £eunily had been educated 
in the walks of nse^lness, and every where commanded 
respect Wiieuthe trou]>le commenced, his wife hid 
him in an oven, where he remained till the danger 
seemed comparatively over. Then he started for the 
Fort, a iune pedestrian, shuddering at the fresh tokens 
of savage wrath which often met his eya But this 
was not long ; the savage hounds were upon his track, 
and his aged body is left to decomposition without 
funeral rites, while his well-prepaied soul basks in the 
light of eternal day. 
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CHAFXii^ii XXXYU. 

BATTLE OF WOOD LAKE. 

CoL Sibil's foroe was camped on Wood Lake, three 

miles below the Yellow Medicine Agency. Thus f&r 
had they come unmolested by the skulking foe, but 
frequent pfool^ of th^ doings met the e3re in the 
mangled and decaying bodies. W herever their en- 
campments had he&Hj the grotmd was strewn with 
empty trunks, boxes, barrels, fruit and oyster oans, 
and various other indications of the quality and idnd 
of spoila 

A scouting party, among whom was Other-Day, was 

sent forward on the 21st Sept., who having curiosity 
to gratiiy, hitched their horses for reconnoissance of the 
deserted Indian houses. A h<nrse of their own party 
galloped up riderless, and Other-Day liastened out just 
in time to see an Indian riding oil" his own horse at 
fall speed. His fire was without effect, but his flaah- 
ing eye gave promise of success in a determination for 
revenge 

Where he was murdeced, was found the body of 
George Gleason, whom it will be recollected was one 

of the victims of the first day's massacre. There was 
little else than a dried skeleton. Hisskull was broken 
in, and all his clothes gone, save his drawers and shiari 

Some gold buttons with his initials, which the savages 



Digitized by Google 



218 



StAXOTA WAB WHOOP. 



had overlooked, were the only means of identity. 
Around him were fragmeata of ciispatciies lie was car- ■ 
rying to the Lower Agency, and other papers of both 
publie and private interest With sad hearts they 
heaped the earth over the remains of their once jov ial, \ 
warm-hearted Mend, and when all tmoi had fled that i 
region, he was remoyed by Masonic friends to Shako- i 
pee, where, at lafit, the rites of a christian burial were ' 
given him. ' 

A daring warrior of Little Crow came to the oppo* 
j)().<ite shore the night previous to battle, counted the 
tenia of OoL Sibley's camp, by which, seeing but forty- 
eight, he estimated a force of only three hundred men. 
l^heir nuinljer wad seven hundred and eighty, and so 
they felt safe in risking a battla The ^'braves," more 
honorable than their chie^ overruled his intent of a 
night attack, reminding him oi ins boast that he could 
whip the white men, and now, say they, '^let's show 
them by open day-light that, we can do it" Crow's 
plan was to attack with a small force in front, suiii- 
oient to draw them fixnn the ravine^ and at a signal to 
be given, the ambushed Indians were to seize the bag- 
gage wagons and shoot Ae drivers. So confident was 
he of success, that their women were brought down to 
the opposite side of the river to carry off the spoils, 
while the men should do the butchering and make a 
dean sweep of the camp. 

Early on the morning of the 28d^ a foraging party 
was surprised, and conveyed the alarm to camp, while 
it was breakfasting. The BenviUe Jiaogers, under 
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Ldeutenant Gk>nnan, were sent at once to their support, 
In a few nuHneiits, the surrounding blu£& were oorered 
with Indians, both on horse and foot^ trying to circum- 
vent the camp. The Third Regiment followed in sup- 
port of tJie Bangers, who now pushed on a mile in ad- 
rance, and were nearly surrounded, and barely effected 
a retreat The artillery kept the opposite shore of the 
lake, clear. Two companies of the &xth had a skirm- 
ish on the left^ and the SerenthBegiment, und«r Lieut 
CoL Marshall, made a gallant charge into a ravine on 
the right, and drove the enemy from shelter there. 
This charge is prcmounced by all, as one of the most 
valiant and successful ever made. And when we re- 
* fleet that it Wtis by an undisciplined regiment, not two 
months from the quiet of home life, and most of them 
in thedr first fight, with those who had drank in the 
war-spirit with tlieir earliest breatli, wc marvel that 
the brave CoL Marshall, with his young heroes, had 
not all been left in ghastly death, instead of driving 
the foe and leading his men out of that ravine, glori- 
ously victorious. 

Other-Day, too, proved himself on this occasion true 
as steel, and of great courage. He pushed forward of 
the lines, ruslied in amongst the Indians, exposing 
himself to the fire of bol^ sides, and several times 
being mistaken for an enemy, was fired at by our men. 
Finally, after he had shot three Indians, he was sur- 
rounded and led triumphantly into camp with two cap- 
tured ponies, which moa:e ihm squared up his account 
for the loss oi his own horse. 
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During the %ht, Little Grow was seen ia the dis- 
tanee, riding a black horse, with a 8py glass in his . 

liiiiiil, which he used ever and anon, to see liow 
the war was waging. It was a complete repulse 
to the Sioux, and fiom this time they were ihoroughly 
convinced that the despised whites were more than a 
match for them. 

Had the cavabj force been auffici^ to follow up 
this repnise, the whole band nnight have been de- • 
stroyed or made prisoners. But they being nearly 
naked, with no incumbrance but their guns and pow- 
der flasks, soon outdistanced the infantry and rendered 
further pursuit futile. But the back bone of the out- 
break was broken — ^the power of Little Grow yanished 
as in air, and they sought their own safety by flight. 

The aspect of affairs, as CoL Sibley moved up the 
Minnesota yalley, was extremely threatening, and the 
difficulties under which he labored of no ordinary na- 
ture. Had he yielded to the almost unanimous desire 
of the people to advance, before being Mly prepared, 
and his command been defeated or even temporarily 
repulsed, it is a fact whicli does not now admit of 
question, that there would have been a general upris- 
ing of all the savages on our border, unbracing not 
, only the entire Dakota bands, but the Ohippewas and 
Winnebagoes also, which would have resulted in a 
repetition, upon a larger scale, of the murdero and out- 
rages committed by the lower bands of Dakotaa The 
inuninent peril to the whole State of a premature move 
ment, was constantly present to his mind, and con 
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trolled every action throughout, notwithstanding tlie 
immense outward pressure brought to bear Irom every 
quarteir. The obstinately eontested but sucoessfiil bat- 
tle of Wood Lake, broke the power of the savage, 
completely demoralized the hostile bands, and relieved 
the entire ftoaitieF, teaching the aavages a leBBon they 
are not so6n to forget 
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CHAPTER XXXYHL 

OOL. SIBLSY'S DISFAXCH to gov. BAllSET. 

Wood Lak£, NtAn Xkllqw MiDiciM:, i 
September 23^ 1802. y 

To His Excellency, Gov. Kamsey : 

Sir: I left the camp at FoFt Bidgley on Vie 12th 
inst, with my command, and reached this point early 
in the aiteT noon of the 22d There have been small 
parlies of Indians each day in plain sight, evidently 
acting as scouts for the main body. This morning I 
had determined to cross the Yellow Medicine river, 
about three miles distant, and there await the arrival 
of Capt Rogers' company, of the Seventh Eegiment, 
which was ordered by me itom New Ulm, to join nie 
by a forced march, the presenceof the company tiiere 
being unnecessary by the arrival l2iere of another com* 
pany, a few days previous. 

About seven o'clock this monun^, the camp was 
attacked by about three hundred Indians^ who sudden- 
ly made their appearance and dashed down toward us, 
whooping and yelling in their usual style, and firing 
with great rapidity. 

The Renville Guards, under Lieutenant Gorman, 
were sent by me to check them, and Major Welch, of 
the Third Begiment^ was instantly in line with his com- 
mand, with iad bkumiiahers in the advance, by whom 
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tke savages were gallantly met, and after a con^ct 
of a serious nataEe, lepulsed. 

Meanwhile another portion of the Indian force 
passed down a ravine on the right, with a view to 
outBank the Thiid legiment, and I ordered lieut 
Colonel Mcirshall, with five companies of the Seventh 
liegiment and who was ably seconded by Major Brad- 
ley, to advance to its support, with one six-pounder un* 
der the oommand of Capl Hendricks^ and I also or- 
dered two companies oi the Sixth Begiment to re-en- 
foice him. 

lieui CoL Marshall advanced at a double-quick, 

amidst a shower of balls from the enemy, which for- 
tunately, did little dama^ to his command ; and after 
a few volleys, he led his men to a diarge, and cleared 
the ravine of the savages. 

Major McLaren, with Gapt. Wilson's company, took 
position on the extreme left of the camp, where he 
kept at bay a party of the enemy who were endeavor- 
ing to gain the rear of the camp, and Anally drove 
them back. 

The battle ra^red for about two hours, the six-poimd- 
er and mountain-howitzer being used with great efiect, 
when the Indians — repulsed at ail points with great 
loss, — retu^d with great precipitation. 

I regret to state that many casualties occurred on 
our side. The gallant Major Welch was badly wound- 
ed in the leg, and Gapt Wilson, of the Sixth Raiment, 

was severelv bruised by a nearly spent ball in the 

shoulder. If our of our men were killed| and between 

J 
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thirty and SoKtj wooudod, most ol thmi, 1 amiejoiced, 
to Bay, not severely; 

The l<>s.s of the enemy, according to the statement 
ot' a hail-breedi uamed Joa Gampbeli, who vjsited the 
oamp under a flag of trooe, was thirty killed and a 
large uuihIxt wounded. We found and buriecl four- 
teen the bodies, and as tiie habit of the Indians is 
to carry off the bodies of their stain, it is not piobable 
that the sum told by Campbell was exaggerated 

The severe chastisement intlicted upon them has 80 
fiur subdued thar ardor that they sent aflag of tniee 
into the camp to expreSvS the sentiment of the Wahpe- 
tom^ composiog a part o£ the attacking force, and to 
state that they were not stroi%; enough to fight us, and 
desii-ed peace, with permission to take away their dead 
and wounded I replied that when the prisoners wece 
detiyered up^ it would be time enough to talk of peace, 
and that I would not grant them permission eitkci to 
take their dead or wounded. 

I am assured by Campb^ that there is serious de- 
pression in the Indian camp — many having been op- 
posed to the war, but driven into the field by the more 
violent He farther stated that ei^ithundred Triflmiyt 
were assembled at the YeUow Medicine, within two 
mil^ of the camp, but that the greater part took no 
part in the fight The intention of Little Crow was 
to attack us last night, but he was overruled by oth- 
ers, who told him if he was a brave man, he ought to 
fight the white man by daylight I am fidly jmpared 
against niglit attack, should it be attempted, although 
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I tliink the lesison received by them to-day, will make 
them yery cautious for the fiituna 

I liave already adverted to the courage and akiU of 
Lieut Col. Manshall, and Majors Welch and Bradley, 
to which I beg leave to add those of the officers and 
men under their respectdve commands. Lieut CoL 
Averill and Major McLaren were equally prompt in 
their movements in prepanng the Sixth Begiment for 
action, and were both imder fire for some time. Oapta 
Grant and Bromley shared the dangers of the iield 
With Lieut CoL Marshall's command, while Capt Wil- 
son, with his command, rendered efficient servica 
The other companies of the Sixth Eegiment were not 
engaged, having been held in position to defend the 
rear of the camp, but it was difficult to restrain their 
ardor, so anxious were officers and men to share with 
their comrades the perils of the field To Lieut Col. 
Fowler, my A. A. A. G., I have been ^^tly indebted 
£>r aid in all my movements — his military knowledge 
and abihty being invaluable to me, and his assistance 
in to-day's afi^ particularly sa To Mi^or Forbe^ 
Messra Patch, Gxeig, and McLeod, of my stafi^ who 
famed my oiders^ I must also acknowledge m3rself 
under oblierations for their activity and zeal, while to 
Major Brown, also of my stai^ though sufiering from 
illness, it would be ii\justLce not to state that he aided 
me materially by his exertions and advice. The med- 
ical staff of the several regiments were cool and ex- 
pert in rendering their professional aid to the wounded. 
Assistant Surgeon Seigneuret, attached to my staf^ is 
to be commended for his skill and diligenca 
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I am very much in want of bread rations, six-paa&dQr 

animuiutiuii, and shells for tlie liowitzer, and unless 
fioon aappliedf I shali be oompelled to fall back, which, 
tinder present circumstances, would be a calamity, as 
it would afford time for the escape of the Indians with 
their captivea. I hope a lai^e body of cavalry is, be- 
fore this, on their way to join u& If I had been pro* 
vided with five hundred of this description of force 
to-day^ I venture the assertion that I could have killed 
the greater part of the Indians, and brought the cam- 
paign to a successful close. 

Kev. Mr. Riggs, cliujjlain of the expedition, so well 
known tor his knowledge of the character and lan- 
guage of the Indians, has been of great service to me 
since he joined my command 

I enclose the official report of Xieut Col. MarshalL 
I omitted to mention lieut Gorman and his corps of 
Senville Rangers, They have been extremely usefiil 
to me by their courage and skill as skirrnLshers. Cap- 
tain Hendricks and his artillerists won deserved praise 
tO'day, and Capt Sterrett, witli his smiQl but gallant 
corps of cavalry, twenty-seven in number, did good 
service also. 

I send reports of the several Surgeons, embracing 
lists of the killed and wounded. 

Very respectfully, yuur ob't serv't, 

H. R SIBLEY, 
CoL Oommanding. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

THE CHIPPBWAS. 

Wliile these barbarities were being enacted in the 
west and southwest^ '^dings oat of the north" troubled 
the poliiiu.d elements at tlie Capital. Indeed, all the^ 
surrounding counties are astir, for there are rumors of 
a Chippewa uprising. A dark, portentous storm seems 
about to increase the ftiry of the one already ra^nor. 
Aje, rumor says, the Cliippewas have joined hands 
with their hated enemies^ the Sioux, and, henceforth, 
they will do batde together for lihe extermination of 
the whites, — that Agent Walker, thej claim, has 
wronged them, and they will have redresa All this is 
not without foundation, and ere the excitement has 
reached its acme, Agent Walker shoots himself, some 
say, under the excitement of an insane mind, and more 
uncharitable ones say, ftom fear of his doings with 
them being fathomed. 

At this juncture, Hole-in-the-day, the nation's head 
Chief, issued a proclamation, to the effect that he would 
not be resjionsible for the conduct of his people, after 
ten days, and desired all white settlers to leave the 
coimtry, before the time specified. The Sioux raid hwi 
already depopulated many of the &irest portions of 
the upper country, and now, the few remaining and 
dwellhig on the Chippewa reservation, fled to Fort Bip 
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ley or Abercroinbie ior protection, which were even 
then crowded with rcftigooB, whom ihe Sioux had diir- 

en there. 

A measenger came from iioie-in-the-day to Commis- 
sioner Dole, asking him to oome with Judge Cooper, 
and make a treaty. These, with Senator Wilkinson 
and Paymaster Thompson, went at once on their mis- 
sum of peaoa It was said tibat Hole-in-the-day had 
assured Ins people that '^e had all we conld manage, 
with our bretiiren the South, and ii they pleased to 
combine with the Sioux, their power would not be xe^ 
sisted. There surely was cause for alarm— alarm for 
the safety of the State, alarm for the £eeing inhab- 
itant 

Li due time, with a strong armed fotoe, threatening 

in its aspect, the emlnissy seat themselves in council, 
when these are at once surrounded by a stUl stronger 
force of Ghippewas, sending terror to the heart; and to 
their minds, bidding defiance to all treaty efforts. Two 
or three days were consumed in this way, each retain- 
ing their own military force on the ground, and refusing 
to be first to withdraw. There was no avenue of hope 
under such threatening skies, and a messenger was dis- 
patched to QoY. Bamsey, tomake all haste to be at the 
council lie lost no time, and with two or three oth- 
ers, was soon under way, and met Commissioner Dole, 
who consddered himself fortunate in having escaped 
with his life, but deemed him hazardous in the extreme, 
in going, without a military escort Therein was ths 
trouble^ but the Commissioner comprehended it not; 
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io giving ail power into the hands of the &Heeing 

Governor, the two parte^i. 

After aa absence of three days from the Capital, the 
flQCsond ooips of oflnnnifBiopcars retiurned 6oni a sncoooo' 
fill coofo^eiice widi the Ghippewaa On the l$th Sept, 
ail peiiding diJiiealties were dtx'lared settled, aiid tbej 
shook handS| in takii^ leave, nnnre oordiaUj than when 
titer leaving them in a better state of mind than had 
existed for years. Tae public mind was relieveiL Tkis 
was the nrst ri^ in the savage war cloud.^ ''Fair weath- 
er,'" saith the piopheii 'Hx>meth ont of thenoKth." This 
seemed a prectuRsor of hope Ibr the dying echoes of the 
war whoop, on the other hand. Nearly evary Chief 
ef the nation ivas {Nreaenti and appended their dgnatme 
to a treaty <^ peaee, involving perpetoal firiendahips 
made and signed at Crow Wing, Sept. 15. 1862. iind 
in presence of the several banda over which each Chief 
bore mla All hostile demonstrations now oeaae, and 
all retom, in quiet to their rude village home& 

Not months had passed since the painted savage* in 
our atreeta^ or even any number of them, iraa no eanse 
fcralann. Ohildmi followed them fiom street to street^ 
and old men and maidens, last initialed into western 
life, were eager lur an eligible position to witness the 
celebrated perfonnance of the begging or scalp danoa 
To the ungratided eye, it w.;.^ ooveterl scene, and even 
those to whom it was no more a novelty, never lost the 
oi^K>rtiimty« But we have shown how vast a change a 
little time worketL A red skin becomes a rare sight, 
and no more thought o^ but in oonnection with rapine 
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md murder. Women turn pale in afibigkt, children 
scream in terror, and men inyolimtarily dievate the hand 
to the cranium, as if to hold fast tl leir scalp, for a band of 
some forty Indians suddenly appear iniront of the Caja- 
tol, on the morning of Sept 22, demanding an interview 
with the Governor. The practiced eye cordd see they 
were not Sioux, whose bloody knives were still un- 
sheathed ; hence the alarm soon subsided, for poIi<7 
forbade the violation of a peace treaty, not yet one 
month old 

This delegation represented twenty-one bands, each 
of which was accompanied by its Ghiei^ tendering the 

service of the Cliippewa nation to Gen. Pope, who w^as 
in command of the Department of the north-west, hav- 
ing its head quarters in St Paul, to become our allies 

in ligliting the Sioux. After trailiiig the ''stars and 
stripes" through the streets, for an hour or two, while 
the people, in various humors, looked on its desecra- 
tion, prehminaries for a iR>rmal reception and *Halk,** 
on the following morning, was being mada 

The time designated being made known to them, 
they, prompt to the hour, were seated on the ground, 
their feet underneath them, in the usual manner, await- 
ing the best bow of the Gbvemor, when he gave his 
'talk" in his usual felicitous humor. He welcomed 
them to the citv, forgave past indiscretions of some of 
their young men, in taking property of the whites, 
which he was sure they all now regretted, and was 
happy that tlie Chippewas had never shed tlie blood of 
the white man, as their bad brothers, the Sioux, had 
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dona He said that Gen. Pope, the great; 
who had lately come to fight these bad Indians, was 
not ready for them now, but would send them word 
when he wanted them to go upon their war-patL He 
regretted that they were not here an honr earlier, as 
they then could have witnessed the deliberations of the 
great council of the State. He wished them a happy 
jonm^ home, promised them a good supper that night, 
and a ride on the fire wagonf to St Anthony. 

The above brief speech was responded to with the 
usual grants and '^ho, hos," and being eonclnded, the 
Chief, Berry Hunter, assured the Governor that the 
words he spoke "went right into his ears, and they were 
good, and though he was an old man, he had not lost 
Us reason. That they had come down to show their 
white brothers they felt very friendly, and never de- 
sired to have any other feeling toward them." 

Big Dog, another Ghief| deriring to display his ora- 
torical powers, as also his warrior prowess, came for- 
ward and said ^^his hands were very red — he had paint- 
ed them on purpose, so that when he came to imbme 
them in the blood of the Sioux, they would show no 
stain«" 

After some more like unimportant speeches, of which 

these ii samples, the council broke up in seeming sat- 
isfaction, but, doubtless, as much from the promised 
feast^ as any other cause, to which, at the appointed 
hoar, they did ample justice; And the following 

* An eztm aeasion of the lieguiature had just a^joiumed. 

Jt 
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monuag opened their eyes in wondering pleasure, as 
ihej swiftly rode over ib» piaine» but dodging, in 
alai'm, at tlie slirill notes of the engine wiiLstle. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

THJB OAPTIVB*S PERIL. 

Perhaps it was the poicer of the whites, and the fear 
of merited punishment, or the influence of Chaska, 
wbom his white friend had impieflsed with the evil of 
their doings, which made dissatisfaction apparent in 
the Indian camp, and incited the resolve for a separa- 
tion. '^The learen" was surely ''hid in the meal," and 
was worldng with its own hidden effect for tlie forma- 
tion of a friendly camp, iieiieving this to be the ca^e, 
Lttlle Grow and his adherents, daily threatened the 
life of the captive, Spencer. Chaska was the "head 
soldier" of his chief when the work began, who had 
lelied on him fx> earry out his monster plans of ruin 
and death, bat against the whites he would not **mo\ c 
80 much as one of his fingers." Threats were made, 
haitl quanrels resulted fiom his pacific course, and the 
disposition to be made of the 'Sriute man." Armed 
and mounted men almost daily rode to the door of the 
lodge demanding ^i;he white man to be brought out" 
And this, when he was too weak to stand alone, sup- 
ported by the sti'ong arm of his red friend, with the 
hostile gims aimed at his heart Then Chaska, brave 
and fearless, would aim his double-shooter, with ^^Shooi 
if you like; kill him tf you will; but two of you will 
come imi of yom saddies if you do,'' They knew his 
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spirit) and did not care to risk a of bis steel on 
their own person ; so for l^t time the danger wonld 

pass, to be repeated in a few hours. Their tent had a 
laige hole dug in the centeri where he was concealed 
when danger was known to be near. 

"For the most part of the time," (we quote his own 
language,) ^'for ten days previous to the arrival of our 
forces, I was kept conceided, in consequence of nume- 
rous threats made, and an order issued by Little Crow 
that Ta-o-pit my fiiend, and myself should be put to 
death. 

*'The friendly Indians, howev^, guarded me fiith- 
. fujly, notwithstandiQg I was coiiBidered by many as 
the cause of placing ihehr lives in danger. The night 
before the battle of Wood Lake, I was disgmsed and 

sent to a lodge in a diiierent part of the camp, in con- 
sequence of two or three-anned Indians who had been 
discovered lurking round the lodge in which I usually 

staid, evidently with the intention of trying to get a 
shot at me. 

^^Another time a squaw came in and whiiqiered some* 

thing to my friend, who instantly seized his gun, and 
bade me put on my blanket and follow him. As I 
followed, he hurriedly told me that Little Grow and two 
others were prowling around, and intended to fire into 
the lodge where I waa I was taken to a neigiiboring 
lodge and placed in the hole already dug; and care* 
fallj ooneealed, where I passed a long and sleepless 
night, with a guard of ten or twelve Ladians around 
on the^ outside. These and skoilar occurrences hap- 
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peiied 60 firequentiy, tbst I at length became in- 
different, and did not care bow soon death might 
coma 

**My bodily Bufferings were very great, but nothing 
when compared with my mental anxiety. Being 
thieatened with death so often, sometimes I almost 
prayed that some of their attempts to kill me might 
prove saccessftil I thought that death would be a re- 
lief to me. 

^^Beiog oonstantly with my M^d, I received the 
best of treatment from him and his wife. But the fe- 

niJile captives were, with very few exceptions, subjec- 
ted to the most horrible treatment In some cases, a 
woman would be taken out into the woods, and her 
person violated by six, seven, and as many as ten or 
twelve of these fiends at one tima There was, I be- 
lieve, but (Hie captive killed; that was a boy, who had 
in some way offended his captor, who delibmitely shot 
him dead. 

"With the exception of being almost devoured by 
fleas and other vermin, which always infest the In- 
dian lodge, my situation was as comf<iMrtable as it 
could be under the circumstances. Before leaviiiR- the 
Indian camp, my friend restored to me my ring, pin, 
watch, money, dbthes, and, in &ct^ eveiy thing I had 
about my person when I was taken. 

"I oftentimes contemplated making my escape, or 
at least attempting it; but my wounds were not suffi- 
ciently healed to allow me to undertake it I am sat> 
isfied that, had I been perfectly well, I could very 
easily have stolen a pony and gun, and knowing the 
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oouAtrj W6ll| I Ahooid not hare luui much difficaity in 

battle of Wood Lake was fotight, asid the In- 
diom were thoroughlj coayinced tbat the wMtes were 
more than tbay oould in ii wwwiifu Uy ooDteiid a ga ing t^ and 
•ought lafety la flight 
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TH£ FBIENDLY CAMP. * 

The day of redemption was drawing nigh: hearts 
were to be relieved of tke bitter anxiety, and the suf- 
fenoigs of the oaptives in the Indian lodges^ to end 
Of the fomation of ihe friendly camp, Mr. Spencer 
gives the following particulars : 

*^While yet at Bed Iron s village, TaK>-pi| Ma-za-kn- 
ta^ Wa-kin-yan-wash-te, my Mend, in aocordanoe with 
the instractions received secretly from Gen. Sihleyi 
attempted to form the friendly camp, or in other words, 
to form a separate encampment &osa the main camp, 
and to get as many of the captives as ihey possibly 
could into tlicir possession, and remain firm, and when 
the whites came up, to deliver themselves and the cap- 
tives up to CoL Sibley. 

^^Several attempts were made to establish this camp, 
but no sooner would ilic lodges be set up, than hun- 
dreds of armed Indians from Little Crow's camp would 
come over and pnsh down the lodges and force them 
back into ihe main encampment Some few friendly 
Indians made their escape, taking captives with them, 
and succeeded in getting into Fort Bidgley. 

White Lodge left ns at this place with his entire 
band, taking away with him about fifteen captives. 
They went over toward the Missoun nver. One day, 
when most of the warriors were absent, a party of 
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about twenly-five lodges made another attempt to 
oamp b J tliemselye& They were this time succeesfoL 

Tliey pitched their lodges m a ^iiiull hollow, and de- 
tennmed to intrench themselves and fight rather than 
to again be, forced back with Little Crow's party. 
They aooordingly dug large square holes in the centre 
of the lodges, in which to place the women and chil- 
dren in ease of an attack ; so that the little camp was 
in quite a defensible condition. After it was ^thus 
fortified, several other Indians who had not the courage 
to join in at first, came in, and in a few days our camp 
numbmd about one hundred and twenty-five lodges, 
and fighting men enough to hold it against all the 
warriors that the opposite party could bring against 
it 

"Standing Buffialo, the Sissiton Chief, and Wa-a-na- 
tan, the chief of the Cut Heads, came down while we 
were at this place and held coxmcil with Little Crow, 
and determined not to take any part in the war against 

the whites. 

"A great deal of credit has been given to Wa-ba- 
shaw, a well known chief, for assisting in the formation 

of the friend!}'- camp. But I can see no just cause 
why he should have the credit of doing an action 
which justly belongs to others. After the battle of 
Wood Lake had been fought, and ui)on the return of 
the Lidians ; hastily holding a council, Crow and his 
followers determined to flee to tiie plains* Wa-ba-shaw 
started off with them, and returned and joined ihe 
fiieudly camp only the day be^^re our fc»x2e$ came in 
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siglit His oondact was most cowardly all thiougli 
the wliole trouble 

"Our camp remained firm, and two days after we 
had the most welcome news that the 'Xiong Trader' 
(the name hj which Oen. Sibley is known among the 
Indians,) with his troops, was in sight 

''It was to me a glorious sight I had been in cap- 
tivity ^rty days^ and dniing most of that time my 
life had been in innninent danger almost every hour. 
V\ iiea I rolled myself in my blanket to take a little 
leBt, I knew not whether I should awake in this world 
or the next I was new about to be released, and take 
my friends by the hand. Could it be a reality, or was 
it only a pleasant dream, sock as I had o^n had, to 
be again dispelled by sounds of the well known war- 
whoop, which would warn lae to betake myself to my 
place of concealment? The gleaming of the bright 
bayonets in ibe sun, the sound of the ear-piercing fife, 
and the rattling drums, were sufficient to convince me 
tiiat it was not a dream, but Uiat I was saved. 

'^oomuch praise cannot be awarded to Crolonel Sib* 
ley, whose thorough knowledge of Indian character 
has so buccessiully enabled him to accomplish the ob- 
jects of the expedition. 

^The rescue of his unfortonate countrymen, who 
were held as captives, by a savage foe, was cvur upper- 
most in his thoughts, and though others may censure 
Inm for not coming up to their expectations, We, who 
laivf been rescued, will ever hold ihc name of Henry 
H. Sibley dear in our hearts. " ^ 
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CAKP BBLE^SIS. 

Two hundied and twenty captiyes had been aided 

into the friendly camp, and now hearts beat with 
exultant hope oi no distant release. To what bru- 
tal indignitiea bad they been obliged to submit 1 How 
the heart revolted at the loathaome ve^broepec^ I — wivea, 
mothers, young ladies, and young girls, ahnost chil- 
dren, had met the same &te. 

The fiiirest^ moet cnltivated, and moat attniotivB 
of the youthful women, was Miss Mattie Williams, 
of Paineaville, Ohio, who, at the time of the out- 
break, was residing with an unole, seven miles up the 
Yellow Medicine river. Each sought their own safety, 
in whatever directicHi drcumstances seemed best to in- 
dicate, neither person or eompany waiting to see the 
course of the other. Mr. and Mrs, Reynolds, the uncle 
and aunt of -Miss Mattie, were neaxing a place of safety, 
when a party of armed Indiana were sem making to* 
ward them. What was to be done? The reeking, 
jaded horse, just ready to fiill, could not be urged out 
of a walk, and the first thought was to abandon the 
buggy and trust their own loecHnotion for safety. But 
he being a large man, was dissuaded by his wife, who 
suggested the strategy of playing Indian. By the timd 
they had their blankets adjusted in the most approved 
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Indian style, the savages were sufficiently near to sup- 
poee them of th^ own people, and so made off in aa- 
otfier diiecdon, learing ihem to a safe tenni&tia of iimt 

routa Miss Wiiliams, with a German servant girl, was 
in au open buggy, with a Mr. Patweli, and they had 
. begun to feel safe fitnn puiBoit, when set on by a gang 
of these worse than blood hoimds ; the man was killed, 
the Oennan girl was wounded, so that &om the wound 
and other brutal treatment, she died in four daya 
Miss W. was bit by a spent ball in ^e should^, b«t 
its pain was forgotten, in the terrible anguish that fol- 
lowed, in the experienoe of for^ days' captivity. Oo- 
easionally, die would find the fragment of a book, or 
some coarse needle work, with which to kill time, else 
it was all given to bitter reflections on the sad reality 
^ her lot O I how my heart yearned toward .her, as 
she inodestlj alluded to the indignities, the cruel, brutal 
treatment which may iK>t be penned, and I felt, and I 
8tali leel, that the man or woman who would stoop to 
calumniate the fair fame, for such a cause, of one who 
has thus suHered, deserves to be branded a cowaard and 
a bmte. 

Vorty nervoofi, aiudoas days, forty restless, sleepless 
nights, s offering from cold and leaking tents, though 
• never from hunger, forty days clad in Indian ooBtome, 
sofPering in every way diat savage passion could de- 
vise I A soft, dewy mistiness creeps li'om the heart 
to the eyes as we contemplate the honors of that life^ 
which time and again she prayed might end. But the 
hour of release drew near. A giant mmd with stiong 
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will, had evesty energy a( eovI bent to iiaa one objeet, 

and its accomplisliment was sure. With nervous joy 
she wrapped her blanket around her on the night of 
the 25tbi September, for the last time in that Indian 
oamp, and laid her down, not to pleasant dxeainsy but 
to blissful waking visions of release. 

How her heart flattered and beat in turn, lest the 
hope should be thwarted 1 Nor was Ae alone in her 
night vigila In every tent in that encainpinent "eyes 
were holden" fit)m sleep. Only the infants slept un- 
consciously, as if fear, care or pain had never visited 
the earth. Were those wearv days, those anxious 
restless nights indeed to end ? was the one absorbing 
thought, — and memorable for this will be that last night 
in Indian camp. At the first dawnings of day on the 
morning of the 26th, tiie camp was astir, and prepara- 
tions went forward for the reception of their dis- 
tinguished guests. Personal decoration was the absorb- 
ing theme of the '^Master of Ceremonies." Paint of 
every hne was in active demand, together with eagle'a 
feathers, beads, and wampum, and white flags were 
displayed all thi'ough their village. 

At noon, a flag of truce, consisting of a stolen bed 
sheet, tied to the end of a pole, went forth to meet the 
approaching "Expedition." Great indeed was the cap- 
tives joy on the sound of the maitial music, and at 
the sight of the bright gleaming bayonets in fliendly 
hands I The Indians, squaws and pappooses, were 
anauged in a circling wall around the camp for the 
reception of their guests, or in awe at the strange and 
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imposmg display. Ool Sibley nuoched ham OQlximn 

paxtly around their encampment and went into camp 
near the river. Some of the men whose fiooilies were 
hdd captives were allowed to go at cmce to thern^ 

and O I the joy of snch meetings ! Who shall paint 
the fioene? In due time, CoL Sibley and sta^i' went 
over to take formal poBsession of the camp. Aroond 

him crowded . those from whom the blood-stains 
were scarcely washed, witii every protestation of 
fiiendahip and the oonatant declaration of ^^e good 

"S^"s.,e. ^ 
aMnred them, that the really mnoeent had nothing to 
ftar, while the guilty oucb would meet the pnnishment 

their deeds merited. lie now demanded the uncon- 
ditional and unreserved surrender of ail the prisoners^ 
The preliminaries being concluded^ the waiting, trem- 
bling captives were brought forth and dehvered up to 
him who had spent anxious days and sleepless nights 
devising for the accomplishment of this otrjecL He 
says of it: "I oonduoted the poor captives to my 
camp, where X had prepared tents tor theii* accommo- 
dation. There were some instances of stolidity among 
ihem, bat for the most part^ the poor creatures, relieved 
of the homble suspense in which they had been kept, 
and some of the young women freed from the loath- 
some attentions to which iSheey have been subjected by 
their brutal captors, were fairly overwhelmed with 
joy." This camp very properly took the name of 
'<Camp Beleasa'' 
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Aliuiiier, m speaking of the circuinstances, and the 
jm,&^ joy which iDiuk tbflm apeechlesa, : 

"We brouglil them into eamp and did all we oonld 
to make them coiului-table, for every heart wiii> moved 
at the leoital of whut ihey had suffered." 

Many of ikese were BO orerwhelxiied with gratitade 
they could have Ikllen to the ground, doing reverence 
to their rescuer. One of kia offioera .said to liim-» 
*Kj6L Sibl^, / wM sooner Imoe Ae ^ory of yowr 

aehievt^aent io-diiy^ tJunc Llic proudest victory ever woii in 
baUie, ' There was no audible reply, but his Tn^>H>Qd 
was Btined within him, and his oonl-fdU eye mtf fiur 
more emphatic than words could have been. He had 
aooompiished tiie sublime purpose of his heart, this 
great good to more than two hnndied hdpleaa beings. 
What mattered to him the vile reproach of envy, or 
the clamorous tongue bidding him rush on to mad ex- 
termination, whioh would hare brought inevitable 
dejith to every captive. He had the proud triumph 
resulting ^m a fearless diaehaige of duty, and to his 
own qnartero he took l&e only adnlt nude captiye^ 
caring for him as a "ikther caietli lor a iion wliom ke 
loreth.'* 
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CHAPTER XlJn. 

INDIAN PBISONJERS. 

After fKfper aMentkm to the reflcoed, Ae next 

"order" in the military programme was the erection of 
a j«il in ^ oentre of Gsmp Beleaaa Some were de- 
tiiM to eat the logs, otbers to haul them in, and oth- 
ers to til TOW them up and firmly bolt their comers ; 
and before uightfal I, the huge pen was completed, ready 
fer ooeapantBL These were brought in by CJc^ Grooka 
with an adequate armed force. Tliose absolutely free 
frcffii suspicion were unmolested. The prisoners were 
pat in ehains, and a strong goard set around the jaiL 
A mifitarj eommiasum, eompoaed of GoL Crooks^ 
Lieut. CoL Marshall, and Capta Grant, Bailey, and 
lieui Olin^ to which two or three others were after- 
wards added, was convened for the trial of the guilty 
N'o more toimidable Calendar was ever brougbt be- 
fore kumaa tnbunaL Four hundred and twenty-iive 
men arraigned far criminal triaLI Every preeaiation 
was taken that no injustice should be shown, and all 
testimony was required to be written down, that it 
might be easily recurred to^ in eaae of any ator ques* 
tioning of their innocenca Those who plead ''guilty'' 
to charges, had their cases soon disposed of. The 
equivocation of the guilty parties, who were allowed 
to testify in their own ease, was often, to say the least, 
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Tery amusing, and tkeir statements devoid of all reason 
and good aeaae. Many would admit they iired in bat- 
tie, but generally insisted it was at random, and 
nobody was hurt ! A plea supposed to be \ alid by 
the one who rendered it, was that the horse he stole 
was a very litde one, and, of course, his crime not very 
great, and that the oxen he took were for the gratifica- 
tion of his wife. 

A man in the vigor and pirime of life declared that 
his gray hairs should attest ?m innocence^ and some 
' young men, that their hearts were too weak to face fire. 
A strange admission for an Indiaa Another batch 
would insist that when the battle raged, they were 
lying flat on their faces, writhing in physical tortures, 
such as in babyhood would have hem relieved by a 
dose of catnip te& 

A small army of culprits vowed they had crept 
under a wonderfully capacious stone (which nobodj 
ever saw there,) during the battle' at Fort Bidgley, and 
did not emerge therefrom till all was quiet A still 
larger number averred that an unsocial spirit kept 
them &om fighting, and thai again that they were in 
the rear of the several battles, feasting on roast beef 
and green corn, and for the truth of the last assertion 
they called on the Great Spirit, Heaven and Earth to 
witness. One had his tender sympathies so wrought 
upon to see his kin killing the whites, that he lay down 
to sleep and did not wake till the battle was over, 

Cut-Nose, whose bloody deeds are before recorded, 
was condemned for the same, and a oonqMmion in crime 
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for haying bolehmd ninetoen petsoo^ both nuide mbst 

solemn protestations of "me good iTidiaii," with strong- 
est avowals of Mendship for their accusers, proviBgi 
▼ery oondiudyeij, that many, in the fii^dlj camp, 
were as black in crime, as any who went at lai^e, un- 
whipt of justica 

All ages, from boys of fifteen to infinn old men, 
were represented bv these criminals. One said, he 
'S^as ^fty a great maaj years ago, w^en he quit count* 
ing." The chaiaotera were as divflnei if the i^jsLcg* 
nomj was a orilerioii, as the penona lepraented bj 

them. 

The party engaged in the (Captivity <d Mattie Will- 
iams and the mtirder of Mr. Fatwell, were doomed to 
the punishment their deeds merited A very old man 
was identided by two boys, one of more than usual 
inteUigenoe. Their jfiunilies had escaped from the 
▼icimty of Beaver Creek, and airiyed almost within 
hailing distance of the fort, when met by the Indians, 
who told them, if they would return to their homes, 
and giye them their teams, they should not be injured. 
Tliey accepted the alternative, but when nearly home, 
the Indians suddenly fired into the party, killing seve- 
ral, and then took the nninjured women and childm 
prisonem The stolid old wretch was made to confront 
the witnesses, who identified him as having taken un- 
anring aim at myore than one of the party. It was a 
tfarilling scene, the boy hearts swelling with emotions 
unutterable. ''I saw that man <hoot my mother," burst 

&rth ixasa om of the boys ; and '1 saw him,'' said the 
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Other, "shoot a man who had kneeled down to pray.'* 

Another was recognized by Mrs. Hunter, as having shot 
her husband, and taken her into captivity. 

Sev'eral of the Benyille Bangers, who, it will be le^ 
membered, had deserted, were brought belbre this tri- 
bunal They had been in all the battles, and fought 
with a detennined daring, equal to the fiercest of the 
full bloods. 01' these, panic alar altenUon was drawn 
to a young HerculeBy about eighteen, bright, intelligent ; 
and competent for a vast amount of evlL He declared 
he was outside tlie fort, when the Indians surrouiKk d 
it, and was thus unintentionally thrown into their 
ranks, and that his hands were as ftee from blood as 
his heart fiom guila The evidence, however, proved, 
him to have taken the first scalp at Wood Lake, from 
an old grey-headed man and former comrade^ and re* 
ceived therefor one of the two belts of wampum, which 
had been promised by Little Crow, as a reward for kill- 
ing the first white man. One greatly amused the Court 
by asserting that he was the sole cause of the war. 
lie was an old sore-eyed man, of lymphatic tempera- 
ment, and had been living, he said, near New Ulm. 
The benevolent whites had supported him, and their 
lavished kindness incited the jealousy of the aOxest In- 
dians, — hence the war. 

Thus might we multiply instances of strange &bri* 
cations and flimsy subterfuge <^ fidsehoods, which, in 
deUiil, would crowd a larger volume than this. But 
enough has been given to show their duplicity and 
their guilt Three weeks of patient, unremitting labor, 
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was given to this business, ere Camp Belease was bro- 
ken up, and still it remainad nnfiniahftii- Tb» tioops 
were ordered '^beknr," and tbe Goort acgonnied to the 
Lower A^ncT, where the work of death had tirst 
commeQced. Soielji no more appropiiate place ooold 
hare been finind. 

While a: C^:..p E'jlc:j„se, CoL Siblej very justly 
promoted to '*Bbigadike General of Volitktkebs^* 
and tibe aame ifae confinned by die U. & Senste^ oat 
year aftec 
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Driven away from her tuBband, as the reader has 
seeu ia a lumber chapter, it was very uatural that Mrs. 
Huggma should look to the one fcnr protectioii who had 
evinced a kindly spirit toward her, and belieying they 

would be more safe with the Chief than eLsowhere, j^lie, 
with Julia and her children, went to hiti liuuse the same 
evening. 

As they passed ihrongli the village, many squaws 

rnrne out with a show of ^ef, in the usual way of 
laying hand over the mouth, groaning, &a The 
men loafed at their tent doars, smoked their pipes and 
said nothing, pretending not to see them. They were 
kindly received by the Chief's wife and other mem- 
bers of the lodge, her mother, and their son, Na-ho- 
ton-mana, a lad of fifteen years. A buffalo robe was 
spread for them at the further end of the lodge, and 
this 'beat oi honor" was always reserved for her, so 
long as she remained a member of the family. On 
one of her own pillows, at night she rested her throb- 
bing head, and many other uiln ks from her own liouse 
were around her, ren n lers of the day's expenenca 

That was a dreadful night Men went and came to 
consult their Chie^ and loud talking was heard all 
over the village. Only the eliihlren slept sweetly and 
soundly, as ii' in their own little crib at home, with a 
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loving IkAa^ new. So humed and stnimizig batd 

the events of the previous evening, that all seemed 
moie the result of some meutaL haihici nation ibaa 
actual reality. 

The cboioest cot firom her knaband's oxea was aet 
before them for breakfai;t, but when she thought that 
he slept his last sleep, she w^t but could not eaL 
The pent jxp watm of the hewt had faaf^ily found 
▼ent Thank God ^ tears ! without them, grief ^soon- 
suming fire8 would soon dtjstroy the powei*s lor intelli- 
gent aetioD. 

Newa of their eaptiyity having leached the ears of 

Mr. John Lagree, on die opposite side of the river, 
gome distance away, he came with kimliy proli'ers of a 
home to these women, promising, as he thou^it^ greater 
aeciuitT. Walking Spirit left them to their own efaoiea 
Their route lay through Lame Bear's viUs^, where 
they saw many reminds of the past — Indian chil- 
diea dressed in th^ own children's clothes — ^ her haft* 
band's writing desk and their own chain, besidea evi* 
denoes that ihev were not the onlv sulierers. Tuid 
was on Wednesday, the 20th August, the day of dist 
attack on F<Ht Bidgiey, about eighty milea away. 

The hearts of these women were aad and lonely in 
the extreme, and their anxiety none the less from an 
ignorance of the ext^t of the tiXHible, and the fact 
that Lagree and a Freoidmum who staid with him, 
vrere in turn watching without, or deeping with a 
loaded gun at their side. On Thursday, dreadful ti- 
dings came ftom the seat of Indian war. All the Mia- 



sionaries and Govenuneiil <^lciala, it was said, wese 
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kili<'<l. Hii'l so for more tliaii (me Iotilc anxious week 
}md et'erj^My believed, liow precious the promises 
of boly writ) when grief was ao poignaat and anxiety 
00 distressing. And now, Mra. Eiiggins must be 
robbed of her only eaithly (omlorler and counsellor. 
Julitt'^ bmtber, hearing of her late, had come disguised 
as an Indian, to take her to his home at Yellbw Medi- 
cine. It would not be safe for the mother and chil- 
dren to pro with them, and therefore she must al«itle 
her time ul release, and sulier all her FaxH£1B s will 
That night Mr, Mandecfield, who had escaped from 
Big Stone Lake, came in. The women bound up his 
bleeding feet^ and for the time forgot their own sor- 
rows in efforts to relieye his sufferings and preparing 
him with comforts for the remaiikder of his way. He 
bore the first tidings of their fate and whereabouts to 
white frieutis below, who from that time were busj 
with thoughts and devising plans for her releasa On 
Friday morning, Julia bade her companion in captiv- 
ity adieu, and in Indian costume went forth by the 
aide of her brave brother, on theu* tedious and perilous 
journey. 

An invitation at this juncture was received from 
De Cota, to return and make her permanent abode with 
him at Walking Spirit's villaga So a^ the sad 
leave-taking of Julia, attended by LagreC) she and her 
children set out on horseback. As they trotted ou 
through the woods, she imagined every tree hid a lm*k- 
ing foe, ready to spring out and shoot them, for she 
had now become yeiy nervous from continued excite- 
ment and suspense. At Lame Beai* s village, Lagree, 
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who was a Chippewa half-breed, seeing many Sioux 
about^ feared to go ftuther, so getting an Indian woman 

to "pack" Letta, she took little Charlie in her ow n 
anoB, sick and weak though she was from having eaten 
nothing that day. Presently an old squaw came run* 
ning after her, signifying a desire to relieve her of the 

pliysicul burden. So she put him on her back, yiap- 
poose fashion, with which the little iellow seemed quite 
content 

Her fears were destined to no abatement, for but a 

little out of the village four hideously painted warriors 
were loungmg by the roadside ; but she hid herself 
behind the women as best she could, and passed un- 
molested, probably they not detecting her nationality. 
Again, in passing through a piece of woods, she was 
desired to go ahead, bat trembling with fear, while the 
women manifested even greater alarm, the cause of 
wUeh she could not understand. 

Now came another sore trial for this "bruised reed" 
Painty sick, tired and hungry, she came to the door 
where she expected a ^endly welcome, and in re- 
sponse to their invitation she had made this weary 
day's journey. Mr. De Cota, her recent neighbor, 
silently smoked his pipewithout the doorof his lodge, 
deigning her never a look, while his squaw wife, cold- 
ly, though not unkindly, motioned her on to the chief's 
house. Her sensitive, sore heart well nigh sank within 
her. What would be her next step, if thus ccddly re- 
ceived at Walking Spirit's? The old chief was away, 
but his wife, anticipating the wants of the exhauslLd 
woman, brought her water and food, and arranged for 
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her to Toaif almost teaderly looking aftex ker coiDr 
fort 

We are glad that we Imre oomparativelj small 
record to make of women being the aiders and abet- 
tors of the tarananctions which brought such dismay to 
our frontier. As a geneial ihing, thej haye '%d the 
hungry and clothed the naked" when in their power 
to do so. True, they have been subject to their liege 
lords, and obliged to do their bidding ; but whenera* left 
to themselres, we are coiiTinoed that the fimdaiiiesital 
elements of true womanJiood live lu the hearts which 
beai beneath their dirty short gowns and rus^ old 
blanketa Eemove the shackles whieh the men infliot 
upon them, and they would soon arxire to the dignity 
of white woiiien. 

It is but justice to Be Cota to say that he was loyal 
to the whites, and would have received Mrs. Huggins 
according to his invitation, had his eourage been adb* 
qiiate to the occasion. But he knew his own scalp 
was in danger, and the least provocation would jeop- 
ardize his life yet more. Things around him looked 
stormy enough, and his Sioux wife eonld not save hB» 
scalp to the rightful owner, should any act of his ex- 
cite their displeasura Not long after he took his wife 
and went to his own people, and for sevml montiift 
thereafter was in government employ, carrying the 
mail through the trackless r^CHi firom Pembina to 
F<»rtBandalL 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

MBS. HUGOINS IN CARE OF WALKING SPIRIT. 

The old chief was from home, trying to quell the 
war-spirit of the young braves, and did not return till 
Mrs. Huggins bad been several days dcnniciled in his 
lodge. The usual gutteral salute — "ho-ho-ho-," sound- 
ed very cheerily and pleasant, as lie extended his hard 
brawney hand, by which she understood she was very 
welcoma This increased her confidence, which he 
seeing, made still greater efforts that she should not feel 
it misplaced. The language of his actions she knew 
was very kind, though she understood little of his 
qx>ken vemacular. In this assurance, she says her 
**poor, weary, amdous heart felt comforted. Tlds old 
man was my friend and protector, I could here find 
something like rest, quiet and security." 

For the six successive weeks she remained a mem- 
ber of the chief's family, regarded more as a distin- 
guished guest than a powerless captiva We rejoice 
that there are some alleviating features in the wretched 
Dakota character — something to evince ihem not 
hopelessly '^the children of* wrath." We believe them, 
bad as they are, the creatures of God, objects of his 
care and government, but O how iiftllen, how totally 
d^iraved. Under like influence, with the same 
Heaven-boru piuviiegecj as the white race tiiiough gen- 
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eratioiis past, the results would be equal Even worse 
sayages than tke North American Indians — those 
whose richest feasts were upon the putrid bodies of 
th^ slaiu enemies, have been brought under the teach- 
ings of the holy influences of Christianity. ^K3hnst has 
b^n fixrmed" in their hearts the hope of glory, and 
"the wrath of man has been made to praise him/' S<> 
it mav he. so it will be with thesa All nations **shall 
call Him blessed," for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it, aud we are no ways sure but the Lord will 
overrule this initiatory step for their elevation to the 
great platform of religious, christian nation& 

For ages, the Indian has known nax^ht but his 
present life, and from in£mcy, has* been taught that 
his highest achievement was to take the scalp of an 
enemy. Hence their glory in the number of scalp- 
feathers they are entitled to wear. 

Not from Walking Spirit and his ^Eimily alone, was 
this lone captive the recipient of £9kvor& All the 
w'omen of the village seemed desirous to outvie each 
other in this regard, aud invariably addressed her in 
the language of kindness and respect They would 
often say, **white woman feel sad ; I want to sliake 
hands with her." But their style of living soon began 
to tell seriously on little Charhe's health, then the 
women-sent milk for him, and would come and take 
him out for the air. For days they lived only on 
potatoes and com, and then oceasionally beef or dog 
meat, and once in a while they had coffee and sugar. 
Those who were well provided with ibod lor the day, 
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often seat for her ^ oome and eat" with them. Sbo 

had learned to make a \'irtue of necessity, and the 
practical iliustration of the adage, * when in Home do 
as Romans do/' and a cheer^, pleasant conformily .to 
the society in which she lived, eonciliated her into 
&vor. Once she was sent ior at bed time, to ^^come 
and eat" Though not hungry, she went, as it was not 
policy to refose. A pieoe of nice carpet was spread 
for her to sit on, and a white towel for her plate, 
whioh was one of her own, and one her own dishes 
to drink from ^ the hill of fiire, consisting of potatoes, 
rice, dried apples and cold water. She says of the 
ordinary department, sometimeS| when she thought 
of the dirty dishes her food was on, the dirty kettles 
it was cooked in, and the dirty hands winch j)repared 
it, her stomach rebelled. But she tried to keep away 
Buch troublesome thoughts, andmakethe best of what 
slie had She well appreciated the kindness which 
sent one of the women to 1 eliow Medicme to bring up 
flour and other articles for her use, and one cold fiosty 
morning, another came cautiously behind her and 
threw a w^arm shawl over her shoulders ; dliough part 
of the stolen booty, we credit the kindly spirit which 
evoked &e act 

One of her great perplexities '.\ the means of ab- 
lution, which Mrs. Walking Spirit remedied by ob- 
taining ^m a neighbor a half powdesr keg. She had 
no other convenience for washing clothes than an old 
iron heater, which had been used for a dog di^ 
IUb she cleaned, and made subMnre her puipoea 
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Onoa or twice aha wiia privileged with a tub aud wash- 
boards whioh had been lier own property. She was 
thaukiul to get clean ciotiies, tliough they went im- 
iioned. 

All this time, not one of the young men of the 

village wa5i allow^.'d to speak to her, kiwl there was a 
oummendabie pride, as they expreaaed it, ^in keeping 
her very carfiiUy/* No work was ever demandedy or 
even e\|>ected of her; yet occupation lightened the 
burden oi grief^ ^and so she would assist her hostess ia 
sewing, cooking, and evenat times bconght water fixxm 
the brook. Many of her own articles of dress were 
returned to her, aud she wab permitted to wear her 
own ccstome ; but it was hard to see her children's 
clothes, of wUch they were in real need, worn by 
ludiau children, and very painful to see the clothes of 
her murdered hu&band on the peraons of those, if not 
his actual murderers, who had ^'consented unto his 
death/' 

The children became great favontes, were petted and 
caraaaed, and afi»id c£ no one, and this partiality came 

near cuuiiing her the ^severest heart-pang slie Lad 
known. The chief 's wife had a brother who lived 
far to the north, and had no children, and whom she 
had induced to think could get Mrs. Hu^ins to give 
to hiujL her little girl The proposition was made 
through a French interpreter, but her decided 
gave no litde <rfEense, espedally to the old woman, the 
man's mother. He was very angry, but tlie presence 
of the chief awed him, ^ he would ^not suiier the 
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cbild to be taken without her coDaent ; but the offense 

was never foi-fjiven, nor could she feel the same meas- 
ure of confidence in the ofieuded party as before. 
The fonner fondneBs of theold woman for the children 
was changed to indifference or hate, and she was ever 
afterward verj cross to them. This, however, Mi-s. H. 
allowed to pass unnoticed, and thereby prevented an j 
aerions quarr^ ; jet she lived in constant fear of 
their being taken by stealth, and would never again 
trust them alone in her care. She now watched them 
closely when they were packed around the village by the 
squaws, who had beibre done it, eliciting no special 
anxiety from the moth^, and at night folded ihem in 
her arms, while she dreamed of a hotrid waking to 
find them gona 

With nothing to distinguish one day &om another, 
Hia H. soon tosttiie days of the week, and sftmrard 
learned that several Mondays had been kept by her as 
the holy Sabbath day. O, iiow the Christian woman 
longed for the privileges of the sanetnaiy, or even tiie 
quiet of home retirement, where she could woi'ship 
God, witli ^'none to molest or make aihdd" But tlie 
time for her removal from the red-heated furnace had 
not yet come, but the ''form of the fourth" was with 
her. The refining, purifying process was not yet com- 
plete^ and she girded her soul with patience to endure 
all her Father's wUL 
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CHAPTER XLYL 

THB ALABHS. 

There waa a mighty host of * ^Northerners" oomijog 
directlj tfarcmgh the villaga They had msaxj carts, 
and some of tlie warriors were on foot and some on 
horse. The village was in great alarm. 

Mi& Kuggins vae ]Himed out to look at them, in 
the distance, and then to a tent, with orders to suffer 
no noise from ike children, until these were entirely 
passed. The caravan halted just past hot tent, and 
their tumult so excited the children, thai <hey cried to 
go out, and it was some time before they were fright- 
ened into silaioa There were^ at least, six men to a 
weman, in the crowd. The excitement was intensa 
Men, women and children were ruuning about, as if 
frightened out of their wits, all of which the hidden 
woman could see through a hole in the tent But for- 
midable and unwelcome as were these visitors, they 
must be fed. This was the only hope of a pacific turn 
in aflbirs, had they come for evil. The young wamors, 
eager for display, galloped arouud. firing off guns, and 
making other demonstrations of their prowess. Then 
rang forth on the serene air, the stentorian voice of a 
would-be mighty chief With a high head, proud look 
and stately tread, he stalked back and forth, as he de- 
livered himself of the eloquent speech which waa bum- 
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ing in his soul, tLdvaieni ng to consume him. For sev- 
eral boms, our heroine lay in her conoeaimeiU^ when 
all was again quiet 

Now came a iiine when the village was desened, and 
Mi& JQLuggins was aloney with the nameless old woman, 
for manj daja from ni^t till moming, and fixnn 
morning till night, she trembled wiili lear, and closely 
hugged her children to her hearty lest^ in an unexpect* 
ed moanent^ they should be torn Aom her, but^ goaid- 
ed by the divine hand, she was sale. 

A week or two after the advent of the "Northern- 
ers," a detachment of the band retained. Walkii^ 
^irit invited them to his lodge for a feast, more to con- 
ciliiaie peace than Irom any real friendship. He guar- 
anteed protection to his captiyei and diieeted her to ait 
behind him at the door, doabtieffi for qaiisk ^ress, in 
case oi trouble, while his guests would fill the lodge. 
With two loaded gons beside him, they sat down to 
Ae feast, no other woman being allowed inside, only 
to bring the food, which was ^ied bread and coffee, to 
^e door. Several of the guests were attentive to the 
<^dien, feeding and aUowing them to drink fiom thear 
own cups. After considerable speechily ing and mean- 
ingless parade, the crowd dispersed, much to her leHeC 

One day^ the duef handed her a niee looking letter, 
written in Dakota language She was unable to read 
it for hira, but waited, with anxious forebodingB, the 
inqpardng of its contents, and yet wi^ £sunt hopes of 
some feeble glimmer of light for herself and children. 
But i»vyt^>ftH, the contents were such as to make the 
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friendly chief declare himself "very angry/" so angry 
tliai be threw the letter into the lire, in retaliation ci 
the base insult Good Day, its author, had proposed 

to buy the captive for a wife, and hence her protector's 
rage. 

On another da j, she vna told to stay yery olosely in 

doors, tliat :i ''Imd man was in tlie villatre, and would 
kill her." Sbe was alone with the chiidi*en, and wholly 
engrossed with her sewing, when, of a audden, the 
blanket door was thrown up, and a fierce looking, hid- 
eously painted young man, with au elevated drawn 
sword, stood before her. A child fsom a neighboring 
lodge, followed him in, eyeing ilist one *snd then the 
other, with a look of terror. With great selT-comiaand, 
after the first moment of surprise was over, she bent 
her &ee to her sewing, yet trembling so yiolenlJy, she 
could scarcely hold her needle. But his scrutinizing 
gaae over, he went away, without speaking. Then she 
drew a long breath, and thanked Gbd, that she and her 
children were alive. A moment after his leave-tt kin e^, 
the ohie^ panting and blowing, sprang through the 
opening. Her^s was no feigned j oy at seeing him, ss she 
smilingly said, ''You frighten me, coming in such baste. ' 
"You friLditen 7»e," he repbed, as he sat down to rest 
was afraid you would be killed before I got here." 
Some women then came in, and told her about the 
angry man. His wile, for whom he was in search, had 
run away from him, and therefore had he come to the 
chief's house. Thus was she in constant alarm — her 
nervous system agitated with the most harrowing iear, 
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and was often hid, by her protector, firom threatening 

News flnom below became xdofb and mfyre exeitmgi 
and, liiially, the battle of Wood Lake detenoined the 
terror-stricken Indians on flight ^*To go or not to go/' 
was left optional with the captiva She conld not go 
alone to her Mends below, nor could Walking Spirit 
now go with her, as he had hoped to do, as all the re- 
gion was filled with the hostile, fleeing foa So she 
committed herself to the guidance of Providence, know- 
ing thereby she should not be led wrong. 

All was now the bnsde of preparation. Com and 
potatoes were to be gathered and prepared for the jour- 
ney, or buried. One, acquainted with their life habits, 
and unacquamted with present incentives, would have 
thought them suddenly metamorphosed into a provi- 
dent, working peopie. Some pounded com from the 
cob, others parched it or bagged it up for the joumey, 
and others were packing the household goods. Our 
heroine was no idler, and, therefore, made hersell as 
usefdl as she could. She assisted to put up Ave sacks 
of corn and potatoes, for family provisions by the way. 

All being in readiness to depart, the story was circu- 
lated, that all the white prisoners were killed, and that 
retributhre justice would soon fidl upon the Indians. 
Walking Spirit would have remained, had he dared, 
but dis<»i]nination between the Mendly and unfriendly 
Indians, he thought, would not be made in the swift 
winged justice upon their track. The innocent wus 
liable to suil'er with the guilty<« 
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Hosts of Sioux were daily arriving from below, with, 
whom many of the villagers ^^fell in," swelling each ax- 
rival to quite a caravan. 
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CHAPTER XLVIL 
LSAYIKa POB THB PLAINS. 

The chief's fiunilj, stUI reluctant, were the last to ga 
Mis. Huggins liad not jet made ker decisioii known. 
She was perplexed, if not in despair, but she still 
trusted Him who said, *^call upon me in the day of 
trouble and I will didiyerihea" When all was radj, 
the questtou to ^ or was again sobnutted^ and ha 
answer "I will ^o,'' pleiised herprot^tor, and prompted 
a renewal of ^'iaithiul care." To her aad her children 
was aooorded the privikge of riding on llie lear top 
of the load, while Mrs. Walking Spirit^ on foot led 
the old horse which dragged the load on poles — her 
mother carried a lazge pack, and his son led the ooh^ 
while he himself drove the oxen. The cow, b j espe- 
cial request of her hostess, was led by Mrs. Hugging 

Methinks I see them now filing across praihes; 
througli dark ravines ; up beetling Uafb and in the 
finest shade; while, with mighty f<»oe of will, her 
severe heart'-stru^sles are forbidden vent To lig-hten 
the load, in the ascent of 'hills and through mud -holes, 
our heroine^ often, with a child on her hip, and hat 
hold of the rope which was attached to Ac cow's horns, 
performed the unromantic trip of wading ankle deep 
in mud^ and then sat down in the grateful shade of 
some ancient tree, panting for breath. 

The firbL Ja^ of the journey, these were exclusives, 
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thoQc^ in iight of the main earayan. At nigbl iheir 
tent was pitched in a beantifbl vallej, and when ihe 

hun>e4 were "stake^l and all other matters properly 
attended tO| as in well regulated families, they drew 
aioond a snmptuonB board ^^groaning" with skunk meat 
and potatoes. 

The calm quiet, the sublirne nilonce of the night was 
m nal loxury to the ardent soul of Mis. Huggina It 
waa sweet to reflect on the constant care of Him whose 
presenco tills the universe. Nature had spread around, 
her .sweetest charms, in which a heart like hers might 
verel both day and night Early next morning, before 
tlie&milyhad break&sted, an excited horsemanrode 

up with tidings whieh brought all who understood it 
to their lieet, followed by hasty arrangements to ga 
Falling in with another company, the greatest haste eon- 
tinued till the middle of the afternoon, they, meanwhile, 
eating nothing, and with only a little parched com for 
the children, who became tired, sick and firetiuL For 
fear snooeesiYe days they continued the same haste, 
the little boy daily growing weaker and weaker, and it 
was so hard to see him droop thus, with no means to 
iriieye him, and to feel that very soon this preeioas 
comfort m^ht be taken from her. Then there was the 
fear of starvation haunting her, or that Walking Spirit 
might be overpowered by Little Crow or some ot the 
Korthemera, and she be taken away from him. While 
her only employment was la l%«n^ it is not strange, 
that, with all her firm and steadfast faith, she was thus 
in soul perplexed. Then again, buoyant hope would 
ohe«r her hear^ fbr she knew that fiWda wen eannit- 
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1 J praying for her safely and release, and she believed 

that when the divine end was accomplished, the severe 
di8ci{dine would cease. In the presence of danger she 
evesr relied on the judgment of others, to "lie down 
and cover up," without inquiring as to the why or 
wherefore — trusting the promise '*He shall cover thee 
"with his featheis, and under his wing shalt thou trast,^' 
and so was she ^^ot afraid of the terror by night nor the 
arrow that flieth by noon-day." 



Digrtized by Google 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

RELEASE AND BETtrBN. 

The reader baa seen the maiu body of troops at 
Camp Belease, firom whence, on the day following their 

aiTival, General Sibley dispatched four of the most 
trustworthy half-breeds and Indians, with iustruetions 
to follow up the fleeing Indians, and bring back Mr& 
Huggins and children, with as much expedition as 

possible. 

The fourth and last outward bound night, Mi-s. Hug- 
gins was made to understand that many bad Indians 
were in the very large encampment They had many 
cattle, horses and wagons, and she counted eighty 
yoke of oxen, and knew that all were the trophies of 
their raid upon the whitesL Hope now well nigh died 
from her lieart, for in the midst of the great darkness, 
how could she think of deliverance as near ? So in 
the physical as moral world, often when least expected, 
tiie greatest blessings coma The following morning, 
a message was brought to the ehief, which produced a 
counter movement on the part of his family. The 
white lady was not made to understand the reason ; 
perhaps liey designed a joyfal surprise, but she dare 
not hope it augured any good to her, and the suspense 
threw her into a feven&h anxiety, from which she did 
not recover till it was practically demonstrated. When 
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ftt noon they camped, the ftmily bfutled about in 
pceparalaon for visitorB, — « thus much she knew. 

While woiiderin<4 and waiting for the strange arrival, 
her heart gave a sudden bound of joj, for .the familiar 
,£EU3es of her rescuers "were before her. Intuitively she 
understood their mission. Two letters from General 
Sibley to Walking Spirit and herself were read, and he 
declared at once his intention of strengthening the es- 
eon by retoming with her to Oamp fieleaae Suob 
was the joy of her heart that sleep came not that night 
to her eye& The mind was active in the past, present 
and fotora 

While Mm Walking Spirit got the break&at, Mia 

lluggiiis repaired the vvurdrobe of her husband, that 
he might appear as respectable as possible in the pres- 
ence of 8iq)eri«»8i When she fiidshed, she returned 
ihe thread and soisscnB to hie wife, who prassed her to 

retain the latter, as a parting gift and a memento of her 
love. 

We win note at this point the leleaae of two little 

German girls and a half-breed boy, who were in the 
main encampment This^ to their honor be it said^ 
waa xnoee than lihe dntjr aasigned their reBcaem One 
of the girls was very beaatiAil, whoae mother was at 

Camp Ke lease when she arrived there, and after clamp- 
ing her to her heart in wild joy, she looked to Mr. 
SiggB, and emphatieally asked, ^'Where is the other?" 
He conid not teU her. 

The first night they camped at Big Stone Lake. 
Lame Bear and some of his people wexe there, who 

esztended to them the hospitalities of thtiST campi The 

L 
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excitemeat of joy aod its xeacUcHi, after all she had 
pfliMod thiough, had nearly proetiatod Mi& Hnggiiift' 

nervous eners;ie8, and with a thankful heart she that 
night sank upou the cuuilbrtablc bed which was made 
fiv hst^ and awoke refreshed, xeady to go on her way 

rejoicing. 

Passing over tin- c^nuic ground she had in going out, 
with no inoidentft worthy of note but a satisfaction of 
daily drawing nearer home» we find them, in lees time 
than when ontward bound, approaching Camp Bdieaea 
When but a few miles out, they passed twelve war- 
riors, savagely painted, gmoking on the grass. Murder 
flashed fiom their eyes, and there was evident cause 
for ahirni, though some of the men halted to shake 
hands and smoke with them. But as they drove rap- 
idly away, a dose watch was kept over tiie shoulder, 
till fiEurly away from any danger of tiieir following. 
That night the camp was in sight of Lac-qui-parle. 
They resorted to Sioux stratagem as a precaution 
against enemies, by leaving their wagons and camping 
some distance from the road There was Httle skep ; 
every ear was alert for sounds of a wily foe, and they ^ 
suffered much from cold, as autumn &ost8 had come^ 
and the night winds were yery chilL 

With kind consideration, they halted on the follow- 
ing mommg for Mrs. Iluggins to visit the grave of 
her husband, around which they drove stakes by her 
request, to protect it from careless intrudera They 
allowed her time to Imger over every £amiiiar spot as- 
sociated so closely with him who slept near. How 
desolate all i^qieaied, — and with heart even more des 
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oiato than all, she tamed away, and for her children's 
sake, nerving her soul witii energy to battle a little 
longer with life. 

Eight miles ftirther, and thej entered Camp Release, 
which is to be m^orable for all time in the history of 
Minnesota. The reaction, of a system wrought up so 
ioug to the highest tension, had come ; hut with the 
kind care and sympathy there bestowed, she and pin- 
ing little Charlie ralHed wonderfcilly during die two 
weeks m which the trials of guilty Indians still pro- 
gressed, bei'ore being sent down to the anxious hearts 
awaiting her. To one who has thus suffered, — to one 
who has thus been released, nought but gratitude the 
most profound could ever arise toward her temporal 
deliverer, and to Him who disposes the hearts of men 
to do His will, and brings out all things according to 
Pin own hidden plaii^. 





CHAPTER yiJY 



REMOVAL TO CAMP SIBL£Y. 

Ou the 23d of October, the condenmed and uncon- 
demned priflonera, chained two and two, were loaded 
into wagonsy twelve or fifteen in each, and under a 

military escort started for Camp Si1)ley. Here the 
trial was resumed in a log house, formerly owned and 
occupied bj a half-breed named LaBatte, **for unro- 
man tic kitehen purposes, but from h^nce to pass into 
hiiilory and be immortalized" The main building 
separate from thiSy had been deeply stained with tlie 
blood of the owner, whose native affinity did not saver 
him from the muiderous scalping kiiile. From the 
ashes of his dwelling in which he was burned, after 
having been shot, the soldiers drew forth his charred 
remains. But a few steps away was the store of 
Nathan Myrick, where Ly lide, the first victim, BeVill 
and Andrew Myrick were killed. With such remind* 
ers of their guilt before them, how could they hope 
for pardon ? We wonder that fidr and impartial trials 
were given — we wonder at the staying hand which 
prevented their execution en masse — and we wonder 
at the patience of tiie commission in the long, tedious 
trial I 

But this heavy criminal calendar was at last cleared, 
and of the men anaSgned for trial, three hundred and 
three were sentenced to be hung, and twenty to im- 
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prisonmeflit They were removed to Ifankato, -wbm 

an immense jail had been prepared, there to await the 
execution of their seutenca 

As the train of guarded priflonen seared New Ulm, 
the citizens who had returned to their homes came ont 
pell mell- the women leading the van, assailijig them 
with nxQSf stones and clubs, in retaliation for murdered 
husbands and childreiL Even at the point of the 
bayonet the infiiriated mass rushed into the midst of 
the soldiers, determined to return an e<juivalent for the 
past In aeveral instances the guns were turned aside^ 
or the axe warded off as the &tal blow was about to 
descend. One woman actually cleft the jaw of an In- 
dian with a hatchet, and another fractured a skull, so 
that the victim died in a few daya Some eight or ten 
were badly wounded before the assailants could be • 
driven off We regret to have this retaliatory act to 
record, but we aim to giye a true and impartial histoiy 
of the main eventa Still we will not too harshly con- 
demn. They had suffered much, and were still smarting 
under the terrible blow, and a half &enzy seized them 
when they saw the authors of their misery. Doubt- 
less, more serious woxdd have been the results, had 
thej foreseen that in fixing the day for their execution, 
the Chief Executive would have been moved with pity 
for the guilty wretches, and ordered the punishment 
of all but thirty-nine suspended. 

This fact becoming known, some two hundred men, 
whom su&ering and bereavement by savage hands had 
made desperate, armed with hatchets, knives, and other 
death-dealing implements, on the 8th of December, 
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inroad ihmr mj thiough the gnaid at Cmxp Lmoobif 
ncT Maoktio, with the evowed inten^n of deaHngto 

the iiuuderers the merit of their crimes. Col. Miller, 
pn>mpt aud resolute in the discharge of duty, had. 
them smroutided mud pnfloneiai before tiiey eoold efifoct 
an>^hin(^, but released them on a pledge to abstain 
from iurlhtir attempt at viuleace. Gov. Kamsey issued 
a proclamation, uiging apon the citizens not to throw 
away the good name Minnesota had hitherto sufltained, 
by any ra«h acta of lawlessness which were not neces- 
sary to the ends of justice, of personal security, or 
eren private yengeanoa ^Onr people," he says, ^'have 
ha^l just eanae to complain of the tardiness of execu- 
tive action in the pn iiiises, but they oucflit to hnd some 
reason for iorbea ranee in the absorbing cares which 
weigh upon the President If he should decline to 
punish them, the case will thra come clearly within 
the jurisdiction of the civil authoriti^" 



I 

\ 
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CHAPTER L. 



BEV OVAIi OF THS QOOD INDIANB TO FOBT SNELUNGk 

The aimy of '*good Indians,'' men, wixnen, children 

and half- breeds numbered some eighteen hundred 
On the 7tli of November these took up their line of 
loarch for Fort Snelling, iinde^ escort of lieat CoL 
Marshall's command, aU of which made a train of 
four miles in length. 

Tbe ^Siinter quarters," previoiifily prepared, was an 
immense pen in which their teepees were set aoocn'ding 
to latest approved city surveys — with streets, alleys 
' and public square^. Around and without, anned sol- 
diers paraded day and night for six sucoessive mondts, 
and the Go \ ernment outlay for their support was little 
lees than $2,000 per month ; while the hundreds of 
wordiy women and children whom iheir own tribe had 
made widows and orphans, were mainly dependent on 
their own exertions, or the bcTievolenee of a sympa- 
thiadng public Visitors daily thronged the enclosure 
with "passes" from the post commander, and when ad- 
mitted, a disgustingly filthy sight met the eye. The 
streets were the receptacles of all the offal of the 
lodges, where barefooted women and children splashed 
around in the filthy snow slush, as much at home as 
my reader on a velvet carpet with neatly slippered 



Digrtized by Google 



278 



DA^KUIA WAK WHOOP. 



Here we saw old Betsey, whom we knew before the 
State waa a Sute, or the Territoiy had mname, wd 

without whom its histoty would be ineomplefte, so 

idciitiiied m Mhc with froutier life aad pioneer experi- 
eiiea Her ugly old phiz is seen in every Photograph 
gallery in the land, and readily reeognized by every 
aUreet urcixin. Everywhere ah^ has warm personal 
friendsi audit is her proud boast that none of hear 
family hsve taken part in the raid against the whitea 
Even she, old dn she is, was pattering around barefoot- 
ed, as lithe as a girl of sixteen. Then wc bade her 
good-bye, su pp< >sing it the last time, and ^e actually 
kissed our hand at ])arting. But when the encximp- 
ment was bmken up to go to new ''hunting 
grounds,'' by the earnest desire of her &nner son, Ta- 
o-p«»e, old Betsey was permitted to remain with him, 
SO we may have a (^nce for another parting kiss. 

It will be recollected that Ta^pee was very acftive 
in the formation of the friendly camp, and for the re- 
lease of the prisoners, and made the first move in that 
direoti(»L Wabaahaw, too^ was there. These had 
kept aloof from erime, using every means to subdue 
the rage of theii- red brothers. When an answer eame 
from thttr letter to CoL Sibley, the utmost caution was 
requisite to conceal the fiict from othere. Great excite- 
ment that night prevailed, in tlieir camp, on account 
of the letter Little Crow had received, the contents of 
which, when interpreted by Speiaoeir^ was prodamied 
by Little Crow, in thunder tones, to the clamoruus 
throng, which crowded around his tent Ta-o-pee bad 
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a secret for the white man^s ear, which he managed to 

communicate. There was an assenting nod to the re- 
quest that he be in readiness to leod the letter, the iii^t 
fiYorable moment ibcoitment mn high, and the tent 
was ftiU, till fex into the small hours of morning — Ta» 
o-pee, with nervous anxietj, hidden beneath a calm ex- 
terior, freqaently coming in and going oat again. At 
ihree o'clock, aiU was quiet ; now was the time ; the 
moment was an important one. They knew that evil, 
designing ones were prowling around, suspicious of 
ererything; so, timming a blanket oyer their heads, 
that the light might not be seen from williout, they, 
underneath it, struck a match, lighted a candle, and in 
a soft whisper, read the important missiTe, which the 
leader has before read, and which was tiM first hope* 
inspiring note of a temporal salvation. 

Ohaska, too^ with whom the reader is so well ac- 
quainted, came also with the train. While, in varioas 
ways, making himself useful to our people, be was 
charged, by envious ones, as having taken life before 
he reeoued his friend, for which charge, he was a long 
time under guard, awaiting trial. He was honorably 
acquitted, and engaiic fi as scout to the expedition, the 
following spring. Haying renounced his tribal birth- 
right, he waf5, to all intents and purposes, a white man, 
&itlifully doing his duty, whatever and wherever it 
might be. 
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ruOTIOT or SKXATOB WLLKLNSON AND OTHERS. 

Witli the jrroans of the wounded still deadening oxir 
cars^ and wliiie ihe echoed fthheks of the already dead, 
8^1 reverberale frook bluff to blii£^ and while he still 
lies in wait for our heart's blood, sympathj for the 
**p<>or, wronged red man/' is being roused, in some 
parts of our nation. We love the xa8T — the soil 
which our in&nt feet trod — we love its people and its 
lofly principles of right, but we ignore their argument 
ci the Indians' wronga Our neUMa jpm^^eted j^rokge^ 
instead. 

In diiscussing the removal of the *'^good Jndians^^^ we 
eonfess to a desire to see them turned loose on Boston 
eommon, as Congress was m^<malissed to do by seve- 
ral thousand citizens of Minnesota, Ilad the tragic 
scenes, of winck we have given but a faint outlinei 
been ocMicentiated for €«ie stereoeoopic view, in any 
Eastern city, had their streets been drenched with 
blood, as were our prairies, had fire and ravishment 
come to their homes, as to ours, we think we know the 
New England heart well enough to say, that quite as 
little leniency would have been desired for the pei'pe- 
tratoia, as by u& 

We think the protest against Presidential clemency, 
from Senator Wilkinson and Representatives Aidrich 
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and Windham, worthy of immortal record, and here 
re-produoe it for the beneifit of oiir leaders, yet to be. 

To the President of the United States : 

*^SiR : — We have learned, indirectly, that you intend 
to pardon or reprieve a large majority of the Indians 
in Minnesota, who have been formally condemned for 
their participation in the brutal massacre of our people, 
in the months of August and September last K this 
be your purpose, as representatives from that State, we 
b^ leave, most respectfully, to protest against it, and 
we do so, for the following reasons : 

"Tliese Indians were condemned, most of them, upon 
the testimony of women, whom they had carried into 
captivity, after having murdered their fathers, hus- 
bands and brothers, and who were treated, by these In* 
dians, with a brutality never known before, in this 
country, nor equaled in the practice of the most bar- 
barcKis nations. There were nearly ninety captives, 
who were wives and daughters of our neighbors and 
friends. [This does not include the children.] They 
were intelligent and virtuous women — some of ilieiu 
were wives and mothers — others were young and in- 
teresting girls. 

"These savages, to whom you propose to extend 
your Executive clemency, when the whole country was 
quiet, and the farmers were busily engaged in gather- 
ing their crops, arose with fearful violence, and travel- 
ling from one farm to anotlier, indiscriminately mur- 
dered all the men, boys and little children they came 
to, and although they sometimes spared the lives of 
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die modbm nd daughtm, ibef did so odIj to take 

tlu'in iuto captivity, which was iu^nitely worse than 
deatii. 

^Mr. Prwdent^ let ue idele to you some with 
which we fear you have not heretofore been made ac- 

quiiintcd. 

^'Theiie Indianfli whom (aa we mideistand,) you pro- 
pose to pardon and set free, have mmdered, in cold 

biiKxi, iimuiy or quite one tiiousand of our f>eople, 
ravaged our ^ntier for more than one handled and 
fifty miles north and south, bnmed the houses of die 

settlers, and driven from their homes more than ten 
thousand of oar people. They s^zed and carried into 
captivity move than one hundred wommi and girls, and 
in nearly every instance treated them with the most 
iiendinh brutality. 

^o show you, sir, the enormity of these outrages^ 
we l)c^^ leave to state a few facts, whicli are well known 
to our people, but Iclicacy forbids that we should 
mention the names of the parties to whonvwe refer. 

**In one instance, some ten or twelve of these Indians 
visited the house of a worthy iarmer, who at the time 
was engaged with his sons staging wheat They 
stealthily approached the place where the honest fisuv 
mer was at work, and seizing the opportumty, shot the 
father and two sons at the stack. They then went to 
the house, killed two little children in the presence of 
their in other, who was (^uite ill of consumption, and 
then took the sick mother and a beautiiul little 
daughter, thirteen years of age, into captivity. But 
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ibis is not all, nor is it the ntoet appalliiig feature of 
fliis awfiil tragedy. Its liorror is yet to be revealed 

After removing thpse unliappy prisoners to a lodge 
some two miles away, these fieoids incarsate^ after 
placing a guard over the weary and exhausted moth- 
er, took her little one outside the lodge, removed 
all her clothes, and &ateiied her back on the ground. 
Then they commenced their work of brutality on 
this young girl. One by one they violated her 
person, unmoved by her cries, and unchecked by the 
evident signs of approaching diasolxition. Q^iis woric 
"Was continued until the Heavenly Father relieved her 
from suJftering. They left her dead upon the ground 
This outrage was committed within a few feet of the 
sick and dying mother. 

"There is another instance of a girl wghteen years 
of aga We knew her wdU before and at the time of 
her captura She was as refined and beautiful a girl 
as we had in the Stata None had more or better 
friends ; no one was more worthy of them than shei 
She was taken captiye by these Indians, her arms were 
tied behind her and she was tied fast to the ground 
and ravished by some eight or ten of these oonvicts 
before the coida wm unloosed from her limba The 
girl, fortunately, lived to testify against the wretches 
who had thus violated her. Without being more 
specific, we will state that nearly all ibe women who 
were captured were violated in this way. 
• "Again there was a little boy brought to St Paul 
(whose &ther and mother had been murdered,) whose 
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life was spmd as a wiUkeas of the hoxiid nature of 
tUs mwacira Hisriglit eye was cat completely 00% 

it hail falU'ii from ius s<:>cket and perisVied on iiLs cheek. 
Hia two little Bisters, aged reBpectively blx and four 
yean, were also saved, bat in an awftdly mutilated eon- 
diti<»rL Their tender arms had been mangled with the 
savugi^' knivesi and otherwise fearfully wounded and 
laft on the groond for dead 

"Mr. President, there was no justification or pretext 
even for these brutal itiea We state what we know, 
when we say that the Siooz Agents Mr. Galbiaith, has 
labored fidtblolly and effleientiiy tor the welfive of 
these Indians. The Government, as you know, has 
boilt a hoose and opened a&rm for every one of these 
Indians who wotdd reside upon and cultivate it 
Missionaries have labored zealously among them for 
their spiritual wel&ra There has been paid to them 
yearly the interest upon $2,000,000. Farming imple- 
ments liave been purchased, and fariucrshave been em- 
ployed by the Govermuent to improve and cultiyate 
their lands. 

''Tlierie Indians have been called by some, prisoners 
of war. There was no war about it It was a whole- 
sale robbery^ rape and murder. These Indians were not 
at war with their mordered victims. 

"The i^eopie of Minnesota, Mr. President, have 
stood firm by you and your administration. They 
have given both it and you their cordial support They 
liave not violated law. They have Ijorne these sulier- 
ings with a patience such as but few people ever ex- 
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Iribited tinder such extreme trial These Indians are 
now at their mercy ; but our people have not risen up 
to Blaugliter them, because ^ey beUeyed that thdr 
Ft^sident wopnld deal with them justly. 

^^We are told, Mr. President, that a committee &om 
Pennsylvania) whose fiunilies are. living happily in 

their pleasant homes in that State, have ealled upon 
you and petitioned you to pardon the Indians. We 
have a high respect for the religions sentiment of your 

petitioners ; but we submit tliat is a bad taste, indeed, 
that it is entirely unbecoming them to interfere in 
matters with which they are so little acquainted, 

and which relate entii'ely to the security of our own 
people. 

^^eproiest agam^ 0he paardon of these Indians, he- 
cause, if it is done, the Indians will become more in- 
solent and cruel than they ever were before, believing, 
as Ihey certainly will believe, that their great &ther 

at Washington either justifies their acts or is airaid to 
punish them fox their crimes. 

^' We protest agaimt it, because if the President does 
not permit these executions to take place und^ the 
forms of law, the outraged people of Minnesota will 
dispose of thase wretches without law. These two 

people cannot live together. 

**We do not wish to see mob law inaugurated in 

Minnesota, as it certainly will be, if you force the peo- 
ple to it We tremble at the approach of such a con- 
dition of thinizg in our State. 
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'^Yoa oan give us p^u^e, or you can give us lawlfiBB 
violencia. We pray you, sir, in view of all that we 

have suifered, and of the dituger that still awaits 
ki the law be excuted — justice be dcme ottrpeople,^^ 
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GAUSS OF THS DAKOTA UFSLl&lJiQ. 

Hitherto we have scareelv hinted at the an^.se of the 
slzange and sudden upri;>ing of this }K>werful tribe; 
bot sndi «ffiMst8 have bad tbenr birth in desigiL Mi^ 
Spencer said to the "s^Titer, tkat had he been less a suf- 
ferer while a wu It^ captive in their hands, had n<^ 
his life been daily threatened so thit be had little hope 
of living to trftnsmit the truth to the worid ; in shorty 
had liL- foreseen what he now sees, he might have 
probed the whole matter, and the moving impulse 
would have been made known to him. He heaid 
nodiing dt)m them to confirm the view we here present, 
or by which he would feel justilied in declaring it to 
foe an oiiBhoot of the rebeUi(»L This is, however, a 
synopsis 6«n reliable souices, to wliieh he had no ac- 
cess at the time, and we shall leave the reader to de- 
duce his own conclu.si(ju& 

However deep and long they slumber beneath the 
rubbish of sloth or fear, the fires of disoontenty of 
envy and hate, are ever burning in the savage Ik :trt 
Sooner or later they will biUBt forth in wild volcamo 
throes, when peace treaties are foxgotten, the buried 
tomahawk exhumed, and woe to ihe defenseless victim 
over whr^ head the Bcal ping-knife is flourished In 
every normal savage heart exists a principle of reck- 
less hate towards the whites, which, stimulatcii by real 
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or imaginary wrongs, needs no avalanohe of azgnment 

to stiirt the mi&siles of dealL Like a spark of fire in 
a ina^ay.ipe of powder, the ignition is as sudden, the re- 
aalte as tenibla That the great SiouxraLd of '62 was 
somewhere premeditated, plans intelligently matured 
and admirably arranged for secrecy, is beyond a doubt 
Strategy is the art of savage wadOure, ae^y the guar* 
Katy of sueoess. 

We have seen squads of daring, determined war- 
riors, all over the counties of the north, west, and 
80uth*west| striking a simultaneous Uow on tibe settie- 
ments, desolating an area of four bundled miles in 
extremes, filling the woods and marshes with star^^ed, 
panic-strieken women and children, bestrewing the lair 
prairies with eorpees of men, and desolating tiie fields 
of ripened plenty. No magic pen could portray, no 
naaster pencil paint the horrid, sublimely tragical 
events <^ the hoRorsstrick^ plains. The reaper lying 
dead in Ms swadi, wilJi his sickle in his hand ; cattle 
roaming at large, and bellowing in inquiry of the mid- 
night that has suddenly ikllen upon their noon ; while 
the huge, swollen bodies of others, ware mingling 
their nauseous affluvia with the headless bodies of 
men ; hogri were rooting in the long ringlets, or feeding 
on the £ur cheek of beauty, and dogs going mad frcm 
the same, — in short the tide of desdation was swe^ 
ing over all. 

Some hidden leaven has been at work — fit)m ftu> 
clad Pembina to blood-dyed Seoessia had the lump 
been kavened, till it beoame a rism mass of duplicate 

rebellion. Investigation shows conclusively that Se- 
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ceaaia had sent her emifisaries not only to the Dakotaa, 

but aU other tiibe^s of the north-west — fostering a 
ipirit erf unrest, magiiif)riDg mde-hill grievasiees into 
monntmn realities, — inciting the barbarous war-spirit 
dormant in their hearts, and infusing a death-dealing 
fury wherever the war-king should stride. The hope 
of a sayage menace to Ae frontier, inyolved the one 
that the north-western troops, everywhere noted for 
their valor, would be retained and recalled from the 
national field to subdue a savage £3a Hence they 
prated of wrongs, and encouraged a hope of a ru pos- 
session of garden Minnesota, glittering in wealth and 
happy in the quiet of well-earned h(»ne& That the 
task was no difficult one, the double suljtlety of rebel- 
lion taught) for it assured them that all the %hting 
powers were engaged with a southern foe. Thus 
the whole gear was in complete running order, before 
the war horse was bid to move. 

It has been conclusively proven, that ronners, ever 
after the great rubellion began, were going back and 
forth among the various tribes, and particularly to 
effect their object with the Minominees, ^ho utteily re- 
fused complicity. God was on the throne of h^ven, 
and thwarted much of the base design. 

in one of their grand eouncils, convened in Wiseon- 
sin, for the purpose of discussing the war Iheme, it was 
emphatically stated, on the authority of a head chie^ 
that all the western tribes were going to join the Souths 
and that there would be a genenl upEiBing among the 
Indians, in the summer, 1862. 
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Than k no doiibi but tiie Chippewas did senoodf 

contetn plate an ulluince with the Sioux, at one time, 
but btMnir ( 1 i^couuleuaiicedf bj the prudent foresight of i 
MOW oi Xhmr 0wu niimber, it was timriy nipped in the 
bud, by the wise policy of Gov. Ramsey. I 

A Lieut Colonel, in Ashby's rebel cavalry, wrote 
firom yiigim% under d«te of Aug. 20, 1802, to his 
brother-in-law, of Columbus, Wisconsin, advising him, 
aiul ilelliiiiii/ ways and means for so doing, to haste to 
the Gonledentle linee for safety. But if he &iled m 
this, to seek an asyhmi in Illinois, giving, as a reason 
iur the warning, "a geneml uprising of all the Indian 
tribes in the north-west, about the first of September." 
Even tiben it had oommenced, but the Divine hand had 
held in cheek all but the wrathful Sioux, and Little 
Crow had dared to attempt what some of the nations 
of Europe dare not risk. 

What fearful guilt rests upon the murder plotters — 
the proxy desolatsrs of the &ir land and domestic 
peace, for IshaX secession is die root and base of the 
wifle-spread ruin, we tliuik the evidence admits scarce 
a doubt, but so secretly, so adroitly manoeuvered, that 
soaieely oan the horns of the beast be seeai, pushing | 
this way an«l that^ like the one of which the prophet 
q)eaka, and like it, destined to a linal overthrow. The 
enormity and magnitude of the desolation, can be some- 
wliuL comprehended, by the figures on which we rely 
for data. 

It wiU be xeooUected diat 80,0(X) peiBoiis were aotoal 

Bufierers, in flight, loss of property, and loss of Iiie. 
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Two thousand, nine hundred and forty persons claiined 
ledreas from Goyemment^ for the loss of their earthlj 
all. Tlie tuUil amount of claims for losses sustained 
hj the above, is $2,600,000. For the disbm'sement of 
these daims, the annuities, which are forever forfeited, 
are appropriated, an arrangement, than which none 
could be more just or equitable. 

May God jet make the wrath of these Siouit to 
praise him, and so ovOTule all these trying events, as 
to result in both individual and national good, tempo- 
rally, spiritually and eternally. 
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FRXPABAnOKB FOB THE J&XKCUTIOK OF THE COlir- 

DBMNSD INDIAKa 

Ab iooD is the Praodent's oider, postponing the day 
of execmtion^ trom ike 19ib to the 26th Dea, was re- 
ceived, the military authorities at Mankato commenced 
prepaiationB for the executioiL The gallows, twenty- 
four feet square^ so arranged as to affind room for the 
hanging of ten, on each side, was erected on the levee, 
opposite the ''winter quarters" of the condemn ed. The 
people felt that j ustice was hemg defintuded of its dueSy 

and tliat the gallows niiglit liave been of more extend- 
ed capacity, had the President been less squeanaifih. 

On Monday, the 22d of December, the condemned ' 
})risoners were separated from the "suspended" ones, 
and removed to a strong stone boiiding, where every 
precaution was taken to secure their safe keeping ^m 
the hands of violence, which was feared fixim excited, 
misguided, but mjured men. 

On the afternoon of the same day, CoL Miller, the 
officer in command, through his interpreter, Bev. Mr. 
Eiggs, announcetl to the prisoners, the decision of their 
^KSxeat Father" at Washington, in these words : 

^«Tell these thirty-nine* condemned men, that the 

*The death sentenee of one of thii number w&h afterword suspended. 
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oommanding o&ggi of this place has called to apeak to 
them upon a rery serious subject, tiiis aftemoou. 

'*Tlieir Great Father at WasMngton, after carefully 
readiag what the witaesses testiiied in their several 
trials, has come to the conclusion, that they have eaeh 
been guilty of ^vantonly and wickedly murdering liis 
white clnldreo. And for this reason, he has diiected 
tiiat each be hanged by the neck jontil they are dead, 
on next Friday. That order will be carried into effect 
on that day, at ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

**Tbat good ministers are here, both Ca4iholic and 
Profceetant, ftom amongst whom each one can select a 
apmtual adviser, who will be permitted to commune 
ivith them oonstantly, during the four days that ihey 
are to live. 

"That I will now cause to be read the letter from 
their Qieat Father at Washington, first in English, and 
then in tiieir own language." (The President's order 
was now read.) 

^^Say to th^ now, that they hare so sinned against 
their fellow meo, tiiat iiiere is no hope for dmenoy^ 
except in the mercy of G od, through the merits of the 
blessed Eedeemer ; and that I earnestly exhort them to 
apply to that as their only remaining source of comfiMrt 
a J id consolation." 

The prisoners received their sentence very coolly, 
some smoking their pipes, c<mipofledly, during the ad- 
dress ; and on- , a^jparently more hardened tiian his fel- 
lows, when the time for execution was designated, qui- 
etly kaooked. the ashes from his pipe^ and re-fiUed it; 
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wbik aooliier bIowIj rubbed a imudlol of kinnekipTiick, 
prepantoiry to m good smcdce. 

The preierence of clergymen being signified, the Col- 
onel and h|)txitaU>r8 withdrew, leaving them in consult- 
ilion with those aeieded 

During the four days which intOTvened, the 
sentence was to be executed, nearly all bad made con- 
fiBssion of their guilty to their sphtoal advisers, bat felt 
h ^ shame" for them to snffisr the penalty of iheir 
cnraes, while others, equally guilty, went xmhiin^ 
Their oonftssioiis, made to and writfe^ out by Bev. Hr. 
Kiggs, were generally done in a cod, trutfaftil manner, 
though with some exceptions, and these were checked 
by the others, and tc^d that they were aU dead men, 
and that there was no reason why they should depart 
I'rorn the trutk They dictated letters to their families 
or ihends, expressing the hope that they would join 
Ihem in the world of the Good Spirit 

On Tuesday evening, they extemporized a dance, 
with a wild Indian song. It was feared this was a pre- 
lude to something else which th^ mig^t attempt, so 
their chains were thereafter fiist^aed to tiie floor. Mr. 
liiggs says it was probably their death song which th^ 
•ang. Those who had ftiends in tiie main prison weie 
allowed to receive a visit from them, and then they 
parted, to meet no more till in the spirit world. .These 
partings, with the messages conveyed to absent wives 
and ehikben, were sad and aflEeoting, and many teais 
were shed. Oood counsel was invariably sent to their 
children,and ia many cases they were exhorted tos 
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life of CimetiBaitjf and good feeling towaid tho 

whitesL 

Semnl of priacHiea were eompletety' overoome 
during tbis leaye-taking, so Aat they weve obliged to 
suspend coQY^raatioiL Ouiers laughed and joked, uu- 
noved and upconcemed as if tbey had been Bitting 
aioimdacanipfifeanokiiig thdr pipea Oneiaidlie 
was old, and even thougli iiiit;Mndeinned, he could not 
have hoped to live long, and that he was dying inno- 
eeni of wbite maa's blood, and he hoped thmby his 
chances would be better lo be saved — laat ue had every 
hope of going 'direct to the abode of the Great Spint^ 
vktte he would be always happy.'' 

As the last remark reached the ears of another, is ho 
was ai^ speaking with his friends^ he said, '*Ye% 
tell our friends that we axe being lemoyed feom this 
world over the same path they miist shcHtly trayeL 
We go first, but many of our &iends will follow us in 
A Tory shoit tfaED& I expeel to go diieet to the abode 
^ tlM> Qieat S|]irit^ and tobelu^jipywiie&Igetiheve; 
but we are told that the road is long and the distance 
gmt| theiefexe^ as I am slow in all my moyements, it 
will ptobably tako me a long time to mcfa the end of 
my jonmey, and I should not be surpmed if some 
of the young aetiro men we will leave behind ns, will 
pssB me on thevoad befim I leaeh my destinskion." 

In ftliaking hands with Red Iron and another Indian, 
this same man said, '^friends, last summer you were 
of^Msed to mi Yon woe Imng in oontinttal appro* 
hension of an attack from those who were deiennined 

M 
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to extermiBate ihe -wMtes. Y<m and your fimuIieB 

were subject to many insults, taunts and threats. Still 
you stood finn in your fnendship fi>r the whites, and 
oontinnally oonnselled ibe Inctians to abandon their 
raid against tliein. Your course was condemned at 
the tmie, but now we see your wisdom. You were 
right when yon aaid Ihe whites oonld not be extemni- 
nated, and the attempt indicated folly. You and your 
£eunilies were prisoners, and the lives of all in dan- 
ger. To-day yon are at liberty, aasisting in feeding 
mi gnarding us, and we shall die in two days because 
we did not follow your advice," 

The night before the exeeutionf OoL Miller leoeiyed 
an order from the President, postponing the exeouticm 
of Ta-ti-mi-ma, the Sioux name for David Faribault, a 
half-breed, and a former pupil of the writer. He was 
oonvicted for murder, and the captoie of women and 
children ; but there were strong doubts amonsr those 
best acquainted with, the subject^ of his guilt of mur- 
der, and this belirf was daily strengQiened by new 
evidence, liencc ihe respite.* 

The last night allotted them on earth, they smoked 
and chatted, or slept as unconoemed as usual, and 
seemed scarcely to reflect on the certain doom awaiting 
them. "As we gazed on them,'' says one who visited 
the prison at a late hour that night, ^Hhe recollections 
of how short a tbne since they had been engaged in 
the diabolical work of murdering indiscriminately both 
old and young, sparing neithwsex nor 

*HehasBiiioe been unooudition&Uy pardoned* 
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a Ihrin of horror through onr veins. Now they are 
perfectly hanniess and look as innocent as children. 
They smile at your entiance and hold out l^eir hands 
to be ahaken, which appear to be yet gory with ihe 
blood of babes. Oh I treachery, thj name is Dakota 
The Catholic priest spent the entire night with Uiem, 
eodeayoiing to impreai upon lliein a serioos yiew of 
their condition, and before murning dawned, his 
effisrts were rewarded by the priyilege of baptising 
aeveral, who also partook of die c(»iinninion of that 
church, before leaviiicr the world. They wished their 
friends to know how cheerfully and happily they met 
dieirfiite, devoid of all £wr or diead. 



Digrtized by Google 



CHAPTER LIV. 



THE BXECUTIOK. 

The sprntual adyiam of the oondemned ladiami 

were all with them, early on the morning of the 26th 
December, and were now listened to with marked at^ 
taition. They had gaily painted their &oe8» as if for 
grand (li8j)lay in the becrsring dance, and, frequently, 
their small pocket mirror waa brought before the face, 
to see if th ey still letained the proper modicum of paint 
They shook hands with the officers, bidding each a 
cheerful good bye, as if gomg oa an ordinary journey. 
Then they chanted their monotonousi but very exci- 
iiog death song. 

The irons being knocked olT, one by one, their arms 
were pinioned with small cords, and the wrists fastened 
in front) leaving the hands frea Songs and conyeisa- 
tion gave a cheerful appearance to the scene, while 
they moved around, shaking hands with each other, 
the soldiers and reporters bidding the firequent "good 
bye." This over, they arranged themselves in a row, 
and again sang the death song, atter which they sat 
down for a last general smoke. 

Faiiicr Ravoiix, the CatlioHc piiest, now addressed 
them, and then knelt in prayer, some of them respond- 
ing, while they were even affected to teaia The long 
white caps, made iiom cluth, which had formed part of 
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the spoiia taken fix>m mturdered traders, were placed 
upon their headS) leaving their painted &oeB still Tiffl.« 
hie. Their repngnance to this was verj evident 
Shame covered their hces, and they were humiliated 
tij it^ as ehains and cords could not da The singing 
ceased, and there was little smoking or talking now. 
The three half-breeds seemed most aJS'ected, and their 
sad countenances were pitiable to belndd 

Crouched on die floor, Aey all awaited dieir doom, 
till precii^ely ten o*clock, when they were marched in 
procession, through a ^ of soldien to the scaffold^ 
crowding and joshing each otibier to get ahead, as a k»t 
of hungry boarders rush to the dinner table in a hotel. 
At the sca^old thej were deliyered to the of^o&[ of th» 
day, Capt Burt 

As they commenced their ascent to the gallows, the 
air was made hideous by the repetitLon of their death 
song. It was a moment of most intense suspense— 
every breath in that iinuicuso thronsr seemed suspended, 
when one of the baser sort improvised an exhibition 
of his contempt of deatib, and the looken on, in the 
most vile and indecent manner, acoompanied by foul 
impromptu song, insulting to the spectators, and such 
only as the vilest could conceiye or execute — a mock- 
ery to the triumph of that justice whose sword was 
suspended by a hair u\^er his sniilty head One young 
fellow smoked a cigar after the cap was drawn oy^ 
his fiKse, he managing to keep his moulli uncovered 
Another smoked a pipe till the noose was adjusted 
over his neck. 
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The general aspect oi the scene was intensely solemiii 
though there were many little ineidents which, under 
other circumstaiioeB, would have been ludierons in 

the extrt*iiie. Thirty-eight men awaiting the moment 
when one blow would launch Uiem into et^mity i Did 
dyilijsdd world ever look upon the like beftm? All 

W'Lu lutjkcd, ;ip}»ro\ L'd the sentence, and would, liad it 
been ten times as large. 

The flilenoe was awfully intense — thm came ihree^ 
bIuw, in<\L^urrd and di.stinct beats on the drum, by the 
signal uliitcr, Major J. K Brown, when each of the 
eondemned olasped hands with his next neighbor, 
which remained in firm grasp till taken down, and 
then the rope wik> cut by Mr. Dooley, wiio, with his 
ftmily, were among the Lake Shetak sufferera 

One loud and prolmiged cheer went up as the plat* 
lurm fell, and then all relapsed into silent gaze at the 
thirty-seven bodies which hung dangling in the air. 
One rope had brok^ and the body it held was upon 
the ground. This incident created a nervous horror m 
the vast assemblage and complete satis&ction to the 
morbid curiosity which led them to be eye witnesses 
to such a spectacle. Though there was no sign of life 
remaining, the body was again suspended. There 
seemed to be but little suffering — the necks of nearly 
all were dislocated by the fell, and in just twenty 
minutes, life was declared extinct 

The bodies were placed in four anny wagons^ and . 
with Company K, under Lieutenant Colonel Mansiha]};' 
of the Seventh, for a burial party, were deposited in 
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tibe one gnre, prepared fiar ifaflm, on tibe sand but; 

nearlj ir-jn: of i^- i*^7r:_ 

The other condemned TiMiiAiiR were chained ia their 
qruutoSy that they might not witneaB the ezecatiany 
and when the death song of their associates in crime 
mi upon their ears, thej crouched ihemselTes down, 
iri& lhar HamkelB over their headsi and kepi per- 
ftoiflSeiiee. seaning to fed all the hcmn of Aeir 
situation, and ihat a Ik:- rembtuion to them was not 
loD^ to bedaUyed. AUday they were nuich deeded. 

The dispoeilioii of the milHaiy fane, amoontbig 
to 1,419 men, as also the entire arrangements for the 
exeCTtiop, woe most perfect and ecMnplete. Great 
credit is due CA Idler for iewimg and carrying out 
m gacoessfullj his well directed plans, and for pre- 
aerving the qoiet^ oider and dififiiplinft which, diatin- 
gniahedthe day. 
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THE CONDEMNED. 

During the winter, iSnom whose desdi sentence had 

been postponed, continued to receive spiritual advice^, 
as before the executioa 
Those who, fit>m dail j mteroooise widi them, wero 

best prepared to judge, felt tliut the Spirit of God e^ime 
into that jail of guilty ones, for whom Christ died, 
with mighty and oonTincing power, — that daricened 
ninlcrstandiiiLzs were opened to receive the truth, and 
hearts, all stained and blackened by crime, were re- 
generated by His blood Others hardened themselYeB 
against the ti'uth, and would none of "the reproolk of 
the Spirit'' 

As a fruit of the change, one hundred and fifly be^ 

came ecu ucst scholars, and soon learned to read the 
Bible and Hymn Book, in which they took great de- 
light, and often hiAd rdigiouft service among them- 
selves. Whether, indeed, these were true converts to 
the christian faith, we leave it for a religious world to 
judge, and the day of final account to decide; But 
this we do know, that they were never in so favorable 
circumstances for tliought and for the mind to receive 
lasting impres8ion& Their roving, unsettled life has 
been the greatest drawback with which the Missionary 
has to contend. They would not stop to UiiriJc. !Now 
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ihej had no other employ, and the time for instructing 
ikem was well improyed by those who had long 
sought tiieh* souls' good. If 'KlShrist died for the chief 
of sinners" surely he died for them, and great sinners, 
with enlightened oonsd^ces, hare been pardoned 

Dining the winter, several deathsoocniredinthe jail, 
go that when those whose sentence wds suspended, 
were removed to Davenport, Iowa, they numbered but 
two hundred asid sixty-thiee men, with whrai went 
sixteen women for cooks and laundresses. The 
quarters there provided for them was an immense 
prison pen' of boaids, indoaing four large shanties 
clustered in the center. 

A decided improvement is noticed by those who 
visited ^bem Aere^ and he&xe they Ic^ the Stata 
Instead of dorang and idling away their time, as was 
their wont, they were often seen reading, writing or 
solving the first lessons on the slate. Habits of indus- 
try, too, werefonned; it may be beoaose compelled to do 
so, but cheerfully they set about cleaning camp, digging 
wells, or whatever work assigned them. Thus are we 
led to oondnde that a transforming power has been at 
work, and thoui^h those who, when they visited iliem, 
and looked, tor the ^t Ume, upon an Indian, went 
away disgusted, it signed not thai a decided changa 
for ike better had not taken place. 

Mt 
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TH£ WIKN&BAQO£S D£CLAB£ WAB WITH TH£ SIOUX 

An Iiidiaiij a savage, untamed, tmchristianizcd In- 
diiUi, \m he SioUf Chippewa or Winnebago^ ia cm In- 
dum, whererer you find hinu They delight in erael 

iieedii, and arc ruuiij to join any tribe with whom thej 
Are at peace, in war against a weaker party. 

At the commeneement of the oatbreak, the Winne- 
biigoc^s, nut iL^ II tril^e or band, but many individuals 
distinguished themfieives with their allies for bravely 
and daring, entering as vigorously into the battles as 
the aL'Lrressors themselves. JJut the tables are turned. 
The &OUX are driven away, aud now war is declared 
upon them by the Winnebagoes, and more to curry &voir 
witli the victorious whit-es, than for any other eause, 
probably hoping the removal of their families deferred, 
while the men take the ^Svar-path" against their ene- 
mies. Certain it is, that some other motiye than pre- 
tense of friendship lor the whites, has instigated so 
small a tribe as the Winnebagoes to take up arms 
agunst so powerful a nation as their Sioux neighbors, 
with whom they have heretofore been on friendly 
termsL 

The scouting Sioux, left behind, are hunted out, and 

no opportunity tor a good shot is allowed to pass un- 
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improved* InsteDoes oocuired, where as brutal, bar- 
banms treatumt was given the Sioux, by these ene- 
mies, as they were ever guilty of tow ards the whites. 
The lj >dies of their victims would be mutLLated, hearts 
would be torn out, laz^ge kniyeB run through their cen- 
tre, and then hung upon poles. 

A scalp dauce was even improvised in the sUeete of 
Mankato, in which all the warriois, squaws and chil- 
dren, joined One young Winnebago brave paraded 
the main street, with the tongue of a Sioux warnor, 
recently murdered, apparently torn from his mouth, 
and swollen very thick, stopping, as occasion occurred, 
to gratify the morbid curiosity of passers-by. 

The Indian, whose tongue had given such mortal 
offense, had a wife of their own tribe, with whom he 
had lived, during the winter, among her own people. 
Hearing of the murder of two of his own people, by 
them, his Sioux blood was aroused, and he declared 
his intention of imparting the information to the tribe ; 
<mly his wife knew of his design, when he left, but he 
was overtaken and murdered before he left the reserva- 
tion, hence the exhibition we have seen. 

But not serious or of long contmuance were the fron- 
tier troubles with these two tribesL One iBed beyond 
the reach of harm for the winter, and it was onlv with 
skulking parties that they could deal, while they re- 
mained. The return of spring brought a changa The 
Winnebagoes no longer held their Eeservation in the 
very Eden of the Minnesota Valley. Far up the Mis- 
sonri river, their home is now where they could ''wonj 
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and dcnrour each other," with less molestation than be- 
fore, wiLs it not for the vigilant care of the Agenis and 
tiba mtofafdl Qjt of Qorenunaat 
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AH ALABX. 

During the winter of 1862—3, comparative quiet wm 
upon the borden and timnigfaout the Stala Militaiy 
feices were stetkmed all along the fixnitier, to protect 

the most ex]x>sed portion^ and preveni f unher incTir- 
sions. Marauding partieB of savages lurked in the Big 
Woods, and, as often as opportmdtf oSefed, mmdered 
those in the most de^Kipulated di5tricti». ?tole the horses, 
and committed vaiious depredaitionfi^ in the mote dis- 
tant settlementaL 

' As winter advanced into spring, they became still 
more daring, and horse diieving more genei*aL Little 
Crow had sent thieving parties all over the Stated and 
Aings again assumed an alarming aspect, though bj no 
means so formidable as before. 

CoL Miller^ still at Mankato, was eazl j awakened, 
one morning, to lead and act upon the following alaim* 
ing dispatch : 

MxDinA. Aprfl 17, laei. 

OoL. flMJHjm Mnias: 

UauL Qmz — ^This motaiiig; at two ifekxk, two wm from • d»- 
t^ed pO0^ on th« ioulli bend of the Walomraa,TC|iotied hon, with 
Ihe iiifbrnudioii tint the eettlement w«a etteeked jeeterdsy moniiiig^ 
1^ e large perly of In^eoe, eathneled hy the lieatonaiit ia oom- 
mend, et not laee than fifty. We hs?e but one maa kffled and three 
'Wounded, and one boj, Wo years of age, was killed. The fndi a ne 
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hftve taken ail the horsea they could get hold of — one belonging to 
Govemment. Lieutenant Hardy writes, that bo thinks the Indiang 
will renew the attack this moralDg'. J iball start re-enforcemeota Afc 
four o^dodky and send for the wounded. We will need a snigMo to 
attend tp the mMmded, alao a foroe of cavalry, with which to pumw 
the Ih^Qana. Your oVt eeryaiitk 

T. 0. Hall, 
O^il Ca S, nh Beg't Yolmteera. 

The setiliQmeiit attacked, after this long quiets was 

distant, to the sonth-west of Medalia, alxmt twenty 
miles, and fix)m Mankato forty-eight miles. A detach- 
m^t of .twen1y-(Hie &am Company £, of the 
Seventh Eegiment, nnder Lieut Hardy, was engaged 
in building a stockade, which was unfinished when the 
attack was made; This was at dawn, on the mom of 
ihe 16th of April 

As BOOH as the alarm was given, messengers were 
sent to eoUeot the settlers in the stockade, and the 

force was deployed so as to cover tlicir flight m 
well as possible. One woman, Mrs. Targerson, was 
wounded in the thigh, before she left her house, where 
one man was killed^ and another sevmly woimded 
with arrowa The wounded man grappled with the 
foremost Indian, broke two arrows, grasped his gun, 
and fired at ihezn, when they fled Mrs. T.*s wounds 
rettirded her running, so that the Indians soou overtook 
her, when they beat her over the head, in a most cruel 
manner, with the butts of their guns. This act was 
seen by some soldiers, wlio started Tor licr relief, when 
the Indians fled, and she reached the stockade, without 
further molestation. 
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The Indians appeared to be well aimed, bnt had no 

horsea except Ts hat tliey stole in that neisrhborlicxxL 
Tkey also drove o^' cattle belonging to tlic settlement 

Ab aoon as oiders ooiild be given, one oom|^ j of 
caTalry and two of infantry, under command of Lieut 
CoL Marshall, were on the way to the theatre of dan- 
ger, and zeached Medaha, the same nighti from whence^ 
4ie following nioimng, they prooeeded, meeting die 
wounded party, in charge of Lieut lLu\ly, tor wiiom. 
he was eeeking a place of more safety and comfiurt 

Upon die leceipt of the same inlelligenoe at Fort 
Ridgley, Lieut Col. Pfender. commanding there, start- 
ed a cavalry company, of *My well arn^d men, to 
mite with C6L Marahairs command Thisswelled the 
txiv Lill y to one hundred, which, with seven* ^ u.iuis, 
with forage and aiiimunitioni startetl. on Sunday morn- 
ing the 19th of April, in pnisoit of the Indians. The 
infantry compauies were left at Medalia and the stock- 
ade, deeming a ^raig force essential to guard against 
another attack. 

The companies in charge of OoL Manihidl, scoured 
the country as far as Lake Shetak, and, though often 
finding traces of where they had camped, bmt a day or 
two previona, they were always a little in advanca and 
the men returned to head-quarters, without having seen 
an Indian. 
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CUAPTER LVIU. 
BSHOTAL OF THE *^QOOD IKDIAKS**^ 

Dahog tbeeeflionof GongreaB, in the winter oi 1868| 
a new raw n rft tiop was a| >] r priated in the yidnity of 

Fort liaiidiill, in Dakota Territory, instead of Boston 
Common, for iheoocapanoj of the guiiUess ones, taken 
in diaige at damp Beleaae, in September, 1862. 

All winter, we had seen their Tiniiivitinc camp, the 
curUiig fimoke from the top of their tepees, and their 
filthy or gaily painted &ceB peeping fixxn *neath the 
folds of their blankets, on the flat, at Fort Snelling, 
where the waters of the Minnesota and Mifisisaippi 
meet 

Just before their departnie, a cargo of several hun- 
dred oontrabands was landed and encamped near the 
same spot It was a novel sight, and qniteamnaing to 
the beholder, to see them, open their eyes in wild 

amaoemeut, as each party gazed at the other, in mutual 
seeming wonder. The blacks had thought that no 
mortals were as degraded as themselves, bat had found 

themselves outdone. The Indians had thought them- 
selves the blackest of the human race, but now looked 
upon those of a deeper dye. And so they looked, and 
gazed, and talked, the few days they were privileged 
to remain as neighbors. 
But the steamer has ''rounded too^" to convey away 
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LTvin our sights those government pet& Lodges are 
struck and packed with all their worldly goods, and 
with a stzap paanng loiiiid ^ fix^^iead, atang over the 
backs of the squaws, as they move into Ihdr, ftr Ae 
pies^ti mo\TBg quanera^ 

In militaiy oxder, the bands were niaidi6d<m boa^ 
tiie celebrated chid^ Wabaahaw, taking the lead, and 
coiiii:e'i and tallied to see that none were missing. 
Tbej were fc^owed by the bands <^ Good Boad, Wa- 
eonta, Panmg HaO^ and Bed fHie greater por^ 

lion of these were women and children. Manv of the 
trost'WorthT Indiaas remained lor fioouts in QesL Sib- 
ley's expedition, their fiynihes encamped on the pndrie^ 
in rear of the fort and verj properly provided for at 
public expense, and gnarded, day and nighty by anned 
men. In this company of some fifteen or twenty 
tepees, were some qtnte intelligent and co l tivated wo- 
men. Though most of them retained their native cos- 
tome^ some woie dresses and crindinei like iHiite wo* 
men. One was pointed out to ns as a teacher, acting 
in that capacity to the juveniles of the encampment 
Industry in the domestic department prevailed, and we 
were struck with the evidences of imjnovemeiit in per> 
sonal cleanliness. But we digress. 

To their shame be it said, that when the boat having 
the "good Indians" oa board, landed at St Paul, a 
crowd of soldiers, led on bv one who had been wound- 
ed at Birch Coolie, conmieneed throwing stones and 
other missiles into the crowd of Indians on the boal^ 
which it' was impossible ibr Asm to avoid^as wera 
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80 closely packe<l on the lx)iler deck. Several squaws 
were iut upon Uie head, and quite severely injured. 
A tlumt by thecomnuuiding offioeri who had their re- 
moral in charge, to charge bayonets on the offending 
cn>wd| soon ili^persed them, and no further disturbance 
oociurrod. Saeh a gfoss outrage was strongly condemn* 
ed by all good eitiarasy thongh ihey might have no 
fond partiality for the Indians. These were not the 
actual murdmis, and hence no apology for sach an 
let, than wUcdi nothing could have beenmcm wantoa 

While the boat '4ay to," many of the Indiana 
were ^gng<vi in prayer and singing, iu which last ex- 
ercise ihey took great delighti but whether with devout 
hearts, it is not ours to say. 

i^'roni iiaunibal^ Missouri, these Indians were taken, 
by can, to St Joseph, and again embarked on the Mis- 
aouri, for their new Beservation. 

The new Winnebago Reservation is contiguous to 
the above, divided only by a small creek. Here, under 
the supervision of CSoL Thompson, the Agent, they 
soon began to tlirive, even in a desolated region, with 
scarcely a sign of cultivation. 

^^e Gok>nerB improvements," says one who writes 
from tlicre so early 'ds July 15, "are certainly a striking 
and cheering sight In the loreground was a small 
camp of soldiers; to the rights a steam saw-mill, in fall 
operation ; to the left, a large, two story frame house, in 
course of erection ; wlule temporary buildings and tents 
were scattered around, occupied by the workmen ; and 
piomtnent in tibe centre, a tempcmiy breastwork, con- 



Digrtized by Google 



iiAKUlA WAH WHOOP. 



structed of supplies, brought for the workmen aad for 
the Indianfl, in the oentze of which stood a temporary 
building, used as an office and kitehen, the latter de- 
partment presided over hj ' Bill," a darkey from St 
Xiouis. 

'*Tbe Colonel was poshing on the work, supenn- 

• tending everything himsel£ Buildintr- ru e rising as 
if by magic, and by autunm, if nothing untoward 
tmuqpaiefl^ a model ikgeacy will be neariy completed. 
1^ is l»ki oat fyar hundred feet sqnare, to be enclosed 
by a stockade lilteen ieet high, inside of which all the 
bnildii^ of both Agencies^ will be located. It will 
be more impregnable to Indian attacks than any I 
have ever seen. 

''He is also making preparations for the erecti<m of 
fi%r honses for the Indians, to be finished before win- 
ter. For the short time the work lias been in pro- 
gress (only about six weeks,) it is astonishing that so 
much coold be aooomplished, and no one but a western 
man would believe it if told the amount of work that 
has been done. Several of the buildings are finished 
and occapied. The saw mill is taming oat himber 
and shingles daOy. The Indians are killing both 
deer and buiialo only a few miles away." 

A company of captive Sioux from White Lodge's 
band were sometbne confined at Fort BandaD ; with 
them was a man sent there by CoL Thompsou ibr cut- 
ting and abasing his wife, who afterward hang herself 
in retaliation of the abasa He made bis way to the 
Agency, and was informed on by an Indian, and again 
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BGUi bmk to pm(»L Two weeks late:* he was ffY&k 
orer to llie Indiaim^ as tba cdteoae was agabiBt one of 

their own people, when a council was called and re- 
sulted in a decision ibr death. The uncle of his in- 
injurad wife was appointed his ezecaticHier. The 
prisoner, unaware of has fkte, went forth to the execu- 
tion, of which he was lui'ormed on the waj. He was 
oool and ooUected, and erinoed no alaroL His hands 
were nnbonnd, and in the brief interim be t w e e n 
the arrival at the ground and the fatal shot iie bouuded 
upon his executioner and stabbed him tfarioe before he 
oonld be interfered with. fHirowing away his knifed 
he expressed a readiness to die, and calmly waited till 
the son of the man he had stabbed was s^t for to 
shoot him, aocording to the custom Aat the nearest 
kill must avenge the death. The boy came, but had 
not the courage to do the deed, when an Indian £nom 
the crowd rolnnteered to do it for him. 
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HORSE STEALING. 

As the season adyaneed, hone stealing became llie 

Older of the day, or rather the business of the night 
Jmagmari/ Indians were often real ones occasion- 
ally, and tben perhaps, as they were just moonting the 
favuiitc horse of the owner, and leadino^ another, 
would gallop off so rapkUj that if a shot were ^ed, 
it would be without effect 

On the n^ht of the 7th of June, a span of horses 
was stolen from a stable near Silver Creek, in Wright 
eonntj* The following morning a party started to 
track the thieves, and if white or red men, regain their 
property. The trail led througli many difticiilt wind- 
iskgp in marsh and timber, giving the assurance that 
Indians were really ihe thieves. All day they wan^ 
dered thus, when at night fall they saw the objects of 
their poisuiti not forty rods in front Where was 
ihsir courage now? where their defeennination to re- 
gain tlioir stolen property ? In less time than I am 
writing it, their horses' heads were wheeled, not so 
soon, however, but they heard the riiaip crack of a 
cap and saw the emitted light Indians and horses 
were lefl in the rear at a quick paca Such was the 
dread which everywhere prerailsd at the sight of one 
Bia name even, had become a tenor, and frightened 
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men into leaving, sooner than by it the TolKcksome 

pranks of boyhood were fiightened into quiet After 
investigation proved that the pursued had skedaddled 
with quite as much haste as the pursuers, leaving two 
packs of useful and indispensable articles on the 
ground, and many other things were scattered around, 
which nothing but fright and a desire for flight would 
have prevented thuir taking. 

Emboldened by success and the probable knowledge 
of the fear their presence created, this increased gang 
of stealing, murdering desperadoes were encroaching 
further and still ^irther into the settlements, threaten- 
ing to overrun every part of the Stata 

A young man was found murdered in Kne county, 
under circumstances to incite suspicion against another, 
with whom he was in company. Koihing being known 
of the whereabouts of the latter, it was supposed he 
had made for parts unknown ; and as the former was 
robbed of all valuables about his person, that he had 
appropriated it to his own personal use. 

The body of the murdered man bore unmistakable 
evidence of severe treatment, with both club and 
knife. After evidence developed the &ct that Indians 
were Ms murderers, and that the suspected one escaped 
only to share a like fata What a theatre for tragic 
events had the State become 1 Everywhere the blood 
of human beings drenched lihe soil — everywhere de- 
cayed bodies were found — eveiywhere these nightly 
depredations were going on. 

On the 14Al of Hay, a man was killed near New 
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Ulm, and four horaes wiih wldch he was plowing, 
made off with, arid this, where one or two corapanies 
of troops were statioDetL bo sly and so hasty are 
their moyements that they come, do whaterer thej 
list, and are gone, ere any are aware of their presence. 
An order embodying a bounty of twenty -live doUaiSi 
which was afterwazd incireased to two hundred^ was 
iflsoed by the Adjutant General every Sioux scalp, 
and otherwise high inducements offered volunteers, to 
scour the Big Woods, search out the liou in his lair 
and lay the trophy of th^ achieranents at the feet of 
the Historical Society — a reUc of the unparalleled 
tragedies to which our State has been subjected. 
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CHAPTER LX 
HUEDKB OF TH8 DTTSTIK FAVILY. 

Hemiepin oofOBty, west of the Mimaaippit and nordi 
of the Ifinneiolm riTers, and lying on both, \a one of 
the bcist populated in the State. Nearly every quarter 
MotioQ is ooeapiad and m^mved by industrious and 
Anviiig fiurmen. 

MinneapoliR. the county seat of this county, is loca- 
ted on the west side of the Falls of St Anthony, hav- 
ing a population of five or six thousand Within six 
miles of this place the Indians came, bold in the exe- 
cution of evil designs, jet cat-like in the manner. 
Tis ever so; they axe always where least expected 
When their presence excited no altmn, — when a score 
oi Indians was seen to every white man, many a time 
has the writer been startled &om a leverie by a slight 
rusde at her side, or a heavy breathing, to find herself 
in the presence of a great stalwart Indian. Once, 
in coming down Third street^ in St Paul, though 
grass-grown Aerij never dreaming of human presence, 
a sound somewhat like a high prc ssui e steam engine 
on a Mississippi sand bar in low water, came to my 
ear, distant therefix)m only the thickness of my bon- 
net, and half turning my head, I encountered a mon- 
ster Indian, with .gaily painted face, evidently de- 
lighted with my embarrassment, or his snggestiYe wit^ 
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ibm to eidiibit himaelf for approval, though ''new a 

word lie spoke," but with the usual grunt passed vii. 
This quality, be it what it may, is wondert'uUy ad- 
vantageous to ihem in carrying oat their present evil 
duvices ; and though to those far away, and unac- 
quainted with their character and habits, it may seem 
strange that they should come and go and none be 
aware of theur presence till the ''firuit of their doings" 
is seen. Were it not so, an Indian would have iobt 
his native character; in short| would ceane to be an 
Indian, save in nama 

Eight miles from Z^Iinneapolis, a farmer with bis son 
was at work m the held, when a party of seven In- 
dians came suddenly in view* As soon as they saw 
they were discovered, they fled to the bushes. The 
fEuiner hastened to collect his neighbors, of whom 
twelve or fifteen returned to the spot, found their trail 
which led them round Madison Lake, two miles nearer 
town, when they lost the trail and abandoned the 
search* 

On Monday, the 29th of June, the day before this 
skulking party was seen, as above, in a mure sparsely 
populated region, a few miles away, Mr. Amos Dustin, 
and his &mily of five persons, was passing over the 

prairie in an open lumber box wagon. When found 
on Wednesday following, Mr. Dustin was in the firont 
of the wagon — dead An arrow was sticking in his 

body, and a deep tomahawk wound was in his breast. 
His lefi; hand had been cut oil* and carried away by 
the Indiana n 
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Benc&tU hifi seat orooched a litUe girl of six years; 
her hair matted, her garments saturated, her fiioe cov- 

ere^l, and her shoes literally filled with the blood which 
had tiickicd Iroin the mangled body of her fiither. 
Sbe was the only uninjured member of the £unily, 
and in her feam thought, as she said, that "the Indians 
1<>. )kr(l very sharply at her, and supposed they would 
kill her too/' but not a hand was laid upon hen 

The mother, and another child twelve years old, 
were alive when found, but mortally wounded. For 
two days and nights they had lain thus beside the 
dead bodies of their loved ones, unable to procure su&- 
teuituce or assistance.. 

The mother of Mr. DuBtin lay with her head hang- 
ing over the wagon, her long silvery hair matted witii 
Li*.KKl waving in tlie wind. -^Vu arrow in her body 
had done the work oi death. Was there ever a pic- 
ture more horrid ? The horses, of course, were gone 
far away, conveying the perpetrators from tlie oceue 
which they had enacted. 

More vigorous measures for home defense wero at 
once Uiken. Seventy stand of arms were issued to 
iieiinepin county. Ko uieaos were spared by State 
and military authorities to prevent future outragea 
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LITTLB CBOW'8 WHXBSABOUTS. 

Wiiere now was the Commaader-m Chief of the 
xniglitj Sioux fbrees, whose scooting partias were do- 
ing so much evil in the Imnd ? Fivft hundrerl miles to 
the northwest, on the bleak shoret^ of lievirs lake, had 
been their winter qturteni But he bad not idled awaj 
the winter in camp life luxury. Wherever he might 
find a British subject, with the hope o£ aid from him, 
lather he weiit^ aettiiig forth hia grievanoee in a mock 
patbetie manner, and begging his alliance in driving 
oif the Americana At Fort Garry, in British Ameri- 
ca, whither he went with sixty waniors, he made strong 
dfortB to form a peace txeaty. After impressing them 

with the glory of the B^-alp dance, Little Crow made a 
speech, in which he spoke of the eiibrts the *'Big 
Knives'^ were making to catch him, in very desponding 
tones, thoiiejb be boastfully asserted the power of his 
warriors, <>n whom he relied, and said, though ^^he 
considered himself as good as a dead man, they should 
fig] it awhile yet." He spoke of all the Government 
proceedings against himself and the condemned Sioux. 
He did ^'not complain that they were refused a tract of 
land on which to settle, which would place them under 
British protection/' but he would "be glad of a little 
anuntmition to kill Americans with." This, Governor / 
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Dallas decidedlj and prompdy reftised ; to which he 
boMtfiilly replied, 4t made no differenoei he had plen- 
ty.** The people beooming tired of his infiolence, beg- 
ging and «l;it i iig, Gov. Dal his jx>litelv ordered him and 
hia foUoweiB to leave, and to trouble them no more 
with their preaenoa 

Aguiu, liK V are back to their '^winter quarters,"' diii- 
aenaiona arising among theniselve& Many are isick of 
the war — aome nerer having been engaged in it^ but 
having gone off with them because they were Indians, 
and Buppobed all Indiana were deatii-doomed, if caught 
Standing Bui&Lo had never fiivored the war, neifher had 
Sweet Com ; they wanted to make peace, and were de- 
termined, any way, to deliver themselves up as soon 
as aaaored by the President that no hann should come 
to 

The return of tliieving parties elated Little Crow, 
for they had been successful; and, Miing to put 
a qtuetna to the diasatiflfiustion in oamp, he resolved to 

redeem his fallen influence and fortunes in personal 
eilorta in that direction. Ten months before, and a 
mighty nation bowed to his nod, he waa rich in booty, 
and his soul feasting on the blood of the slain. Now, 
taking his little son, he descends to petty hoiiae steal- 
ing, aooompanied by leas than twenty foUowersL We 
know naught of his wanderings, of his ftstings and 
weariness, of his heart despondency and his howlings 
over hia sad prospeeta, as his fleet foot pasaee over ihe 
intervening diatance to the seat of hia former raid I 
But the veritable Little Crow, who, one year before^ 



Digrtized by Google 



4 



• 

DAKOTA WAK WHOOP. 



826 



was boasting of his prowess and mighty is really and 
aotoally almost alona^ a cowaid wanderer, aToiding the 
presence of those whose lift he so lately sought ; with 
retribution upon his track. 
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Mora than two months of weary, death-inviting 
marches — of sleepless Bights and terrible anxiety— 
from being constantly watched by their weasel-eyed 
captoi-s, of savage abuse from which their women hearts 
recoiled with shuddering horror — of hunger and cold| 
and the wan and worn captives of Sheiak memoiy 
reached the banks of the Missouri river, far to the 
southwest The little girls had been allowed, some- 
times, to ride on the two poles dragged behind the 
horse, but otherwise had received the most brutal and 
inhuman treatment Little TiUa Everett, only eight 
years old, was one time struck on the head by a squaw 
with a heavy stake, iroin the effects of which she was 
for a long tiine insensible, and none expected or 
scarcely hoped her to recover, for they had then Httlo 
hope of improved fortunes, or that she would ever iiad 
her father, if he still lived. 

All the hellish ingenui^ of their savage nature 
seemed taxed to invent some new phase of torture, the 
details of which would make the blood curdle with 
horror. Both the women were endente when taken 
captives, and now were obligul to submit to the vile 
embraces, one of five and the other of three of these 
brutal monsters^ till abortion followed f and even then 
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Uiero was acaroe a snqsensioii of miffering in tliis 
gazd. Mrs. Dooley was four times sold — once for a 
iKoae^ again ftur a blanket) and onoe for a bag of ahot 
Her litde girl, six years old, was onee sold fi» a gold 

watch, and again for two yards of clotli. 

The most menial aemoe was exacted, and severe 
mbuse meted to tibe modiess, who endeavorad to keep 

their helpless ones coustautly beside them, and receive 
the blows instead of them. But there came a time 
when even this was forbidden. Mi& Wright was or- 
dered to go lor wat^r. The child of two yeai*s cried 
for its mother, when it was beaten by a squaw, till near- 
ly dead, and Ihen tamed over to a male bmte, who 
went out behind the tent and killed it, beiui e the moth- 
er's return. 

One Indian ofken boasted of going to a honae where 

a woman was making bread — the motlier of a small 
child, which lay in the cradle — that he spht the wo- 
man's head open with a tomahawk, and then placed 
the babe in the hot oven, keeping it there till it was 
baked to death, when, not sati&lied, he beat its brains 
out against the wall This is corroborated by whites, 
who have been at the honse where it happened, and 
from the appearance of the bodies, had no doubt but 
1]ie ^loast" was literally true 

When we reflect that these women and children foQ 
into the hands of such monsters, we wonder at their 
final escape, or at their enduring powers, under such 
vile treatment Thank heaven for the resone t 

On the last day of October, 1862, when love of life 
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hud fled — iheir worn and emaiouited bodies Maraly 

covered by the mere shreds of clothing left them — 
their first real jojr sinoe their captiyity was in aeeing a 
party of white men fiq^ting down the riv^. The 

Induuis, liiiJing they could not inveicfle them on shore, 
oommeuoed hostile demonstrations, when the hopes of 
the women sank as rapidly as they had risen. At the 
risk of life, however, they made themselves seen and 
heard enough to make known their condition. Upoa 
this was based their final leleasa Mdjoat Qidpin, fi>r 
it was he with a «nall par^ of men, retormng to hia 
trading post, from this day devoted all the energies of 
his noble soid. to this object, and directed, on his own 
responsibility, that no dFort or ezp^ise should be 
spared for tlieir ransom. The persons whose hearts 
were thus ^ed with gratitude to him who had secured 
ihem shelter and protection at Fort Bandall, were MrsL 
Wright and daughter, Mra Doolcy and daughter, 
Misses Bosanna and Mien Ireland, and Tilla J^verett, 
ihe <mly living memb^ of her &mily spared to her 
wounded, sorrow-stricken father. Of this, Mr. Everett 
remained for months in ignorance, himseli' suilernig 
from wounds in the hospital at Mankata When the 
public press announced tbe ransom of his child, he 
forgot the pain of liis healing wounds, and started to 
find his lost one. At last they met She rushed to 
his wide open arms, and was, in tearless silence, folded 
to his great throbbing heart. They who saw it wept, 
but the scene was too sacred lor words. Like a tiny 
akiff and mighty riup in tempest swayed thoBe two 
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bodies with strong emotion, and when seemingly the 
beait choidfl must eiiap with the flerere tensioii, the 
mngel of idief eamei The flood gates of tiie soul 

were opened, unsealing the surging, pent-iip waters of 
the heart, aad in the moment of almost deliiioiis joy 
die J half forgot what heart and flesh had suffered in 
the anxious past But the billows of sorrow again 
swept over the soul, as the only antidote for the vacu- 
nt the lost and dain had made. May the world deal 
gently by all these sufferers, and as much as msij be, 
smooth liie s rugged pathway ibr their thom-piereed 
fnl and homAed hearts 
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THE INDIAN EXPEDITION. 

Camp Pope, where the txoope to ocmipoee iine ex- 
pedition under command of Brig. Gen. Sibley, were 
otrdered to report, was at the moutk of Bed Wood 
riyer, so late the theatre of the teniUe luniJisiweii 

which inauguruted tlic war in Minnesota 

For weeks, activity and bustle prevailed here, in an- 
ticipation of a three months* campaign — and this was 
no small undertaking. The Brigade Cummissaiy, 
Capt Wm. H. Forbes, who had suifered the loss of 
some forty thousand dollars in the great raid^ evinced 
his usual energy, ability and good sense in the man- 
agement of this department ; and that no want of cal- 
culation in him would bring failure to ihe expedition. 
Two hundred and tweuLy-livc wa^rrnis were at last 
loaded with well packed provisions, and in due tune, 
all was ready. 

On the ninth day of June, the monotony of camp 
life was interrupted by the arrival of Gen. Sibley in a 
grand militaiy reception. Ail were anxious to be on 
the move, and this argued fevorably for a start Every 
domestic circle in the State was more or less personally 
interested in the success of the e]q)edition. Itsoffioers, 
from the Lieutenants to the O^eral commanding, were 
from our own hearth stones. The troops were our own, 
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£ikthers, brothers and sons of Minnesota, and were 
iralled in bj a oordoii of prayer from "lored ones at 
home," whieh must mcim the blessings God upon 
the enterprise, whatever of danger or defeat lay in their 
padi, and whaterar doubts nngbt aiiae with enviooa 
evil-ihinkers and evil-speakem, 

Gen. Sibiey, with the great energy of purpose which 
had chaiactorized his life and insured its soooess, now 
bent all these powers to this one pnrpoee — to fivrerer 
free the beautiful aonhwest froin the against 
whom this expedition was planned. 

Scaroel J had the excitCTent attendant on the oo- 
casion of his ainvcil, subsided, when the strong man 
^^W8 himself and weepSi" as cmly a bereared &ther 
ean. The fiist tidings from home brings the sad mes* 
sage of a beloved daughters death, smitten down by 
sudden disease. O, how vain seemed all earthly glory 
iheot how brittle the eords that bind us to our dearest 
earthly loves ! But there was no time for communion 
with grief All things in camp remmded him of the 
raponaibility of his position, and he must needs gird 
him for the duty. 

On the 16th of June, 1863, ail things being in 
readiness; the forward order was given, and the expe- 
dition took up the line of march for the almost tmex- 
plored region of Dakota territory. The entire 1« >rce 
numbered about four thousand men, distributed as fol- 
lows: Sixth B^rment^ GoL Crooks, eight hundred and 
sixty men ; Seventh Re^ment Col. Marshall, seven 
hundred and forty men; Tenth JK^giment, CoL Baker, 
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fiye huiidied and seTentj-dght men, (thiee compiaieii 
liad been detailed for special duty) ; Cavalry, CoL Mo* 
Pludl, eight hondrad wd six men; and CapL Jones' 
Battery, one hundred and forty men and eight gun& 

Qen. Sibley's Staff was organized as follows; 

Gapt R G. Oliu, Acting Adjutant GenecaL 

Capt 0. B. Atohinson, Assistant Commiasaij at 

masters, and Auliiig Orduauce offiicer. 

Captain Douglas Pope, Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain Edward Coming, Qoaartermaster. 

Captain Wm. H. Forbes, Commissary. 

George H. Spencer, Chief Clerk of Commissary 
Department 

Captain Wm. H. Kimball, Quartermaster's Assist- 

ant, assigned to special duty as pioneer in charge of 
pcmtoon traina 
lieatenant Joeepb R Putnam, Aid-de-Oamp. 

F. J. Holt Beever, A- St Clair Flandrau, and Ar- 
chibald Hawthorne, Aid-de-CampS| with rank of See- 
<md lieutenant 

Seventy scouts, half of whom were volunteer In- 
dians, and a majority of the balance half-breeds, were 
numbered .witi^ the expedition. These were in com- 
mand of Mi^or J. B Brown, J. KcCleod, and Wm. J. 
Doolev, who were to act as chief of scouts, each half 
to serve on alternate days, and precede the expedition 
in all its movements. The position of Bev. S» B 
Eiggs was changed fix>m chaplain to interpreter, and 
yet he acted in the first with quite as much acceptance 
as before, and with all the temptations around him 
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which tended to 00 democaluse the anny, he proved 

his trust in that Being who alone can deliver from the 
evils of vice, and that hi& soul was sale ui Uiat 

For traTU^rtation of oommissary etorea, there wm 

two hundred and twentj-five wagons; fiw ordnajice, 
twenty; pontoons^ elereii; and batteiy, two; — for 
camp equipage of thirty-eight eompanies, nineteen; 
quartermaster's department and medical supplies, seven- 
teen ; regimental head-quarters, eighty head-quarters of 
the expedition, twa Surgeon Wharton xeeeiyed the 
appointment of liicdical director. 

The sale of intoxicating liquors was prohibited by 
geoml order, to remain in force daring the expedi- 
tion ; notwithstanding, those who so desired, by the 
working of some magic wand, always found their can- 
teens re-filled whenever they had been emptied — 
Strange and mysterious are the genii of this prince of 
evil, and the workmg out of his secret piottm^ none 
but his leagued hosts ean ^aithom 1 

Thns the efficient and well organized feroe wae on 
the move, making a train of five miles m length, for- 
midable enough in appearance alone to awe the whole 
Sonx nation, and of courage and daring equal to any 
danger or effort 

The setting out of such an expedition was most un- 
propitioua Such a season of drouth was nerer known 
in all the West The prairies were literally parched 
with heat, and all the sloughs and little streams diy« 
The fierce prairie winds were like the hot siioccos of 
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the desert, withermg every green thing. Clonds of 
dust, ndsed by this immense column, would blind the 
eyes, dioke tiie throat and blacken the ftoes of the 
men, so that they looked more like colliers than sol- 
diem In time, senoxui effectB began to tell upon the 
wagons and proyimon boxes, some of which fell in 
pieces, and much time was spent in making secure 
those uninjured. Both men and ^nimAla suffered for 
water, bat tbe health of the men was not seriously af- 
fected^ and, tlierei'ore, the spirits did not yield to cir- 
cumstances. On the 19th, Mr. liiggs, writing from 
Camp Baker, one mile above the ruins of Hazlewood 
Mission Station, says : 

"We have travelled three days, and have made about 
tidrty miles from Camp Popa The teams are all yeiy 
heavily loaded, so heavy, indeed, that although we all 
wish for rain to make the earth rejoice, yet if that rain 
should come, it might very seriously affect the progress 
<^ ttds command at present But the green grass isso 
dried up that fires run on the prairie wherever it was 
not burned last ML And the streams of water too^ 
$ate fiedling, so that we shall be obliged to keep near to 
the larger rivers or lakes, to obtain a supply of water 
for these 4,000 men, and as many ammaia.** 

"Our soldiers have marched, carrying their knap- 
sacks, their blankets and their guns, an average of ten 
miles a day, which, with the immense train we have, 
in its present state, is thought as much as can reason- 
ably be calculated upon. Yesterday morning, while 
the kain was crossing the Yellow Medicine, I obtained 
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from the General a squad of acouts and orderlies and 
oame on to gaUier curraata in the deserted gardens of 
the Miflsions. We found, and brought away with na 

a quantity of the pie-plant These are the last rem- 
nantB of civilization to be found in this direction. I 
gathmd a few pinks and other flowers fiom my own 
garden at Hazlewood Somc^ of the men brouerht 
in lettuce, which they found in the gardens oi the 
Agency. 

"It is to me quite saddening to look on the desola- 
tion which the outbreak has made in the land. Seeing 
them agauif has more deeply impressed me with the 
exceeding folly as well as sin of the Dakotas. By 
that one wicked act they have forever deprived them- 
selyes of homes in this beautiful land. But there is a 
Piwidence that shapes the destinies of people as wdl 
as individuals, brings good out of evil, and makes the 
wrath of man to praise Hnc" 

On the holy Sabbath day the standard rested from 
its march. This arrangement was, on the first Sab- 
bath, made known to the campaign by the Oommand- 
ii^ Oeneral, unless in cases of extreme and urgent 
necessity. Here again we endorse the sentiment of 
Mr. Biggs, that on the low ground of temporal economy 
diey would find it profitabla ''We shall march fur- 
ther," he says, "week after week, by restinsr on God's 
day, than we should by marching through the seven. 
But there is a higher view of this subject: If Ood be 
with us iti til is campaign, we shall make it a success; 
if God be not with us, we shall £ul of accomplishing 
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tlie deaired objeeta. And one way to secure the pm- 
enoe and assistance of God, is to 'remember the Sab* 
batb day, to keep it holy/ " 
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CHAPTER LXIV. 

BRATH OF GENERAL LITTLE CROW. 

On fhe ihiid of July, 1863, when all the boys in the 

land, and many of the men were preluding the morrow 
with fire crackers, and preparations for big sounds and 
grand display of fireworks, aboy andhis fikther, ^'way 
out in Minnesota," were ignorantly performing a fiar 
more important service to their . country — a servioe 
which will immortalize the name of Lampson, and 
render the two finnous on historic page. They lived 
for an important end and have not lived in vain. 

Mr Lampson Uved at Hutchinson, a town which 
sufEered much, you will remember, early in the troubles 
of 1862, since which siege everyix>dy had been on watch- 
ful lookout for ^^a shot" in retaliation, and seldom went 
unaxmed any distance from town. Mr. Li his son 
Ciiauncey, were six miles in the country on this event- 
ful day, when they discovered two Indians jncki!n0 
bemea in an "qpening" in the woods. Bushes and 
scattering poplars were inU r^pursed, so that the Indians 
did not discover the two pair of eyes and the sure aim 
upon them. With commendable ibrethought, Mr. L. 
determined to make sure of his game before announc- 
ing his presence, so he crept cautiously forward among 
the vines and rested . his gun against the tree which 
they dimed. He fired, bis shot taking effect, but not 
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a deadly one, as evinced by the loud yell and sudden 
movemdot backward* His victim, however, fell to the 
grotmd, mormij wounded With the pradenoe and 
caution which characterized his first movement, not 
knowing tac number ol iudianfi| Mr, L. thought best 
to retreat a UtUe^ where be could obtain the shelter of 
eome bnshea 

The wouuilcJ Indian was not to be foiled in a shot 
at hia antagiNiiati and so crept a^r him, and thus each 
were tannight into diatDietTiew of tiie oAer, when Urn 

two iiiiiians they had first seen, and Chauncey Lampson 
who was eonoealed iVmn them view, hred simultar 
neoodj. Ohaoneey's bi^ killed the wounded Indian, 

and the other one instantly sprang to his horse and 
rode away. A ball from the Indian's rifle whistled 
dose to hit cheeki while one from Ae otfaer^s gun 
struck his father on the left shoulder blade, making 
o&ly a alight liesh wound 

Mr. Lampeondroi^Md when the shot struok him, and 
his son, supposing him killed, and fearing a large foroe 
of Indians were near, liaving no more ammunition, 
and not daring to approach his father, who waa some 
diatanee away, to obtain more, lest he should diaxe the 
same fate, beat a hastv retreat for tov.-i^. 

He wrived home at ten o'clock in the evening, when 
the exciting news flew like wild fire on the prairie in 
a windy day. An army squad from the company sta- 
tioned there, with a number of the citizens, were soon 
mardiing nqndly to the scene of oonflie^ wiale olhn 
atartad in other diieotioaB to wam Hie citiattiSi and 
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Others still, went to Lake Preston for a squad of cav- 
^ky, whOf actLDg with {Ncomptnesa, were guided to th^ 
spot bef<»e dayliglit, and relieved "Mr, Injnn" of hip 
scalp, and inark t]i ^v, reader^ Uiis was the first scalp for 
which the twnty-fiue cbUao's r&waard was daiinedf the Jira^ 
Sioux 9oalp taken by white man in 1863. 

Wiien found by the cujiipaay who had been first 
guided to tliespot by young Lampfion^ the body of the 
Indian had been straightened, new moooaBina put upon 
his feet, and his blanket carefully adjusted, as no dead 
^^injun" could do it This led to the conviction that 
theee were not alone in their evil deeigns and purpoeea 

But we will not leave the reader to suppose that the 
elder Lampson ^^laid him down to die,'* jhom the slight 
thou^ unpleasant wound ha had received. With the 
detuned courage which characterized hia first move^ 
jnent, he crawled into the bushes, reloaded his gun, 
drew his revolver, and waited for the ie*appeaianoe 
of the foa Thus he waited, and none coining, he 
prohted by the cover of night to come forth from his 
concealment Divesting himself of his white garmentSi 
thai they might not prove a &tal mark for prowling 
Indians, and taking a circuiLoas route, he reached 
home about two o'clock on the morning of the 
*'ForaTBL" 

On the return of the niilitaiT- squad with the citizen a 
coat, moccasins, and a number of trinkets found on the 
person of the dead Indian, the programme of the da;y 
was changed, by sending out a detachment for the body 
which was brought in about three o'clock in the alter. 
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nooiL For two or tliree hours it was tlie common cen- 
tre of attraction, and all piofeeBed to have known him 
well in lifa The ooat he wore was identified asdie 
one taken from the man murdered some distance ifrom 
there, of \vluch mention has been heretofore mada All 
who beheld, declared a striking resemblance between 
tliis Indian and Li tile Crow, only this one a shade 
lighter, — the age about fifty. Both arms were wither- 
ed and defimned by breaking and pennanent displace* 
ment of the bones, the palpable resnlt of rough hand- 
ling in past tima A strange coincidence they thonght| 
as this was the case with Little Crow, and so^ as the 
body was becoming oiFensive, th^ Mtunped" him into 
a hole and lefl him there, no tears of regret having 
&dlen upon his nnhonored grave; and the Lampsons 
little dreaming the service they had rendered the State 
in ridding it of one for whom a government train 
five miles long was in pursuit 

The press published the facts as here in substance 
related. In two weeks it reached the camp of General * 
Sibley, then &r on his route to catch the wily chie£ 
The striking coincidence, the minute description oi the 
body, its resemblance to Little Crow, attracted the at- 
tention of the Commanding General, who had known 
him well for years, and he declared it to be none other 
than the arch-enemy himself In this opinion Major 
Brown and Capt Forbes, who knew him equally well, 
concurred. Calling to the aid of their memories the 
Indian scouts and half-breeds, not one was known in 
the whole tribe who bore this resemblance in all the 
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xoinutiad to Little Crow. It was considered, too, a 
Btton^j oorxoboiatiTe cinnimstaiice, that the dtizenfl 
o£ HutchiBfioiif who knew him, shotild detect this re- 
semblance. This opinion was returned to the press, 
when investigation commenced, and eveij evidence 
adduced con&rmed the &ct that the scalp of Ae terror^ 
inspirmg Li'n^LE Crow was a trophy at the historical 
rmima m the State CapitaL 

A mote marked insteaoe of Prcmdential v^bvitioiif 
history probably does not record. The leader of the 
bloody insnirectiCMi and the hrst Indian war which has 
sooQiged onr Stftte» in which, for the ficst time, white 
meu felt the scalping-knife oi the savage, now his 
own head, in turn, paying the forfeit, famisking the 
JIni scslp which white man has ever takeal 

The gnu e of Little Crow, which was only a hole 
dug for the receptacle of the oliai^ of slaughtered 
cattle, being lightly covered, fait head was soon exposed 
to view, and with a stick was sloughed from the body, 
where for several days it remained, the brains oozing 
out in the hot ami, till evidences of its ideatitf began 
to aocnmulate, when a more critical investigation was 
made. The teeth were found to be double set around 
ihe month, which was known to be the ease with litlle 
Crow; and now the offensive, worthless thing, sud- 
denly magiuiied into importance, was carefully pre- 
paied in a strong soluticoL of lima The putrid, decay- 
ing body, almost devoid of flesh, was ezhnmed, plaoed 
in a box, and sunk in the river, a cleansing preparation 
before passing into the anatomist's hands. 
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GAFTU&S OF WO-WI-NAF-A, SON OF XOTTLS GBOW. 

JB'ive iiundred miles to the north-west, at Camp Atch- 
inflon, not forty miles ftom the ihores of Devil's lake, 
the expedition tnm was divided, a portion remaining 
in camp, with orders to explore and root out the lu- 
disiiSi it sny remained i& ^t i^oil The ether di< 
visiofi, wiih Genend Sibley st its head, had moved in 
a south-western direction, for the Missouri river, where 
die main body of the hostile foe had fled 

Thrae comiMUiieB, in eommand of Oapl Burt^ -wenl 
ont from Camp Atchinson, on the 28th of June^ to 
soour the region &ff a trail, which the scouts had xe- 
portod as having seen the day befora Hearing 
shores of Devil's lake, they crossed the trail, wliicli vs ns 
lost in a dned-up sk>ugh. lu their search to regain 
tiM trail, the head of an Indian was djsooveied instead, 
protruding from a clump of bushes. 

One of the scouts approached him and demanded his 
simender. He thmr down his gnn, glad, in his half 
starved oonditioii, of the prospect of getting something 
to eat on anj terms. The remains of a lean wolf wei'e 
beside him, which he had be£>re killed with his last 
dbaxge of ammunition, and cooked for his last lationa 
He very soon recognized and spoke to William Quinn, 
the hali-breed iuterprete, hj whom, and several olhp 
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esBf he was at once recognized as the son of Little 
Grow. He was Yerj much emaciated by bk ftatiiige 

and wanderings, and was moreover in great straits, not 
knowing whither to go or what to do. He had expect- 
ed to find bifl own people still thrae^ but instead, not 
an Indian had be seen, and be wotdd, doabtless, 
soon have starved to deadL His head was ^ill of yer* 
mm, and was at onoe duKveni and he was taken 
into eamp to await ibe order of ibe Oommanding Qen- 

eraL We subjoin his own statement, rather than our 
own version of his stoxy, that the reader may compare 
it with tihe afbre given eiiennistaneeB at Hutehinson, 

which this statement fully corroborates : 

^^X am the son of little C^w ; my name is Wo-wi- 
]iq>a; I am sixteen yean old; my ft&er had two 

wives before he took mj mother ; the first one had one 
aoii, the seoond one a son and daiighter. The third 
wife was my moiliher. After taking my mother, he put 
•way the first twa He had seven childr^ by my 
mother, six of whom are dead, I am the only one liv- 
ing now. The fourth wi& had five children bom ; do 
not know whether ihey died or not; two were boys 
and three were girls. The fifth wife had five children, 
three of whom are dead, two are living; The sixth 
wife bad three childien, all of Ihem are dead, the old- 
est was a l)oy, the other two were girla The last four 
wives were sistera 
^^Father went to St Joseph last spring. When we 

were coming back, be said he could not fight the white 
men, but would go below and steal hoises irom them 

0 
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and firive tlieiii U) liis children, so that they could be 
oomforUible, and then he would go awajr ofL 

^'Father alao told me that he wae getthig ol4 ml 
wanted itu* to go with him to carry lii^ ijandles. He 
left hi8 wives and other ohiidren beiuad, Tkeie w&cq 
sixteen men and one squaw in the party that went be- 
luvv with us. We liad no horses, but walked all the 
way down to the settieiuenL ather and 1 were pick- 
ing radbemes near Soatfeered lake, at the time he was 

shot It was near night He was hit the first time m 
the Bide, just above the hipu iiia gun and mine were 
lying on the gfovnd He took up my gnn and fired 
iL iii .^i and then fired his own. He was shot the sec- 
ond time while iiiing his own gun. The ball struck 
the stoek of faia gnn and then hit him in the fflde^ near 
the shouldera This was the shot that killed him. He 
told me that he was killed, and asked me ibr water^ 
which I gaTe him. He died immediately after.. When 
1 heard the first shot fired I laid down, and the maii did 
not see iue beibre lather was killed. 

"A abort time before &ther was killed, an Indian 
named LLi a-ka, who married the daughter ol' my 
Other's second wife, came to him. He had a horse 
with him, alao a gray oolofed eoeitp that he had taken 
from a man whom he had killed, to the noitk of wiiere 
father was killed He gave the coat to fiather, telling 
him he would need it when it rained, ae he had no 
coat with him. lli-u-ka said he had a horse now, and 
was going back to the Indian country. 

'The Indians who went down widi us, Beparated. 
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Eight of them aad ihe squaw w^t north ; the other 
eight went forther down. I harre not seen any of them 

since. After father wjis killed, I took InAh guns and 
the ammumtion, and started for Devil's lake, where I 
expected to find some of mj Mends. When I got to 
Beaver Creek, I saw the tracks of two Indians, and at 
Standing Buffalo's village saw where the eight Indians 
who had gone first had crossed. 

"I earned both guns as far as Shayenne river, where 
X saw two men. I was scared, and threw my gun and 
ammunition down. After that, I travelled only in the 
night, and as I had no ammunition to lali anything to 
eat, I had not strength enough to travel last X went 
on until I arrived near Devil^s lake, when I stayed in 
one place tin* <■ (l^iys, being so weak and hungry that I 
could go no iarther. I had picked up a cartridge near 
Big Stone lake, which I still had with me, and loaded 
father's gun with it, cutting the ball into slugs. With 
this chaige, I shot a wolf, ate some of it, which gave 
me strength to travel, and I went on up the lake, until 
the day 1 was captured, which was twenty-six days 
. Jfrom the day my father was killed." 

Sxteen years before the capture of Wo^wi-nap-a, the 

writer had been, for many days, a guest at the house 
of Doctor Williamson, then, as in latter yeais^ the 
Sioux missionary at Little Crow's village, before its re- 
moval up the Minnesota Valley. W^hcn the novelty 
of a white woman's landing from a ''fire canoe" had a 
little subsided, this, then baby Ghiei^ with others, was 
held up, that my unsophisticated admiration might be 
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sealed with a kiss, an accorded honor with which I 
feared not to comply — the same pappooae which I 
sometimes saw affectionately caressed by his &1iher, bat 
a weakness on his part, which he would prefer should 
have passed unnoticed. Like Joseph, he was the & 
vorite son of bis fiUiher, because bis mother was loved 

more than all his wives. Wo-wi-iiap-a returned with 
the expedition, and has sioce been in the guard house, 
awaiting iniUtarf disposal 
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CELAFTER LXVL 

TWO OAPTIYX B0T8. 

In ihe monih ci Jnne^ 1868, oonflidmble BpnptOixf 
was elicited in St Paul, by the arrival of two litde ran- 
aomed bojs, who had been, since the outbreak, in say- 
ages' handa Their ages were six and nine jean, and 
to tihe good Oaihofic priest of St Joe. thej owed their 
release from captivity. He had parted with all his 
woildly goods to effeet thia^ and then eren rob- 
bed faimself of Ids own needfol appard, to dothe 
them decently and comfortably fbr their jour- 
ney. 

George Ingalls, tbe eldest of tbese boys, was, when 

the trouble commenced, living near Yellow Medicina 
Like o&eiB, the fiEunily fled for the fort, but befioe 
reaching there, were seized upon by Indians, who 
sprang from a hole in the eartL Mr. Ingalls was kill- 
ed, and the rest of his &mily made prisoner& His 
three dauirhters, sisters of younir George, were earned 
of!' tn the plains, sulienng mcredibie hardships, till 
finally ransomed at the Agency, on the Missouri 
river. 

George was sometimes at Big Stone lake, and in the 
same camp with a boy who fmoB ihe subject of anoth- 

er chapter, liially, thej moved on to the norfihrwesti 
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towards De?il's lake, where the main Indian forees 
were to oonoentrate for the winter. 

My i-04i<icr will ivcollect the little Jimmy Scott, of 
Old CroMiig, who submitted to go with his captors, as 
his grandmother bade him, whom we now again intro- 
iiuce the veritable boy, but having passed tkrougli 
such suffering and hardship as to remember little dse^ 
and having even forgotten the name of his grandmother. 
The poor child would cry most pitcously, when ques* 
tioned relative to his adventuiea. Bodi physical and 
mental powen seemed seriously aflfeoted by Ae terrible 
ordeal ilirough which he had passed, ibr a child of such 
tender years. 

The boys say they never sufibred for food in quan- 
tity, but the quality, with little vaiiation, was not the 
moat desirable, much of the time having only buffido 
meat They suffered much fiom intense cold duiisg 
the long tedioui^ w inier, in the bleak wmds from the 
lake which visited them very roughly, «nd there wis 
much of human misery in the severe drudgery put 
li^njn boys so young. What mother's heart ljut bleeds 
at their woes and rqoices in their release I The Indian 
women who had played mother to them, were sad to 
part with them, and seemed unwilling to do so, until 
plead with most earnestly in the eloqumoe of tears hf 
the boys themselvea Little Jimmy cried bitterly on 
the neck of his Indian mother, when he ' kissed her 
good-bye.'' 

May friends be so kind, — ihe healing balm be 8o 
gently applied to childhood's bitter memorieSi tl|at this 
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future lives, whose histoiy will be naafcrlrad wiiti hjwam 
inteiest by those who hamMjmftdoMoi wisk tbn m 
these dark honxa 
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CHAPTER LXVIL 



THiilLLING ADVENTURES OF MB. BBACKBTT AKJ) 
DJSAXH OW IiI£UT£NAJNT FllEEMAK. 

. The monotony of Camp Atchinson was interrupted 
on the eyemng of Augost 2d, by the appearance on 
the outskirtB) of an emaciated human figure, nho at 
once fell to the ground, in sheer weakness and exhaus- 
tion. He was picked up and carried into a tent^ and 
was at once recognized as George K Bradkett, ci Min- 
neapolis, beef contractor of the expedition, who had 
gone with the main body, and was now nearly dead 
from hunger and &tigua 

He had, in coin|)any with Lieutenant Freeman, of 
St Qoud, when about sixty miles out, left the main 
column and flanked off to the left for a day's adven- 
ture, with little thought of its sad ending. Five miles 
away, having met nothing worthy of note, they oyer- 
looked the country finom the summit of a range of 
hills, when they saw several of the scouts not very fisir 
away. Passing a fairy-like lake, three graceftd ante- 
lopes tempted a shot, one only was wounded, which 
Ideut Freeman followed, giving his horse in charge of 
Mr. Brackett This drew them from their course, 
though the train was in sight several miles distant 
Seeing the scouts on the other aide of the lake^ cuii* 
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<mty led tkem oii| through firesh evideiioea of Indians 
near. 

These dangers pa^d, thej shaped their course 
towards the train, or to strike its traiL Chi the look- 
out tat the enemy, thej diaoovered three objects be- 
tween themselves and the train, who thej soon deciilo 
to be real Indians, following up the train. Each made 
prepaiations to meet tbe other, and with all the cau- 
tion at command, crept ibrward aroand ihe blufP. A 
mutual surprise ensues, when thej recognize m each 
ctixer Mends of the same party. One of these scouts 
was Ohaska, who is already well known. 

Just at this time a large squad of men were noticed 
cm die \A\xSf nearly three miles away, at the same time 
a squad of cavaliy, as they supposed, started toward 
them. The scouts turned ofif to the lake to water 
Aeir horses, and the cavaliy and themselves in motion, 
perceptibly lessened the distance between ihem, and 
no doul t existed but tliat Gen. Siblej*s fiill cornnuiiid 
was on the other side of the hill, and so sure, that 
while they almost counted tiie koises, they gave no 
heed to the meu. But suddenly thej disappeared, 
they oould not have sunk into the earth, and, there* 
fbre, must have turned back. So said these men as 
thej rode carelesslj along. 

Judge of the surprise when, instead of their own 
cavaliy, fifteen Indians, deceptively bearing a flag of 
truce, suddenly charged upon them. Thej jelled to 
the scouts and rode toward theni, but before thej 
reached them, Lieut Freeman was shot^ with an arrowi 

Ot 
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througli tlie back, and at the same time, anoihieF Iii- 
dian Jdred at Mr. Brackett, who escaped the ball by 
cUngiiig to the neck of hia horse, and at the same 
tune Ghaska, from the top of a knoll, let fljat the Li- 

diaaa. Lieut Freeman sat on his horse till thej had 
passed in the rear of the acouta, when he remarkedi 
am gone/' and fell He aaked for the string to be 

cut from his neck, to which was attached a piece of 
the slain antelope, for water which was given, the& 
slightly changed his position, and was gone. 

The Indians were now all around them, but were 
held in check by an invisible power, and feU back as 
the daring sconts rode rapidly toward them, ready to 
fira This brief respite gave Mr. Brackett a chance to 
get the Lieutenant s riiie and revolver before he fol- 
lowed the aoouts, and to overtake thena while his pur- 
suers waited to catch the horse from which his com- 
rade had just fallen. This done, with loud and trimn* 
phant yells, they start on again, and after a race of 
four miles, the fleeing party are completely surronnded. 
All jumped from theii' horses, and the faithful Chaska, 
more intent on the safety of his friend than his owOi 
&st saw him safely hid in the bushes, and then went 
forward to meet his red brethren. This wjis the last 
Mr. Brackett saw of the scouts, but lay in his conceal^ 
ment with his rifle cocked, while the Indians quar- 
reled which should have his horse. But for this they 
would doubtless have searched out his hiding placa 

The afternoon was now far spent, and in a half 
hour after the Indians had left in a circuitous couise 
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ammd % manh, probably to avoid punniit by GtexL 

Sibley's forces. Mr. Brackett crawled out from the 
niaheSi and with the sun to has back, trayelled for 
two boms, a&d t}iiui he did for two days, and when 
the sun had set, hid in a marsh, where he slept at 
laight A£bi&£ the third day he began diligent search 
for the ^rail, which be stmck on the afternoon of the 
fifth day, about twelve mi lis from where they en- 
oamped the night before he left the train, and about 
seventy miles from Gamp Atchinson. So little ad* 
vance had been made, that a man of ordinary caliber 
would have yielded to despondency, and there have 
died.. Not so with the hero of this adventoie. — 
Though sabristing on fix.gs, biida and cherries, and 
these in limited quantities, for five days, his feet worn 
and blistered with ccHistant travel, his forehead blis- 
tered by the scorohing sun, and sleeping every night 
with only the upper rejsrion of his nether garment for 
a covenng, his indomitable energy enabled him to go 
on, though when he reached the camp, he oonld not 
have held out another day. The remamder of this 

perilous adventure we give in Mr. Brackett's own 
wipmibi: 

"About ten miles before reaching Camp A, I sat 
down to re^ and had suck difiicuity in getting under 
weigh again, that I determined to stop no more, feel- 
ing sure that once again down, 1 should never be able 
to re^in my feet unaided I entered the camp near 
the camp fire of a detachment of the "Pioneers,'* 
(Capt Chase's Company of the Ninth Minnesota In- 
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fiuila-y,) and M[ to tiie grcnmd, unaUe to nam agnok 

But, thank God ! around that fire were sitting some 
St. Authony fiends, among wlmm were MesBia Mc- 
Mullen and Wlutlier» attached to ihat oompen wko 
kindly picked me up, and carried me to ray tent 

"I Loat my coat, hat and knife in the fight on the 
first day. I took Lieat F.'s knife, and witli it made 
moceasins of my boot-legs, my boots so ebafing mj 
feet in walking that I could not wear them. These 
moccasins were constantly getting out of repair, and 
my knife was as much needed to keep tiiem in imler 

for u.se, as to make them in the first |)lace. But just 
befoi-e reaching the trail of the expedition on the fifth 
day, I lost lieui F/s knife. This loss I felt at the 
time decided my fate, if I had much farther to go, but 
kind Providence was in my favor, for almost the first 
object that greeted my eyes upon reaching 1^ trail, 
was a knife, old and worn to be sure, but priceless to 
me. This incident some may deem a mere accident, 
but let such an one be placed in sitoatkm at that 
time, and he would feel with me, that it waa a boon 
granted by the Great Giver of good. On the third 
day, about ten miles ^m the river spoken o^ I left 
Lieut F.'s rifle on the piairie, beooming too weak to 

cany it longer, besides a had ahead v been so damatrt^ 
by rain that I could not use it I wrote upon it tiiat 
lieut F. had been killed, and named the come I wia 

rl It'll pursuing. I brought the pistol into Camp At* 
chmson. 

While wandering, I lived on chenies, loots, birds 
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eggSf young birds and frogs, caught by hand^ all my 
ammunition but one cartridge having been spoiled by 
die rain on the fkrefe day. That cartridge waa one for 
Smith's breech loading carbine, and had a gutta percha 
oasa I had also some waterproof percussion caps in 
my portmonaia I took one-half the powder in the 
cartridge, and a percussion cap, and with the pistol 
and some dry grass, started a nice fire, at which I 
eooked a young bird, something like a loon, and about 
the siza This was on the second night. On the 
fourth, I used the remainder of the cartndge in the 
same way, and for a like purpose. The rest of the 
time I ate my food uncooked, except some hard bread 
(found at the fourth camp mentioned above,) which 
had been fried and then thrown into the ashea I 
have iPorgotten one sWeet morsel, (and all were sweet 
and very palatable to me,) viz : some sinews spared by 
the wolves frum a buf alo carcass. As near as I am 
able to judge, I trayelledin seven days at least two 
hundred milea I had ample means for a like journey 
in civilized localities, but for the first time in my life, 
found gold and silver ooin a useless thing. My boot- 
leg mocoesiiiii saved me ; for a walk of ten mUes upon 

such a praine, barefooted, would stoj) all further pro- 
gress of any person accustomed to wear cov^ing upon 
the feet The expoaure at night, caused, more partio- 
ularly, by lying in low and wet places in order to hide 
myself, was more prostrating to me than scarcity of 
food. The loneliness of the prairies, would have been 
terrible in itself without ^ drove of wolves ihat^ 
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after ihe first day, haveredt in tiiie dAy<-time» at a 

spectable distance, and in tlie night time howled close- 
ly around mo, seenuugiy aure that my faiHug strength 
would soon render me an easy prey. But a merciful 
Providence lias spared my life, by what seems now, 
even to myselli almost a miracla" 

Mr. Brackett q)eaks in the highest terms of Cfaaakai 
his coura<2re and devotion to &e cause in which he was 
enlisted being unsurpassed in Indian Ma He feels 
that he owes his life to him, by his fbing in the first 
encounter, and rushing toward him in the second, 
wliich enabled him to hide as he suggested. 
. lieutenant Ambrose Freeman, who fell as above re- 
lated, was a native of Y irginiai and for seven years a 
a resident of St Cloud, Minnesota, where his wife and 
five children waited ins return, when he should recount 
to them the adventures and perils of the way. He 
bore an unblemished clmracter, and was best loved and 
respected where best and longest known. His char- 
acter in civil, accompanied him in military life, aod 
no man in the expedition could have been more gen- 
erally regretted. He enlisted for froiiUer defense of 
our Minnesota homes His body was promptly re- 
covered and buried wil^ honors doe, at damp Sib- 
ly, near the Big Mound, where a great battle with the 
Indians was fought soon aiter his ialL 
The scouts came safely into cunp, minus b<MBea 



CHAPTER Lxym. 

THE CAFTlVfi JOHN JULIEN. 

The subject of this chapter was one of the three 
boys who were ransomed by the kind-hearted CathoUo 
prie9t at St Joe. His o^ptiyity wasof ten monthB^ du* 
laAoHf but there is less of real bitter misery in it tban 
of the otlier boys. John Julien was cook for the gov- 
enuuent laboreis at Big Stone lake at the time of the 
•ayi^ onset them He escaped and hid in the woods 
until he supposed the danger passed, and then thought 
he would return to the tent and find out if possible the 
&te of his employers, when he was made prisoner by 
an Indian who lived near, with the humane intent of 
protecting ull he could set him at hberty. His name, 
which deserves historic record, is En-koah-nn, meaning 
the ''man with short hair/' He took no part in the 
massacres, and taking the boy across the lake, with 
some yalnable snggestions to guide him, s^t him off 
alone. No sooner had he tnmed back, than he found 
the enemy were on his track, and running after, brought 
him back, and f<» several days kept him concealed at 
his own lodga 

Then he allowed him to go with his own son to the 
lake, but no sooner was he seen, than a vicious Indian, 
one who had deeply drank of ilie extennination spirit, 
and vowed that no white blood should be left unspilied, 
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took aim at his heart, and then ran off, not waiting 
to know the resnlt^ but suppoabog his pistol had pe^ 
formed its intent 

His little Indian compani<m ran and told his father 
of the cmd act, who came at once, took him kindlj in 
his anna, carried him to his house, washed and dressed 
his wounds, and made him as comfortable as he could 
in his comfortless tepee. Then he took down his guUi 
his eye flashing yengeance, declaring he wonid shoot 
Hut-te-ste-mi, who had shot the white boy. This, 
John, in his forgiving spirit^ overruled ; so he pat up 
his gun and went forth, hatchet in hand, to 'avenge the 
deed by a demand of the pistol, which he smashed 
upon a stone, thus inciting the anger of the would-be 
hoy murderer, and endangering his own lifa 

Eu-kosh-nu dare not be found at his own house, and 
to protect his captive, whose life was now more than 
befcm in danger, had him taken to his cousin's, about 
half a mile distant Good care was ,<zi \'en to his wound 
during the five days he remained there, and the ball 
extracted from his side. 

One month later, thirty lodges of the vicinity were 
struck, and the occupants fell in with Little Crow's 
party, who having been ousted in battles, had started 
Ibr Devil's lake, in the north of Dakota Territory, 
where it was their intent to mass their forces, after re- 
ceiving all the pledges of assistance from other tribes 
they could get 

The w< jiuided, suifering cap Live must go with them 
on this long, wearisome journey. B.e walked the firrt 
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day, as his captor liad no way for him to ride, who 
seeiog be could not hold out thus another day, gave 
him to his relative^ who protected him at Big Stone 
laka He rode in the waL^on of his new owner the 
rest of the way, and was with him. duiing the remain- 
der of his eupAyity. 

Instead of remaining at Devil's lake, a portion of 
this party . passed on to the Missouri river, among 
whom was John Juli^ The cold had now become * 
intense, and the snow was deep; still time savage 
wanderers continue to move on, following up the wind- 
ings of the river, till, after an abundanoe of sameness 
in experience) an moampment of Yanktons, five hun- 
dred lodges strong, falls in their way. Here they 
rested and feasted on bufEalo meat for five days, whm 
they were joined by littie Grow wid:i raxty lodges, 
with whom they remained during the rest of the 
winter. 

None of these were stationaiT: The Yanktons 

• broke camp and went in one direction, Little Crowds 
camp in another. The latter was very desirous to 
make peace with the Aiickarees, (conmionly known 

as the Rees,)and obtain their assistance in his anticipa- 
ted campaign against the whites in the spring. Littie 
Grow compelled the captive boy to go in fiK>nt) wh^ 
his dolet-ation went forward to meet the delepration of 
iiees, that if trouble ensued lie might be first to suffer. 
The object of tiie embassy being known, there fi^ow* 
ed an assent, a shaking of hands, and the smoking of 
pipes. But scarcely had the itees reached the protec- 
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ti>!i o£ their own people, when thay commenced firing; 
Thm wm imong them a peace and an anti-peaee 

party, the latter the strongest and of course oveiv 
ruling iormer. Our little hero was again wounded 
m tlia fleshy part oi hia kg* Eight Sioax weie killed 
and one squaw, during the battle, whieh lasted fixsm 
noun till 8uudowu. Little Crow was completely routed, 
and letreated for the camp wheie he had wintered, 
• faty mi]as distant This was the last of April 

The won iH led boy tried hard to keep up with the 
rfttrfatring party, and after running five miles^ his leg 
beeame too painM to proceed, and he hid himself 
to avoid tlic enemv in pursuit At dark, however, he 
followed in their trail, and after traveiling all lughtand 
the following day, reached the Sioux camp^ wheie 
they were safe Iruiu their pursuers. 

Little Grow again bends his steps toward3 Devil's 
lake, and for the first fire days they are entirely destir 

tuto of fiVMl Fifty miles above Devil's lake, 

the trader irom iSt. Joseph, met them with a parley 
for their furs, tar which tiiey received pioyisions and 
blankets. We mention this because it is an impor- 
tant link in the chain of circumstances which led to 
the boy's releasa This trader earned the tidings of 
this boy's ca])tivity, as also, the two others then at 
other points, to St Joe, when the kind hearted priest 
arranged for him to buy them. 

The owner of the boy was reluctant to sell him, he 
preferred rather to take him to the aettlemeat and de- 
liver him up^ in proof of his ftiendship for the wMtaii 
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combined with the testimoiiy of the treatment he had 
reoeiTed while in his care. He had exacted nothing 
unreasonable, had not required him to work, and wlien 
he sold a pony for a cap, coat, vest^ pants, three shirts, 
a pair of etoddngs and a blanketi he clothed his cap- 
tiye with them instead of himself The other Indians 
would not accede to his wish to go to the settlement^ 
and thinking that Gton. Sibley, to whom be had hoped 
to deliver Um, wonld not come into the neighborhood, 
he finally consented to sell him ; and on the 13th of 
June he reacdied St Joseph, where he was receiyed bj 
Ae priest and kindly cared finr while he remainedi and * 
was sent to St Paul, where he arrived the 17th of Sep- 
temb^, glad to be once more in ci vilized life, with the 
hope of a speedy leonion with the remnant of his 
father's ikmilj. 



CHAPTER LXIX 



PBOGB£SS OF THE EXPEDITION. 

Slowly, bat sorely, plodded on the gigantic train, 

with, all the drawbacks which beset its course. Little 
or no lain had visited thsm^ and thm fdl scarcely a 
diop of daw to relieve the aridity of the earth, wMIe 
the heat was much of the time one hundred degrees or 
more, and the hot sirocco air, when filled witili dxifit| 
was almost nnendnrable The true man may die, bat 
he never fails. Whatever the discouragements, he is 
true to his purpose, and if he dies, it with the harness 
on, and his mantle fiills on another, as teue as hireseilf 
Clouds may be around him, hut, eagle-like, he soars 
above them, and heeds not the muttering thunde rs, or 
tihe tongae of calumny. Thesame rear fire which follow- 
ed the expedition now, was kept up all tlirougli the 
campaign of the previous faU. It is an easy matter to 
find ^Biult, while reclining at ease in one's office or 
home ; but not so easy to perform, successfully, a great 
and important work, and meet, at the same time, tho 
impatient demand of the publia 

The objects of the expedition were kept constantly 
in view, irom the first The release of the prisoners 
was successfully accomplished. The punishment of 
guilty parties followed, so &r as the action of the Qen- 
eml commanding was concerned, and over three hun- 
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dred guilty warriors and muiderers were condemned to 
death. Tkat they were not executed, waano &iilt of 
hia The mprme law the army forbids ihe eoo&eyMon 
of any denience of court martial^ without the sanction (f 
^ PreddeifU of the United States. Where, then, rests 
llie blame? 

Still, unmoved by the clamor of iiault-finders, the 
expedition was pnshii^ on to the desired end, though 
neyer an !bidian had ibey seen. At last diey come 
upon their trail — tent poles and camp fire reiuama, 
where game had been cooked, and other signs evince 
their neam^s — as they adrance towaid the Missouri. 

Days — weeks had pcissed, and no tidings came irom 
the main cdmnn to the anxious outer world; and 
nothing was known of them at Gamp AtcUnson. But 
they were far fiom being idlers or laggards in the field, 
and were fisur in the heart of the enemy's country, 
away fiom civilization and refinement, amid scenery 
though beautiful to the eye, devoid of all other at- 
. tnu^tions — the country poor, in the extreme — fidly 
determined to mete to the foe Ae justdee they merited. 
Nor was it a boy*s play to bring about this grand re- 
sult. Every man felt the responsibility of his position, 
and worked as if success depended alone on him. 
Time was ll}dng fiiiit and events were hastening to 
their final issue. 

At last it is known, for GoL Marshall brings the tid- 
ings that three several enga^rernenUs have taken place, 
in which the enemy, more than two thousand strong, 
the largest Indian force e^er giving battle, had been 
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oompialdy roated, with heavy lom^ and driyai in iQr> 

ror uihI <K>nfusion across the Missouri river. 

CoL Marahall left the expeditum after one day on 
ihe retnni march, and performed the hazardona trip of 
nearly lour huudred miles m seven days, and much 
of the way without aa escort and <mly two scouta 
The main Aatnraa of the haftlieB we leave the reader 
to get from the official report of the commanding offi- 
OQc: Some itema, however, not therein mentionedi 
may not be uninteresting. 

The great Sioux camp, when discovered by our for- 
0601 were in oonaultation for proposing terms of peaoe^ 
instigated to this by Standing Bnffido, who had long 
since declared his intention to deliver himself up, 
whenever opportunity oftered to do sa To this prop- 
osition all hat eight daring, reckleas ycmng braves ocm- 
sented, wlio mounted their horses and rode swiftly 
away. A party followed to bring them in, and had 
jnst oome np with them cm the hiU ov^looking the 
camp of white men. The scouts went up to parley, 
and several messages were returned from them to in* 
dividualsi among which was a specisl request fiom 
Standing Buffido to Qwrgb Spencer, to '^come over 
and see him." George lacked no confidence in the 
ihendiy chie^ but something whispered him, ^*go not 
up," and fortunately he obeyed the monitory voica 
Several of the men followed the scouts, and even 
shook bauds with several Indian acquaintance& — 
Among these was Doct Weiser, fix>m Shakopee, Sm> 
geon of the Mounted Rangers; but scarcely had he 
spoken to one, when one oi the determined eight came 
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behind and skot liim througk the heart He fell from 
his hoEse and mnrer spohd again. The soouts returned 
tlie fire, when ibe Indiana Ml beck behind the ridge, 

firing as thej went One of them was slightly wonnded 
by a spent ball^ which had passed through a rubber 
blanket K^led up on his saddla All peace overtures 
were now at an end. Those who had encouraged a 
surrender ''fell in" to save themselves from their own 
people. Standing BufEalo, still persistent in his peace 
principles, ran away to tiie north, where he remained 
many weeks afterwards. 

The fighting propensities of the savages were roused 
to their Ml tension, and their awful war*whoop rang 
thiongh all the prairie air. It was three o'clock in 
the afternoon of July 24th, 1863, when Gen. Sibley 
codered his troops forward to meet the foe. Then 
aioee a terrible thunder storm, which shook the earth, 
and sent a bolt of lightning into their midst, killing 
one man and his horse instantly. For three full hours 
the contest raged, when the savages fled in wild confu- 
sion. The mounted regiment of OoL McPhail pressed 
on in pursuit, while the main l)(Mly of the infantry, 
having marched from early mom till three o'clock be- 
fore engaging the enemy, went into camp. ' 

An unhappy mistake^ (for such will occur in mili- 
tary circles as well as in well regulated families,) oc- 
curring at this time, has furnished food for the the ca- 
pacious, craving stomach of calumny. But we think 
it due to the General commanding, to set the &cts be- 
fore the world in their true light, and as we obtained 
them from one who heard the order, and received and 
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executed an auxiliary —whose statemenig are aibev^ 

suspicion of cavil, we vouch for their correctness. 

Why was not the advantage gained at tiie fibrst hat- 
tie followed up, and the Indians more severely pun* 

ished ? is the query of dissatisfaction. We reply, such 
was the design. We have seen CoL McPhail's cavalryi 
supported by the Seventh of infantry, under Lieut 
Col. Marshall, in pursuit of the fleeing foe, to be fol- 
lowed by the main column. But no man or body of 
men can accomplish imp088ibilitie& It will be reool* 
lected that they had marched that day forty miles, be- 
fore engaging the enemy. The advance scouts had 
just reported at head-quarters^ the finding of the ene- 
my's trail, when Captain Forbes, of the Commissary 
Department, rode to the front to say that the teams 
were giving out, and they were near the only water 
reported for several miles. Accordingly iihey went 
into camp. 

"You ride to Col. McPhail — tell him not to pursue 
the enemy after dark, but to act discretionary as to a 
bivouac on the prairie," was the verbal and definite 
order given by Gen. Sibley to Lieut. Beever, who vol- 
unteered to deliver it This was foUowed by another 
to the Chief Clerk of the Commissary Department *Hx> 
start three days' rations to reach the advancing force 
early in the morning. Promptly the last order was 
executed, and five loaded teams were on the way by 
eleven o'clock that night, but when one mile out 
straggiei*s were met, and hpally the entire pursmng forca 
The order had been strangely misunderstood, and its 
most important phraseology delivered in a positive "re- 
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tam to Gusp.^ The regret of its \j^r^ wm V/'> k"/.'- 
ant fcrcBBBore wfaoa he awoke to tlik Mvntr </.«i<«'.i-# 

Bui iiis wa^ t^wj noble a natun* Xi<A iv^/iur* n»f*^, 
cent of all bljumey evea though hi)^ ow4» liiiiij* m^f*-*' m 
branded on histeic page, nod he fim^r ^ r i^ut'** / ' 
mistake to his comrades, nii^k awa^WJ jh* v;;;^/*- . »» < 
to do so before the worUL Ji^ hi^^^j* 
of the woods in which he met uuKtu**- * / ^ 
llis living testiiiiony eajjiiui *'r.'/f»*";«.U * 'y» 

whom an envious world t)jr'>fw» ii<*^ UiMs* f - / 

noUy suffiBTO the tongue of fjiii uf iii»y 

lit^iess for the comiriaud. f a*ju*jjr liiixr * */. , * j 
defenseless dead quul And Uiuk li ia^v 

At last th^ hare repuWd liA *9Uhft** •$ t .. / , > 

cessive battles, kiiimg a iarjf*, Jiyuii/*;' ,/ 

in large force, aeiXMttlie II iiMP^' - ^'^^ # ' 
and the expedilioD% eKiiEWi|^f«Mi* j i'*"' ' ' ' 

forest, interspersed with ii itif<x\ /*' ui > , t 

the most imj>eael£aAJuk» ^ ai' w^u^a^, '^t^ '*^k^,t>^» 

Imper&ct IndiiA taiib fail t<ii«/*^l^i. t^«<^« 

but, forbidding ae w<^n; <5»«m*#ii*»w,^a^ ^ < / 

as valorous a luau m t^/^ ^ *4y*M. . / ^ 

Yolnnleea to ioii*jw k^nu U^m. JA/j \,t',^'i ^*> j 

shelling die wood< aiid »</iM^ii^ w ^/tvni^ • / 

drew rein at it*- uiiO 0^*1; /• ' - - ' ' *^ 'i ' 

horaes fixm th^ WiM>5i v^ru»^^ a'.^' i^^" ' /" »- 

truly refteiidLUig, alter iiavn^; on^rttr itt^r-yj*^, 

days:, but braf;k.i^;^ ^n\A^.r. Wi.i** mj< t«*4,y i^tum 4huJ 

ly into tbe livtr, a waruHiy^, t^^* thi^iu w 

make (^okk tixae ia feturii W caujj^^ 
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Acrain it is inquired, why this last engagement was 
not the iimJe of the Indian war, and why thay were 
not followed acfoas the river? 

We hii\c .shuvvu the nature of tlie ground between 
them and the river. In the language of anothePi 
^hite men cannot fight naked, and draw their snbeis- 
tence li\>iii ilit; lakes, weKxls uiid prairies, as the Indians 
can." Thej mnst have their baggage wagon and pro- 
vision train, otherwise they cannot cany on an offen- 
sive war. Men and animals were well nigh exhausted 
when they reached the Missouri : besides the commis- 
sary stores were scaroely sufficient for return rafcioii& 
They would h;a e had great difficulty in getting the 
teams through the dense forest, and then three days' 
time would have been consumed in dossing, whiieh 
would have given the enemy three days' start, else 
they would have been all this time exposed to tJieir 
lire. 

"White people," says Mr. Kiggs, "are superior to an 
Indian in a thousand things, but fighting is not one of 
them. Our big guns, and our long range muskets 
and our better drills, give us an advantage over them. 
But in fleeing and fighting, fighting and fieeing, they 
are our superiors. Moreover; they cover a retreat 
most beautifully. K any one supposes it is an easy 
matter to annihilate these Arabs of the dosiert, let him 
try it Perhaps he wiH come back a wise man." 
iSome a^k, he says, "why Gen. Sibley did not kill more 
Indians ? We reply, ^Hiej would not stay to be kill- 
ed" He might have disgraced his humanity and 
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killed the Teton .boy — he might have killed an old ^ 
woman biought in by the scouts, and in one or two 

other instances he might have performed like humane 
aots, had he been a brute, but manhood triui^phed, 
and aside from these, not an Indian escaped that ooidd 
be reached by hand ur bullet 

Every man, whether he has been in a campaign or 
not, claims the privilege of deciding how a campaign 
should be conducted, and the qualiiication of its Gen- 
eral A free country guarantees to them this right, 
however great the injustice of that decision. 

If we l ook to historic facts, we lind no more success- 
ful campaigns against the Indians, than have been those 
of Gen. Sibley ; and all in it^ with whom we have con- 
versed, agree that all was done which human wisdom 
and human energy could do. Let us not forget the 
vast army power, and the forty millions of money ex- 
pended in unsuccessfol attempts to drive the Seminoles 
from their swamp retreate, in Florida. A fish, thrown 
fiom its native element^ will flounce about for a little 
while, and die of itself So with the envious tongua 
As sure as water finds its level, time and an overmling 
Pro vi loner will work all right The name of Henry 
£L Sibley will live on history's unsullied page. Pos^ 
terity will laud him, when tliose of liis calumniators 
will be lost in the great whirlpool of oblivion. 

We ignore any claim, in the military line, from po- 
litical prei'crence. The ri^dit man in thu right place, is 
om* motto. Gen. Sibley is a Democrat — a loyal, con- 
scientious one, we have no doubt ; while the writer is 
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a wool-dyod BepnbKcaiv (if expreBsioii on this point is 

admissible,) and when WOMAN'S RIGHTS (?) prevail, 
shall Yote that ticket^ sirongj bat, then, aa now, will ao- 
oord to every man his due. 



« 
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THS GAPTTTBS OF A TBTOK. 

On the monm^ of the 28th of Julj, just as Gtea 
Sibley's oommand was breaking eamp at Stony lake, 

tliej were attacked by Indians, in full lorce, aud atier 
three hours of sharp fighting, r^nlsed the foe, who 
fled toward the Missouri, and moved on in pursuit 
Mr. Spencer, under the escort of scouts, fiill of the 
spirit of adventare, 1^ the main oolnmn in the dim 
distance, and discovered a solitary pony, quietly gra- 
zing, about a mile to the le& Putting spurs to their 
horses^ they started for its eaptoie. As they approach* 
ed it, a dark, inotioiiless object was seen lying upon 
the ground. Coming nearer, some one cried out, ''It's 
an old bufblo robe;" but.a8 one stooped to pick it up, 
it sprang from the earth, and bounded oif like a deer, 
being extended to full size, and flymg swiftly, in a zig- 
zag manner. It was a broad mark for the carbines, but 
where in it was the motive power ? It was inipossible 
to telL Some thirty shots were ^red^ all hitting the 
robe, but still he kept on with the same zigzag course, 
and a constant motion, from side to side, of the robe, 
so that it seemed impossible to hit him. 

At last, Bottineau, the chief guide, reined up to him, 
put a revolver to his bead, and fired, bui he dodged 
the balL He now stopped, dropped the robct ajml 
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threw up both haads^ in token of sniiender. The • 
robe was literally riddled with baUs^ but not a scratch 

was on ilia person, and he had enlisted the sympathy* 
and admiration of his captors^ for his brave and gallant 
bearing. He was unarmed, save with a knife, stuck in 
his belt, which he silently threw away, on being order- 
ed to do sa He was plaoed behind one of the scouts, 
and l»K)ught before Gneneral Sibley, to whom he ex- 
tended his hand in iiiendly salute, which was not ta- 
ken ; but with stem eye upon him, the General ques- 
tioned him closely, till well satisfied with the truth 
his statement, wh^ they shook hands, and were friends. 
He belonged to the Teton band, one of the largest di- 
» visions of the Dakota nation, living west of tiie Mis- 
souri river, taking no part in the war. Ilis father wa3 
one of the head chieft, md the son had come out on a 
visit to the Tanktonians, and learning they were soon 
to have a fight with the *'Long Knives," curiosity led 
himontoseeit He retired with the repulsed Indians^ 
but coming to a little valley of good grass, stopped to 
let his pony gi'aze, and, wrapping himself in his robe, 
laid down to rest, and was ii^tst a&leep> before he knew 
it, and thus the scouts had oome upon him. 

For the five days that he remained prisoner, General 
Sibley oansed him to be treated according to the dig- 
nity of his rank, as heir-apparent to the diieftainship. 
He became strongly attached to Mr. liiggs, and seldom 
left his sida Mr. Spencer says, *'he was not more than 
twenty years old, and his was as fine a [q)ecimen of the 
human form, as he ever beheld." 
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When the return order was given, General Sibley 
wrote a letter to his &ther, commending the wisdom of 

his course, in refusing to take up the tomahawk against 
. the whites, saying he wished them to know that the 
whites were a merciM people, and though his son 
had been captured among the hostile Indians, he had 
spared his life, and permitted him to return to his own 
peopla This was, no doubt, a stroke of good policy, 
as the death of this young Teton would have exasper- 
ated his tribe, and rendered the Indian war much more 
formidable than otherwise. 

A few days after the dismissal of the young Teton, 
a party of miners, hch in gold dust, washed horn the 
dqmits of Idaho^ were descending the Missouri, at the 
very spot where our men went down to drink. Indians 
were all aiound, ready to spring from the weeds and 
bushes, and the young Tentcm, desiring peace, rushed 
toward them, lioidiiig the letter to his father, over his 
head. But they understood not the signal, and shot him 
dead, when they were at once-8ummiided,>aQd^ though 
fighting desperately, and killing more than twice their 
number, every man of them was killed, and all the lioh 
avaite <^ toil f(^ into Ihe qmiler's hands. 



CHAPTER LXXL 



DEATH OF LIEUT. BEEVER. 

While OoL Crooks and his regiment were at the river, 

General Sibley, becoming aware of the proximity of 
Indiana, and the dangers which surrounded them, exe- 
cuted an order for their return to camp, which the bold 
and daring Lieutenant Beever volunteered to deliver. 
He was unmolested by the way, and though desired by 
CoL Crooks to remain until the men should be formed, 
and return under their protection, he was too la^oe a 
soldier to disregard the discretionary order of a supe- 
rior officer. Midway in the forest, the trail forked in 
several directions — unfortunately, he took thewioog 
one, though it would just as soon have brou^^t him 
into camp. 

Col Crooks returned, and though Lieut Beever 
messed with him, his tent was at Oen. ^bley's head- 
quarters, and far several home his absence was not no- 
ticed, each party supposing him with the other. Night 
shadows had &llen upon the encampment before in- 
quiry arose in relation to him, and no little alarm was 
created when it was known that he had not been seen 
since receiving the message Jtrom CoL Crooks. 

The sudden disappearance of one in universal &vor, 
cast a gloom over the camp. Thursday, July BQth, 
Gen. Sibley sent out a command of eleven companies 
under CoL Crooks, to make tho]t>ugh reconnoissanceof 
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the woods, and if possible, find bis body, and ibat oC 

private Miller, who was missed the same day. The 
latter had said, before going out, that ^'he warUed a shotJ' 
He reoeiyed a ^wt^ but wbeliher be gave one or not, is 
unknown. He was found scalped, not far from Lieut. 
Beever, but whether the same rencounter terminated 
both lives^ of course will ever be unknown, unless the 
facts be imparted by some friendly Indian. 

But a short distance from where Lieut Beever lay, 
were two pools of blood, proving pretty condusively 
that he had not yielded his life without a recompense. 
His horse had been shot through the head, and three 
arrows were in his back, and a ball had passed through 
his body, but the finale had been the blow from a tom- 
ahawk. He was a *'good shot" — had with him two re- 
yolveacs, carrying eleven balls, which had doubtless, 
found sure lodgment, the dead or wounded Vidians 
having been carried off by their comrades. 

The remains were duly prepared and deposited in 
as good a co£Bn as could be obtained, and with his 
body servant (between whom and himself there was a 
mutual attachment,) as chief mourner, followed by al- 
most tijbe entire conmiand, was placed in his prairie 
grave, near that of Dooter Weiser, there to rest till the 
"graves give up their dead," 

This event was one of the saddest connected with 
the campaign. Fredmck J. Holt Beever was an En- 
glish gentleman of means and education, travelling for 
his health and improvement His love of romance 
and adventure led him to embrace the op];)ortunity of- 
fered by the expedition, for seeing the western prairies, 
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and he was attached to Greneral Sibley^s stafl^ as vol- 
unteer Aid-de-oamp. He was a jovial, social mail, 
hmve, energetio and reliable, and after 'life's fltfol 

fever," iu hiii ione and lowly bed he resta welL 



i^kjui^cd by Google 



CHATOEU LXXn. 

TSBlflNUS OF THE OAUPAiaK. 

In obedience to the order given below, the campaign 
was ended, and on Satoiday morning, Aug. Ist^ oomr 
menoed retracing their steps towaids civilization and 

friends : 

"It is proper for the Brigadier-General commanding 
to announce to you that the march to the west and 
Boudi is completed, and that on to-morrow the column 
will move homewards, to discharge such other duties 
connected with the objects of the expedition, on the 
way, as may from time to time present themseLyes. 

"In making this announcement, Gen. Sibley express- 
es also his high gratification that the campaign has been a 
complete success. The design of the Government in 
chastising ihe savages, and thereby preventing, far the 
future, the raids upon the frontier, lias been accomplish- 
ed. You have routed the niisci-eants who murdered our 
people last year, banded, as they were, with the pow- 
erful Uj^per Sioux, to the number oi nciulj 2,000 war- 
riors, in three successful engagements, with heavy losS| 
and driven them, in oonfusion and dismay, across the 
Missouri river, leaving behind them all their vehicles, 
pix) visions and skins designed for clothing, which have 
bean destroyed. Forty-ibur bodies of waniora have 



S86 



DAKOTA WAB WHOOP. 



been Ibimd, and many otherB concealed or taken a^ ay, 
aoomding to the eustom of theae savages^ so that it 
18 eertain thej lost in killed and wotomded, not less 

than from oue hundred and twenty to one hundred 
and fifty men. All this has been accomplished with 
the eompamtiyely trifling loss on onr part of three 

killed and as many wounded. Yon have marched 
Mirly six hundred miles from SsL Panl, and the 
power fti l bands of the Dakotas, who hare hitherto held 
undisputed possetision of the great praihea, have ^uc- 
combed to yoor valor and discipline, and sought safe- 
ty in flight The intense heat and dix^ught have 
caused much suilering, which you have endured with- 
out a murmur. The companies of the Oth, Tth, 9th 
and 10th regiments of Minnesota Volunteers, and of 
the 1st regiment Minnesota Mounted Bangers, and the 
scouts of the batteiy, have amply sustained the repu- 
tation of the State by their bravery and endurance, 
amidst unknown dangers and great hardships. Each 
has had the opportunity to distingniBh itaelf against a 
foe at least equal in numbers to itself. 

*'It would be a gratiJdcation if these, remorseless 
sayages could have bemi pursued and literally extirpa- 
ted, for their crimes and barbarities merited sucli a full 
measure of punishment; .but men and animals are 
alike eadiausted after so long a march, and a fturther 
pursuit would (^ily be futile and hopeless. The mil* 
itary results of the campaign have been completely 
accomplished^ for the savages have not only been des- 
troyed in great numbers, and their main strength 
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broken, but their prospects for the future are b< '|>ules3 
indeed, for they can seaicely escape starvatioii duriag 
the approacbiiig winter. 

"It IB pecaliarlj gratifying to the Brigadier-General 
commanding, to know that the tremendous fatigues 
and manifold dangeia of the expediticm thus £Bhr, have 
entailed ao small a loasof life in his command A less 
careful policy than that adopted, might have effected 
the destruction of more of the enemy, but that could 
only have been done by a proportional ezposore on onr 
part and the consequent loss of many more lives, bring- 
ing sorrow and moumiDg.to our hornet Let us, there- 
fore, letium thanks to a mercifiil Ood for his manifest 
interposition in our tVivrir. -mkI for the success attendant 
npon our efforts to secure peace to the borders of our 
own State, and of onr neighborsand friends in Dakota 
Territory, and as we pi*oceed on our march toward 
those most near and dear to us, let us be prepared to 
disehaige other duties which may be imposed npon 
us during our journey, with cheerfol and wflling 
heai-ts. 

*^o the Begimental and company officers of his 
command, the Brigadier-General commanding tenders 

his warmest thanks for their co-o[»t: ration and aid on 
BYery occasion during the progress of the column 
through the heart of an unknown r^on, inhabited by 
a subtle and merciless foe. 

"For the Meuds and fiunilies of our fallen comrades 
we have onr warmest sympathies to offer in Hkexr be- 
reavement. 
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i^neral Sihlej takes ihis oooaaon to express bk 
appreetatioii of ihe actLvity and seal diqpl&yed by the 

inem})ers of his staff, one and alL 
*^By command of 

^^BBiaADDBR-GXNBRAL SXBLET." 

The night previous to leaving, seveial shots were 
fired iiito camp by prowling Indians, who on the fol- 
lowing morning made theii* appearance to the number 
of thirty or forty, determined to annoy where they 
oould do nothing mora 



CHAPTER LXXm. . 

^WlOJAL KSFOKT OF BBiQADJMSL a£N£BAL HKNBT B. 

msLST TO MAJ. em fofk 

Majob: — My last diq)atch was dated 21st ultimo, 
fiom Oamp OKn, in wbioh I had tlie honor to inform 

Major General Pope, that I had left one-third of my 
force in an intrenched position at Camp Atchinson, 
ftnd was then one day's march in advance, with 1,400 
infantry and 500 cavalry, in the direction where the 
main body of the Indians were supposed to be. Dnr* 
ing.the three following days, I pursned a course some- 
what west of south, making fifty nnies, ha\ing crossed 
the James liyer and the great coteau of the Missouri. 
On the 24ih, about 1 P. M., being considerably in ad* 
Tance of the main column, with some of the officers 
of my staff, engaged in looking out for a sidtable 
camping ground, the command haying mmt^ed stead- 
ily from 5 A. M., some of my scouts came to me at full 
speed, and reported that a large camp of Indians had 
just before passed, and great numbers of warriors 
could be seen upon the prairie two or three miles dis- 
tant I immediately corralled my ti;uii upon the 
shore of a salt lake near by, and established my camp, 
which was rapidly intrenched by Col. Crooks, to whom 
was entrusted that duty, for the security of the trans- 
portaticNi in case of attack, a precaution I had taken 
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whcMYer we encamped for many days pTevioa& — 

Wliile the earthworks were being pushed forward, par- 
Uc& t>r ladiaufi, more or less nuTnerous, appeared upon 
Ike hills aioand na, and one of my half-breed soonts, 
a relative of "Red Plume," a Sissiton chief, hitherto 
<q>poeed to the war, approached suiiiciently near to 
oonyene with him. **Bed Plume" tdd him to warn 
me tlmt the piaii wiis formed to invite me to a council 
with some of my auperun* oflksi&r&^ to ahoot us without 
ceremony, and then attack my command in great force, 
trusting to destroy the whole of it 

The Indiana ventured near the qpot where a portion 
of my aooata had taken position^ three at four hundred 
yards liom our camp, and conversed with them in an 
apparently friendly manner, some of them profefiaiiig 
a desire for peace Suigeon Joseph Weiser, of ihe 
First Minnesota Mounted Bangers, incautiously joined 
the group of acohtSi when a youx^ savage, doubtlefla 
supposing from his uniform and horse equipments that 
he was an oiiicer oi rank, pretended great thendship 
and delight at seeing him ; but when within afew foet^ 
treacherously shot him through the heart The scouts 
dischaiged their pieces at the murderer, but he escaped, 
leaving his hone behind. The body of Dr. Weiser 
was inamediately brought into camp, unmutilated, save 
by the bail that killed hmi. Dr. Weiser was univer- 
sally esteemed, being skillful in his pfofession, and a 
kind and courteous gentleman. 

This outrage precipitated an immediate engagement 
The savages in great numbers, concealed by the ridges, 
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had encircled those portions of the camp not flanked 
bj the lake referred to^ imd oommeuoed an attack. 

C6L HcPhaily with two companiesi sabeeqneotly le- 
enforced by others as thej conld he P[)ared from other 
points, was directed to drive tiie enemy from the vi- 
einity of the hill where I>r« Wdeer was shot^ while 
those companies of the 7th Regiment under Lieut Col. 
Marshall and MafcH: Bradley, and one company of the 
lOlh Begiment^ under Capt Edgerton, was dispatched 
to 8app(»rt Ihrn. Taking with me a fflx-pounder under 
the command of Lieut Whipple, I ascended the hill 
towards ''Big Mound, ' on the opposite sicte of the xa- 
Tine, and opened fire with spherical case shot upon the 
Indians who had obtained possession of the uj)per part 
ctf the large raTine^ and of the smaller ones tributary 
to it^ under the pioteelaon of whidi they could annoj 
the in£mtry and cavalry without exposure on their 
part. 

This flank and rakdng fire of artillery drore them 

firom these hiding places into Ae broken prairie, where 
they were successively dislodged from the ridges, being 
ntterlj unable to resisi the steady adranee of the 7th 
Begiment and the Rangers, but fled before them in 
confusion. Wiiiie iLese events were occumng on the 
rights the left of the camp was also threataied by a 
finrmidable body cf warriom GoL OroolcB, whose n^g* 
iment (the 6th,) was posted on tiiat side, was ordered 
to dqploj part of his ocHnmand as sldnnishen and to 
Pledge the enemy. This was gaillanily done, the CJoL 
directing in pereon the movements of one part of his 
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deUichcd forcei and Lieut GdL Ayerill of the other, 
Miyor MoLami winmining in eommmd of thai portion 

<rf the reicriment required as part of the camp guard. 

The savages were steadily driven from one strong 
position after another, nnder a severe fire, untile feeling 
tlieir utter innbility to contend longer with our soldiers 
in the open lield, they joined their brethren in one oom- 
mon flight Upon moving forward with my stafl^ to a 
coiumaTuiiTiLT point which overlooked the field^ I dis- 
covered the whole body of Indians, numbering 
one thoosand to fifteen hundred, letinng in oomfiision 
fiom tlie combat, while a duik line of moving objects 
on the distant hills indicated the locality of their fam- 
ilies. I immediately dispatched orders to GoL Me- 
Phail, who had now received an accession of force 
from other companies of his Mounted Eegiment, to 
press on witii all expedition and &11 upon the rear of 
the enemy, but not to continue the pursuit after night- 
fidl, and Lieut CoL Marshall was directed to follow 
and support him with the oompanies o£ the Tth^ and 
Oaptain Edgerton's oompany of the 10th, accompanied 
by one six-pouuder, and one section of Minnesota how- 
itEers undor Captain JonesL 

At the same time, all the companies of the 6th and 
10th regmients, except twQ from each which were left 
as a camp guard, were ordered to rendesm>u6, and to 
proceed in the same direction, but they had so far to 
march from their respective posts, beiore arriving at 
the point occupied by myself and stafl^ that I felt con* 
winced of the uselessness of thdr proceeding farther, 
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the otiber portbns of the pursuing force being eoaie 

miles in the advance, and I accordingly directed their 
retom to eampu 

The cavalry gallantly fallowed the Indians, and kept 
up a running figlit until nearly dark, killing and 
wounding many of their warriors, the inlantry 
under Lieut OoL Marshall being kept at a double 
quick iu their rear. The order to Col. MePliaii was 
improperly delivered, as requiring him to return to 
camp, instead of leaving it discretionary with him to 
bivouac iu the prairie. Consequently he reti'aced his 
way with his weary men and horses, followed by the 
still more wearied infimtry, and arrived at the camp 
early the next morning, its I was about to move for- 
ward with the main columiL Thu^ ended the battle 
of the Big If ound. 

The severity of the labor of the entire command 
may be appreciated, when it is considered that the en- 
gagement only eommenced ad^er the day's march was 
nearly completed, and that the Indians were chased at 
least twelv e miles, making altogether full forty miles 
performed without rest 

. The march of the cavabry, of the 7th regiment, and 

of "B" com])any of the 10th regiment, in returning to 
camp after the tremendous efforts of the day, is almost 
unparalleled, and it told so fearfully upon men and 
animals that a forward movement eoidd not take place 
until the 26th, when I marched, at an early hour. 
ColiHiel Baker had been left in command of the camp 
(named by the oliicers Camp Sibley,) during the en- 

Q 
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gagement of the previous day, and all the arrange- 
mcuts for its security were actively and judiciously 
made, aided as be was by that excellent ofdcer, Lieut. 
Colonel Jennison, of the same regiinent 

Upon arriving at the camp from which the Indians 
bad been drivea in such hot baste, vast quantities of 
dried meat, tallow and boffido robes, cooking utensils^ 
and other indispensal)]e articles were found concealed 
in tbe long reeds around tbe lake, all of which were, 
by my directioxi, collected and destroyed. For miles 
along the route, the prairie was strewn with like evi- 
dences of a hasty flight CoL McPhail had previous- 
ly advised me that beyond Dead BufUo lake, as £sir 
as the pursuit of the Indians had continued, I would 
find neither wood nor water. I consequently estabiish' 
ed my camp on the border of that lake^ and yeiy soooi 
afterwards parties of Indians made their appearance, 
tiireatening an attack. I directed Capt Jones to re- 
pair with his seotian of six-pounders, supported by 
Capt Ohase, with his company of pioneers, to a oom* 
mauding point, about six hundred yards in advance 
and I proceeded there in persoai. I found that C!oL 
Crooks had taken position mth two companies of his 
regiment, commanded by Captain and Lieut, Grant, to 
eheck the advance of the Indians in that quartec. 
An engagement ensued at long ranges the Indians 
being too w^ary to attempt to close, although greatly 
superior in number& The spherical case from the 
six-pounders eoon caused a hasty retreat from that lo> 
cality, but pei'ceiviug it to be ikeir inicutioa to make 
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a flank movement on the left of the camp, in force, 
Capt Taylor, with his company of Moanled Bangers, 
was dispatched to retard their progress in that quarter. 
He was attacked by the enemy in large numbers, but 
manAilly held his ground until recalled, and ordered 
to support Ideiit Colonel Averill, who, with two com- 
panies of the 6th regiment, deployed a» fekirmi&hers, 
had been ordered to hold the savages in check. 

The whole affair was aUy oondncted by these offi- 
cers, bnt the increasing numbers of the Indians, who 
were, well mounted, enabled them, by a circuitous 
roiite, to dash towards the extreme left the camp, 
evidently with a view to stampede the mules herded 
on the shore of the lake. 

This daring attempt was firustoted by the rapid mo- 
tioiKS of the companies of Mounted Bangers, command- 
ed by Captains Wilson and Davy, who met the enemy 
and repulsed them with loss, while Haj. McLaren, 
with equal pix)mptitude, threw out along an extended 
line, the six companies of the 6th regiment, und^ his 
immediate command, thus entirely securing that flank 
of tlie camp from further attacks. The savages, agum 
foiled in their designs, fled with precipitation, leaving 
a number of their dead upon the prairie — and the 
battle of Dead Buffalo lake was ended. 

On the 27th, I resumed the march, following the 
trail of the retreating Indians until I reached Stony 
lake, where the exhaustion of the animals requued 
me to ^camp, although grass was very scarce. 

The next day, the 28th, took place the greatest con- 



■^Uiyiiizeo 



896 



DAKOTA WAE WHOOP. 



flict betwrai our troope and the IncUans, so &r as nnm- 

Imts wt*rt» ooiK't»nic<l, which 1 have named the battle 
of *'8u>ny Lake" Kegularij alternatiiig eack day, 
the 10th regiment, under GoL Baker, was in &e 
atlvain't' ami h»a<linjr the column, as the train t^)iled up 
the long hilL As i passed Col. Baker, I directed him to 
deploy two companies of the 10th as skirmishera Part 
the wa<^(ms were still in the cainp under the guard 
of the 7th regiment, when,- as I reached the top of the 
ridge in advanee of the 10th regiment, I peroeiyed a 
lar^re force ot mounted Indians moving rapidly upon 
ua. X iiiimediately sent orders to the several com- 
mands promptly to assume their positicMis, in accordanoe 
with the programme uf the line of march ; but iliis 
was done, and the whole long tram, completely guard- 
ed at every ]>oint by the vigilant and able command- 
ers of the regiments, and of corps, before the order 
reached them. The 10th gallantly cheeked the ad- 
vance of the enemy in fix>nt, the 6th and cavalry on 
the rifirht and the 7th and eavalrv on the left, wdiile 
the six-pounders and two sectiont^ of mountain liowits* 
ers, under the efficient direction of their respective 
chiefs, poured as rapid and destructive fire from as 
many different points. The vast number of TnHi^g 
enabled them to foim two-thirds of a circle, five or 
six miles in extent, along the whole line of which 
they were seeking for some weak point upon which to 
precipitate themselvea The firing was incessant and 
rapid from each side, but so soon as I had completed 
the details of the designated order of march, and 
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closed up the tiuiu, tlie colimiu issued iu line of battle 
upon the prairie^ in the £Etce of the immeDse force op- 
posed to it, and I resumed my march without any 
delay. This proof of conlidence in our own strength 
oompletely destroyed the hop€» of the savages and com- 
pleted their disoomfitora With yells of disappoint- 
ment and rage, they fired a few parting volleys, and 
then retreated with all expedition. It was not possi- 
ble, with our jaded horaes, to overtake their fleet and 
coiii|>aratively fresh ponies. 

This was the last desperate effoit of the combined 
Dakota hands, to prevent a £Bkrther advance, on our part^ 
towards tlieir iaiuilies. It would be dillicult to esti- 
mate the nimiber of warriors, but no cool aud dispas- 
noDBXe observer would probably have placed it at a 
less ligure tlian from 2,200 to 2,500. No such coneen- 
tration of force has, so ^ as my information extends, 
ever been made by the savages of the American Con- 
tinent 

It is rendered certain, from information received from 
various sooroes, (including that obtained firom the sav- 
ages th^sehres, in iheir conversations witb our half- 
breed scouts,) that the remnant of the bands who es- 
caped widi little Crow, had successively joined the 
Sssitons, the Cut Heads, and Anally the "Tank-ton- 
ais,'' the most powei fnl single baud of the Dakotas, 
and together with all these, had formed one enormous 
camp, of neaily, or quite, ten thousand soola 

To assert that the courage and discipline displayed 
by officeis and men, in the successive engagements mth 
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this formidable and hitherto untried enemy, were sig- 
nally displayed, would but ill express the admiration 
I feel for the perfect steadiness and the alacrity with 
which they courted an encounter with the savage foe. 
No one, for a moment, seemed to doubt the result^ 
however great the preponderance against us in numer- 
ical forca These wild warriors of the plain had never 
been met in battle, by American troops, and they have 
ever boasted that no hostile army, however numerous, 
would dare to set loot u|X)n the soil of which they 
claim to be the undisj )uted masters. Now that they have 
been thus met, and their utmost force defied, resisted, 
and utterly broken and routed, tlie lesson Yn\\ be a 
valuable one, not only in its effect upon these pai'- 
ticular bands, but upon all the tribes of the Nc»lJi- 
west 

When we went mto camp, on the banks of Apple 
liver, a few mounted Indians could aione be seen. 
Early next morning, I dispatched Col. McPhail with 
the companies of the Mounted liangei-s, and the two 
aix-pounders, to harass and retard the retreat of tiie 
Indians across the Missouri river, and followed wifli 
the main column, as rapidly as possible ; we reached 
the woods, on the border of that stream, shortly after 
noon, on the 28th ; but the Indians had crossed their 
families, during the preceding night, and it took but a 
short time for the men to follow them, on their ponies. 
The hills, on the opposite side, were covered with iixe 
men, and they had probably formed the determination 
to oppose our passage of t^ie hver, both sides which 
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were here eovered with a dense growth of miderbnuih 

and timber, for a space of more thaa a mile. 

I dispatched CoL Crooks, with his raiment, which 
was, in turn, in tiiie advance, to clear the riyer of In* 
duiiis, which he successf ally accomplished, without loss, 
although , fired upon, fiercely, &om the opposite sidei 
He reported to me that a large quantity of transpcNta^ 
tion, including carts, wagons, and other vehicles, had 
been le^ behind in the woods. 

I transmitted, through Mr. Beever, a volunteer Aid 
on my Stail^ an order to Col. Crooks, to return to the 
mam column, with his regiment, the object I had in 
view, in detaching him, being Ailly attained. The or- 
der was received, and Mr. Beever was entrusted with 
a message^ in return, containing information desired by 
me, when, on his way to headquarters, he unfortunately 

took the wronu; trail, and \v;ls, the next day, found 
.where he had been set upon and killed by an outlaying 
party of the enemy. His death occasioned much re^ 
gret to the command, for he was esteemed by all for 
his devotion to duty, and for his modest and gentle- 
manly depcHiment 

A private of the 6tii regiment, who had taken the 
same trail, was also shot to death with arrows, probably 
by the same party. 

Theace being no watw to be found on the prairie, I 
proceeded down the Missouri to the nearest point on 
Apple river, opposite Burnt Boat Island, and made 
my camp. The following day, CoL Crooks, with a 
strong detaciiment oi eleven companies of infantry and 
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dismounted eavaliy, and three guns, under tbe com- 
mand of Capt Jones, was dispatched to destroy the 
property left in the woods, which was thoroughly per- 
fonned, with the aid of Lieut Jonee, and a portion of 
the Pioneer Corpa From one hundred and twenty to 
one hundred and Hfty wagons and carts were thus dis- 
posed o£ During this time^ the savages lay concealed 
in the grass, on the opposite side of the river, ex- 
changing occasional volleys with our men. Some ex- 
ecution was done upon them^ by the long range anns of 
the in&ntry and cavaliyi without injury to any one of 
my command. 

I waited two days in camp, hoping to open commu* 
nication with General SuHy, who, with his compara- 
tively fresh mounted force, could easily have Ibllowed 
up and destroyed the eaemj we had ao persistently 
hunted. 

The long and rapid marches had very much debili- 
tated the in&ntry, and as for the horses of the cavalry, 
and the mules employed in the transportaticm, they 

were utterly exhausted. 

Under the circumstances, I fdlt that this column had 
done everything j^ossible, within the limits of human 

and animal endurance, and that a further pursuit would 
not only be useless, as the Indians could cross and re- 
cross the river in much less time than could my com* 

mand, and thus evade me, but woukl necessarily be at- 
tended with the loss of many valuable livea 

For three successive evenings, I caused the cannon 
to be lired, and signal rockets sent up, but all these 
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elicited no reply &om General Sully, and I am appre- 
hensive he has been detained by insurmountable obsta* 

cles.* The point struck by me on the Missouri, is 
about forty miles, by land, below Fort Clark, in lati- 
tude forty-six degrees forty-two minutes — longitude, 
one hundred degrees thirty-five miniitcH. 

The military results of the expedition have been 
highly satisfiictory. A march of nearly six hundred 
miles from St Paul has been made, in a season of 
fierce heats and unprecedented drouth, when even the 
most experienced vojageurs predicted the impossibil- 
ity of such a movement ; a vigilant and powerful, as 
well as confident, enemy was found, successively routed 
in three different engagements, with a loss of at least 
one bund 1-0(1 and fifty killed and wounded of his 
best and bravest warriors, and his beaten forces driven 
in confusion and dismay, with the sacrifice of vast 
quantities of subsistence, clothing, and nieaii.s of trans- 
portation, across the Missouri river, many, perhaps 
most of them, to perish miserably in their utter desti- 
tution, during the coming fall and winter. 

These fierce warriors of the prairie have been taught 
by dear bought experience, that the long arm of the 
government can reach them in their most distant 
haunts, and punish them for their misdeeds ; that they 
are utterly |K>werle6s to resist the attacks of a disci- 

^While 0«n. Siblejr w«s ^mBliing his tonsm to the South-west, Oenenl SvUy 

was ino\nng up the Missouri, in thr oy>fK)sit« direction, to cut offtho rotrrat of the 
fleeing ioM ; and on the 4lh of September, surprised four hundred of their lodges, 
fought and dispersed them with a loss of fiffy men, and kilUiig more than twice 
that number oi the enemy,— capturing provirions, furs, horses, and ammunition, 
and regainm^ a large amount of piroperty, taken in the nUd of the previouti year. 

Qt 
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pUned force, and that but for the inteEporitioiL of ft 
mighty stream between ns and them, the utter destruc- 
tion of the great camp containing all their strength 
was ccrtaiiL It would have been gratifying to us all, 
if the murdering remnant of the Meda^wakanton and 
Wak-paton bands could have been extirpated, root 
and branch, but as it is, the bodies of many of the 
most guilty have been left on the praiiiei to be de- 
voured by wolves and foxes. 

I am gratilied to be able to state that the loss sus- 
tained by my column in actual combat was very smaU. 
Four men of the cavalry were killed, and four woundedi 
one, I fear, fatally. One private of the same regiment 
was killed by lightning, during the first engagement, 
and Lieut Freeman of company ^^D" also of the 
Mounted Kangers, a valuable officer, was pierced to 
death by arrows, on the same day, by a party of hos- 
tile Indians, while, without my knowledge, he was en- 
gaged in bunting at a distance' £rom the main column. 
The bodies of the dead were interred with funeral 
honors, and the graves secured from desecration by 
making them in l^e semblance of ordinary rifle pits. 

I I would give me pleasure to designate by name all 
those of the splendid regiments and corps of my com- 
mand who have signalized themselves by their gallant 
conduct, but as that would really embrace officers and 
men, I must content myself by bringing to the notice 
of the Major General commanding, such as came im- 
mediately under my observation. 

I cannot speak too highly of Colonels Crooks and 
Baker, and Xdeut Colonel Marshall, commandmg re- 
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spectdvely the 6tli, lOth and 7th regiments, Minnesota 
Yohuite^ aad of lieat Golcmels Averill and Jenid- 
son, and l^<m McLaren and Bradley, and of the line 
officers and men of these regiments. They have de- 
aerved wcdl of their coontxy and of their Stata They 
mire ever on hand to assist me in my labors, and 
active, zealous^ and brave in the performance of duty. 

Of GoL McPhail, commanding the Mounted Ban- 
gers, and of Majors Parker and Hayes^ and the com- 
pany ofiicers and men generally, I have the honor to 
atate, that as the cavaliy was necessarily more exposed 
and nearer the enemy than the other portions of the 
command, so they alike distinguished themselves by 
unwavering courage and splendid £ghting qualities. 

The great destruction dealt out to the Indians is 
mostly attributable to this branch of the service, al- 
though many were killed or disabled by the Artillery 
and Infantry alsa 

Captain Jones and his officers and men were ever at 
their posts, and their pieces were served with much 
skill and effect 

To Cai)taiu Chase of the Pioneers and his invalua- 
ble company, the expedition has been greatly indebted 
for service in the peculiar line for which they were de- 
tailed. 

Captain Baxter's company H, of the 9th regiment, 
haying been attached to the 10th regiment, as a part 

of its organization temporarily, ii])h(dd its high repu- 
tation &r eihciency, beii^ the equal in iiiajt regard of 
any otluer company. 
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The Surgical Department of the expedition -was 

placed by me in charge of Surgeon Wharton, as Med- 
ical Director, who has devoted himself zealously and 
efficiently to bis dutiea 

In his official report to these head-quarters, he ac- 
cords due credit to the Surgeons and Assistants of the 
several regiments present with them. Of the mem- 
bers of my own staff I can affirm that they have been 
equal to the discharge of the arduous duties imposed 
upon them. 

Captain OliOf my Assistant Adjutant General, has 

afforded me great assistance, and for their equal gal- 
lantry and zeal may be mentioned Captains Pope and 
Atchinson, Lieutenants Pratt and Havrthom, and Ci^ 
tain Fox, temporarily attached to my stafi^ his com- 
pany having been left at Camp Atebinson. 

The Quartermaster of tiie expedition, Captain Com- 
ing, and Captain Eimball, Assistant Quartermaster, in 
charge of the pontoon train, have discharged their la- 
borious duties faithfully and satisfactorily; and for 
Captain Forbes^ Commissary of Subsistence, I can bear 
witness that but for his activity, attention, and busi- 
ness capacity, the interests of the Government would 
have suffered much more than they did, by the mise- 
rable state in which many of the packages containing 
subsistence stores, were found. 

Chief Gruides, Major J. B. Brown and Pierre Bot- 
tineau, have been of the greatest service by theur ex- 
perience and knowledge of the country ; and the In- 
terpreter, lie v. Mr. Eiggs, has also rendered much as- 
sistance in the management of the scouts. The scouts 
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generally, including the Chiefs McLeod and Duly, have 
made themselves very useful to the expedition, and 
have proved themselves fedthfhl, intrepid and intelli* 

gent 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the reports of 
Ooloneb Orooks, Baker^ and Lieot Colonel Marshall, 

commanding respectively the 6th, 10th and 7th regi- 
ment.s oi Minnesota Volunteers, and of Colonel Mc- 
Phail, oommanding 1st regiment Minnesota Mounted 
Kangera 

I am, Major, very respectiuiiy, 

Your obedient servant^ 
a H. SIBLEY, 
Brig. General Commanding. 
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CHAFTEB LXXIV, 

OFFICIAL BBFORTOF BBI0ADIBB GBKE'* 

BAIt ALFBED 6ULLT. 

HiAD-QCARTERS TnDIAN EXPEDITION, CaMP AT ) 
MoOTH MrXtlTTT ^UEYEKNS RlYlS, I 

bept. 11th, 1868, ) 

Majob : The last report I had the honor to send 

you was from the moutli of ihc Liitle Slicjenne 
hver, b^ing date August 16, 186^i \ since which, 
time mj movements have been too rapid and the 
danger of sending any eommunieation such that it 
ha*s been impossible for me to do so. I therefore have 
the honor to report my movements from last report up 
to data 

On the iiiuriiing of the 19th, l lic sLcamer I was wait- 
ing for with supplies finally arrived. She was imme- 
diately unloaded, and all the baggage of the officers 
and men of the command was sent down by her to 
the depot at Ft Pierre, together with every man 
who was in the least sick or not well mounted By 
this I reduced my force considerably, and was enabled 
to transport, with the wretched mule that had been 
fumiahed me, about three days' ration and forage 
enough to keep these transportation animals alive, 
de])enflin2^ on grass I might find, to feed the cavalry 
and artillery horses. Luckily for me, I found the 
grazing north much better than I had dared to hope for. 
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On tte 20th, were visited by one of the most terrific 
rain and hail storms I have seen. This stampeded 
flome of my anmals aad a few were lost — they swam 
acrofls the Missoim- — and it also destroyed a quanti^ 

of my rations iu the wagons, thereby causinix nic some 
delay in the march ; but I succeeded in getting oif the 
afternoon of the 21st, and marched up the Little 
Sheyenne about eleven miles, the road being very 
heavy. The next day we marched only seven miles, 
camping on a slough on the prairie without wood. 
The next day we marohed in a north-westerly direction 
to the outlet of Swan lake. On the 24th, we march- 
ed due north, eighteen miles, and encamped on a 
small creek, called Bois Caoha Here we came 
into ihe bulia! ) country, ciud I formed a hunting 
' party for the command, which I had soon to disband, 
as they disabled more horses than bu£&la We con* 
tinned our march north about twenty-two miles and 
reached a small stream called Bird Archie creek. 
This day the hunters succeeded in killing many buffido^ 
and reported that they saw Indians near ihe MissoorL 
Early on the niuniing of the 28th, I sent out a 
small scouting party, who captured two squaws and 
some children and brought them into ma These In- 
dians reported that Gen. Sibley had had a light near 
the head of liOng lake, and that tliey were on their 
way to the Agency at Grow creek, but were lost, and 
were alone ; but the scouts found tracks of lodges 
going up the Missouri. I therefore imn^ediately de- 
tailed companaies ¥ and K of the 2d Nebraska caval- 
ly, imder command of Captain La Boo^ ordering theni. 
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to go to the Missouri, and follow up the trail, with 
orderB to capture some Indians if possible and bring 
thooa in, so that I might get infbnnation ; if they could 
not do that, to kill theiii and destroy the camps. I 
continued the march witli the rest of the command 
that day, passing through laige herds of buifaio,.and 
was obliged to make a march of thirty-five miles before 
I could reach water. The weather was veiy hot, and 
it was uigbt before we reached camp on the Beaver 
river. 

Oa the 27th, I started late, having had some difii- 
culty in crossing the river, making a march of five 
miles still in a northerly direction, and encamped on 
another branch of the same river. Company K of the 
2d Nebraska joined me this day, having been separated 
from the other company. The next day we had to 
make some deviations to the west, on account of hills 
and sloughs, and made the outlet of Long lake^ a 
march of about twenty miles. On the way we saw 

numerous signs of Indians in large numbers having 
been recently there, and found an old lame Indian 
concealed in the.bushes, who was well known by many 
of the men of the command as having for some j^ears 
resided near Sioux city. He had the reputation of 
being what is called a "good Indian." He stated that 
''his horse had been taken away from liun and that he 
had been left there. ^' He looked almost starved to 
death. He gave me the following details, which have 
since mostly turned out to be correct: he stated "Gen. 
Sibley had fought the Indians at the head of Long 
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lake, fifty miles norih-east from me, some ^eeks ; 

that lie lowed them down to the mouth of Apple 
oreek ; that the Indians attacked him on the way, and 
tiiat there was some skmnishing. 

"At Apple creek, Sibley had another fight, and that 
in all the fights, about fifty-eight Indians were killed; 
that Gen. Sibley fortified his camp at Apple creek, 
and after a while returned to James river ; that a few 
days after Gen. Sibley left^ the Indians, who had their 
scouts out watching, recroesed the Missouri, and while 
doing so, discovered a Mackinaw boat un its way down. 
They attacked the boat, fought the entire day until 
sundown, sunk her, and killed all on board — twenty^ 
one men, three women and some children ; that befbi^e 
she was sunk, the hre from the boat killed ninety -one 
Indians, and wounded many &ore ; that a small war 
party followed Sibley some days, returned with the 
report thai he had crossed the James river ; then some 
of the Indians went north; the laiger portion, however, 
went towards the head of Long lake; and that he 
thought a portion of them were encamped on the Mis- 
souri river west of me." 

The report was so much in keeping with the Indian 
mode of warfare, that though it came from an Indian, 
I was led to give it some consideration, particularly 
the part that stated the Indians, after watching Sibley's 
return, recrossed, when ail danger was over, and went 
back to their old hunting grounds. Besides, the 
guides who were acquainted with the country, stated 
that "a large body of Indiuu^x could not live on the 
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oiher aide long, withom going a great dialanoe weefc; 
that always at this aeaBon of the year ihe IndiaiiB 

dimiK^-ii uii tlic Octeau, aear the tributaries of the 
James, whera the numerous lakes or springs kept the 
m^ass fresh : herethe bi]dUo were plenty, and &e lakes 
atul Hin^ujus full ol lish ; and that here they prepared 
their meat for the winter, moving to the Kiaaonri 
where the fliel was plenty to winter." I therefofe de^ 
teriiuacil io change my counie towaxda the east, to 
more rapidly, and go as &r as my rations would allow* 

I felt serious alarm for the safety of Capt LaBoo, 
who had but Mty meu with him, and who had already 
been out over two days without rationa I raeamped 
here for the next day, and 9mt out four eompanies of ! 
the 2d Nebraska and of the 6 th Iowa, under command ' 
of Major Peannan, 2U Nebraska, to hunt him up^ | 
and see if there were any Indians on the Missouri 
The next day, however, Capt LaBoo's company re- 
turned, having made a march of one hundred and 
eighty-seven miles, living upon what bnffido and game 
they could kill, scouring the country to my Icit, over- 
taking the camp of ten lod*res he was sent afi^er, des- 
trojring them, but seeing no Indiana. 

This same day, (29th,) I sent two companies of the 
6th Iowa to the mouth of Apple creek. They report- 
ed, on their return, that they found the fortified camp 
oi Gen. Sibley, his trail, and his return trail towards 
the east ; that they could see no signs of there having 
been any fight there, nor could they see the Mackinaw 
boat reported bj tliC old Indian. This detaclmient waa 
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under eonimancl of Captain Cram, btk Iowa. The bat- 
taUon of Major Peannan joined me befoie starting, 
having seen nothing, and, after a march of abOTe nine- 
ty miles, through a country with no wood whatever, 
bnt with good grass and plenly of lakes, of the most 
abominable water. On the 8d of Sq>tember, we reach- 
ed a lake, where, on the plains near by, were the re- 
mains of a very large number of bofialo killed, some 
qnite recently. Here I encamped, to wait the reports 
of the cuiiUiiands I liad out, during the march, who, 
every day, discovered :&esh signs of Indians, their 
lodge trails spread over the country, but all moving 
towards a point known to be a favorite liaunt of tlie 
Indiana I had tiiis day detailed one battalion of the 
6th Iowa, Miy, House ccmmianding, and Mr. F. La 
Framboise, as guide, to keep ahead of me five miles, 
and, in case they saw a simall band of Indians, to attack 
them, or take them prisonera If they should £nd a 
large band, too large to successfully cope with, to watch 
the camp at a di^iaiice, and send back word to ine, my 
intention being to leave my ti ain under ch^e of a 
heavy guard, more up in the night time, so as to sur- 
round them, and attack them at daybreak. But, for 
some reason, satiaiiactory to the guide, lie bore olf much 
to my left, and came upon the Indians, in an ^camp- 
inent of ov^er four hundred lodges, some say six Imn- 
d red, in ravines, where they felt perfectly secui'c, being 
fully persuaded that I was still on my way- up the Mis- 
souri. This is what the Indian prisoners say. They 
also state that a war party followed me on my way up^ 
in hopes of stampeding me ; but this they could not 
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da I marched with great care, with an advance guard 
and flankero; the train in two lines, sixty paces 
apart; the troops on each side; in fix)nt and centra 
myselij with one compauj and the batterj ; ail the loose 
stock was kept between the lines of wagon& In this 
way, I lost no animals on the campaign, except some 
few, about a dozeu, that got out ol camp at night ]Sor 
did the Indians, during all the trip, ever attack me, or 
try to stampede ma 

Major House, according to my instructions, endeav- 
ored to surround and keep in the Indians until word 
could be sent me ; but this was an impossibility with 
his 30i) men, as the encampment was very large, nms- 
tenng at least 1,200 warriors* This is what the Indians 
say they had ; but I, as well avS everybody in the com- 
mand, say over 1,500. These Indians were partly San- 
tees from Minnesota, Cut-heads from the Coteau, Yank- 
tonais and Blackfeet, who belong on the other side of 
the Missouri; and, as I have since learned, Unkapa- 
pas, the same party who fought General Sibley, and 
destroyed the Mackinaw boat Of this I have unmis- 
takable proof, from letters and papers found in camp, 
and on the persons of some of the Indians, besides rel- 
ics of the Minnesota massacre ; also from the fitct that 
they told Mr. La Framboise, the guide, when he was 
surrounded by about 200 of them, that "they had 
fought Gen. Sibley, and they did not see why the whites 
wanted to come and fight them, unless they were tired 
of living, and wanted to die." Mr. La iframboise sue* 
ceeded in getting away from them, after some difficultyi 
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and ran his hor«e a dij^nce of more than ten miles, to 
give me mlbrmaiion, Major House, with his command, 
atiil remaining there. He reached me a little after four 
o'clock. I immediatelv turned out mv command. The 
horses, at tiie lime, were out grazing. At the sound 
of the bugle, the men mahed, with a cheer, and in a 
v&j few minutes, saddled up and were in line I left 
ibur companiec^ and all the men who were pooriy 
moimted, in the campf with orders to stiike the tents 
and corral the wagons, and. starting off with the 2d 
l^ebraska on the right, the 6ih Iowa on the iett, one 
oompanj of the 7th Iowa, and the batteiy in the een* 
tie, at a ftdl gallop, we made the distance of oyer ten 
miles in much lesss than an hour. 

On reaching near the groond, I fonnd that the enony 
were leaving and canying off what plunder the j could 
Many lodges, however^ were still siaiidinsr. I ordered 
CoL Furnas, 2d Kebraska, to push bL- the 
utmost, so as to reach the camp, and assist Major House 
in keeping the Indians corraled This order was obey- 
ed with great alachtj, the n^iment going over the 
plains at a full run. I was dose upon the rear of the 
raiment with the 6th Iowa. The 2d Nebraska took 
the right of the camp, and was soon lost in a cloud of 
dost, OTer the hills. I ordered CoL Wilson, 6th Iowa, 
to take the left, while I, with the battery, one company 
of the Tth Iciwa. Capt MUlaixi, and iwu companies of 
the 6th Iow% Major Ten Broeck commanding, charged 
through the centre of the encampment I here found 
an Indian chief by the u^^lc c i Liii.e :5ulaier, w ith 
some few of his people. This Indian has always had 
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the reputation ot being a "liOiA IndiaHi ' and friendly, 
1 placed them under goanl, and moved on. Shortly 
a!W, I met with ilie notorious cliief, Big Head, and 
floiue of hidi men. They w vre dressed lor a fight, but 
my men cut them ofL These Indians^ together with 
«>mr of their warriors, mustering about thirty, together 
witii 4Si^uaw:», children, ponies and dogs, gave them- 
iielveB up, numbering over 120 human beings. About 
the same time, firing began, about a half a mile from 
me, alit-aii, and was kept up, becoming more and more 
brisk, until it was quite a respectable engagement A 
report was brought to me, (which proved to be fisJse,) 
that the Indians were driving back some of my com- 
mand. I immediately took possession of the hillocks 
near by, forming line, and placing the battery in the 
centre, *»n ii high knoll. At this time, niglit had al>i>ut 
set in, but still the engagement was briskly kept up, 
and in the melee it was hard to distinguish my line 
from that of the enemy. The Indians made a very 
de4spei*ate resistance, but llnally broke and lied, pursued 
in every direction by bodies of my troops. I would 
here state, that the troops, though moxmted, were arm- 
ed with riiles, and, accord ijig to my orders, most of 
them dismounted and fought afoot, until the enemy 
broke, when they re^mounted and went in pursuit It 
is to be regretted that I could not have had an lionr or 
two more of daylight, for I feel sure, if I had, I could 
have annihilated the enemy. As it was, I believe I 
can safely say, I gave them one of the most severe pun- 
ishments that the Indians have ever received. Aiter 
night set in, the engagement was of such a promiscu- 
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ous nature, tliat it was hard to tell what results would 
ttappen ; I therefore ordered all the buglers to fiound 
the '^xaHly" and boiidiiig laige fiies^ remained tinder 
armsi during night, collecting together my troop& 

The mxt morning, early, (the 4rth,) I established my 
camp on the battle field, the wagon train, under chaige 
of Major Pearmanf 2d Nebraska, having, in the night, 
been ordered to join me, and .-cut out strong scouting 
parties, in different direotionfi, to scour the country, to 
overtake what Tndianfl thej could; but in this they 
were not very successful, though some of them had 
some little skirmishes. They found the dead and 
wonnded inall directions^ some of them miles fiom ihe 
battle field; also immense quantities of {M*ovision8y 
baggage, &c., where they hud apparently cut loose their 
ponies from *iiravailles," and got off on them ; also 
numbers of ponies and dogs, harnessed to ^^vwJles," 
running all over the prairia One party that I sent 
out, went near to the James river, and found there, 
eleven dead Indians. The deserted camp of the In- 
dians, together with the country all around, was cover* 
ed witli their plunder. I devoteil this day, together 
with the following, (the 5th,) to destroying all this 
property, still scouring the countiy. I do not think I 
exaggerate in the least, when I say that I burned up 
over four or iive hundred thousand pounds of dried 
buffalo meat, as one item, besides three hundred lodges 
and a very large quantity of property, of great value 
tc) the Indians. A verv large number of ponies were 
found dead and wounded on the held ; besides a large 
Bumber were captured The prisoners (dome 180) I 
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take with nie below, and bliall report to you more spao- 
ially in r^ard to them. 

The surgeon of the 2d Nebraska regiment, Dr. 
Bowen, who has sliown a great energy and desire to 
attend to his duties during the campaign, started out 
during the night €i the engagement with a party of 
fifteen men, to go back to the old camp to procure am- 
bulanceeb But as they did not return on the morning 
of the second day, I knew he was eith^ lost or cap* 
tured. (He returned about noon of the second day.) 
I therefore sent out smaii bcouting parties in every 
direction to himt them up. One of these fell into an 
ambuscade, by which four of the party were killed 
and the rest driven in. I immediutclv sent out five 
companies of the 2d Nebraska regiment^ Colonel Fur* 
nas in command, who, after a long march, found the 
Indians liad fied. They succeeded, however, in uver- 
taking three concealed in some tali grass, whom they 
killed. The fight has been so scattered, the dead In- 
dians have been found in so many diflerent plac^ 
that it is impossible for me to give an accurate report 
of the number killed of the enemy. I, however, think 
I am safe in reporting it at 100. (I report those that 
were left on the field and that my scouting parties 
found.) 

During the engagement, for some time, the 2d Ne- 
braska, afoot and armed with rifles, and there are 
among them probably some of the best shots in the 
world, were engaged with the enemy at a distance not 
over sixty paces, pouring on them a murderous fire in 



i^idui^cd by Google 



DAKOTA WAR WHOOP. 



417 



u raviiic wLere the enemy were jK)stecL Tlic slaugh- 
ter, therefore, was immense. My oliieens and the 
guides I have with me think one hundred and fifty 
will not cover their loss. The Indian reports make it 
two hundred. That the General may know the exact 
locality of the battle-field,! would state that it was, as 
near as I could judge, fifteen miles west of James 
river, and about half way between the latitudes of 
Bonebut and headwaters of Elm river, as laid down 
on the government map» The fight took place near a 
hill called by the Indians White Stone HilL 

In ecmdusion, I would state that the troops of my 

comriiand conducted themselves well ; mid though it 
was the first that nearly ail of them had ever been in, 
ti:i6y showed that they are of the right material, and 
that in time, with, discipline, they will inake worthy 
soldiers. It is to be regretted that we lost so many 
valuable lives as we did, but this could not be helped; 
the Indians had formed a line of battle with ^ood 
judgment, Irom which they could only bo didodged 
by a chaiga I could not use my artillery without 
greatly endangering the lives of my own men; if I 
could, I could have slaughtered them. 

I send you, aooompanying, the reports of .Colonel 

Wilson, 6th Iowa, and Colonel Furnas, 2d Nebraska^ 
also official reports of killed and wounded, and take 
this occasion to thank both thoseofficers for their good 
conduct and the cheerfulnejas with which they obeyed 
my orders on the occasion. Both of them had their 
hones shot in the action. I would also request per- 

R 
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mifisiou to state that the several membm of mj staff 
rendered me every possible assistanca 

On the morning of tlic 6th, I took up my line of 
march for Fort Pierre. If I could have remained in 
that section of country some two or three weeks, I 
might have accomplished more ; but I was satisliad by 
the reports of my scouts that the Indians had scat- 
tered in all directions ; some toward ihe James river; 
some, probably the Blackfeet, to recross the Missouri, 
and a part of them went north, where they say they 
have friends among the half-breeds of the north. My 
rations were barely sufficient with rapid marches to 
enable me to reach Fort Pierra The animals, not only 
ihe teams I have already reported to you as wordiless, 
but also the cavahy horses, showed the e£fect of rapid 
marching and being entirely without grains 

I brought with me all the prisoners I had, and tried to 
question them to gain some information* The men re- 
fused to say much, except that they are all ^^good In 
dians," and the other bad ones joined their camp witli- 
out their wilL 

Their squaws, however, corroborate* the report I 
have already given you in regard to the destruction of 
the people on board the Mackinaw boat and the fights 
with Qeneral Sibley, in which these Indians had a 
part They also state that the Indians, after recross- 
mg to this side of the Missouri, sent a party to follow 
Sibley until he went to the James river, ihen returned 
to their camp on Long lake to procure a large quan- 
tity of provisions and other articles they had "cached'' 
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Aere, and then came to ihe camp where I met 

tiicm. 

After marching about one hundred and thirty miles 
we reached the month of the Little Sheyemie on the 
11th, where I found the steamboat I had ordered to be 
there on tlie 8th instant It was lucky she was thert?, 
for without the grain she brought up I could not have 
brought my empty wagons back. For some miles 
north of Sheyenne and Pierre, the grass is about all 
gone. I placed m j wounded on the boat, and as many 
empty wagons as she could carry. I am afraid the 
loss of horses and mules will be considered very great, 
but it could not be helped. When I found it impos- 
sible for the rear guard to get an animal along, I had 
iL killed, to prevent its falling into the hands of the 
enemy. 

Very respectfully, your oVt Beanr% 

ALF. SULLY, 
Brigadier General Commanding, 

P. S. — By actual count, the number of my prison- 
m is one hundred and My-six — men thirty -two, 
women and children one hundred and twenty four. 
I would also bug leave to say that in the action, I had 
of my c(Hnmand between six hundred and seven hun- 
dred mai actually engaged. My killed number, as 
&r as ascertained, twenty ; wounded, thirty-eight 
Very respecUully, your ob't serv't, 

ALR SULLY, 
Brigadier General f VfcT»Tria.Tiiltf^ . 
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THS TIE OF COICRADSSHIP — THS BSATS OF CHASKA. 

"Among most of tke Indian tribes of the North-wesli 
there exists a tie or d^ree of lektionsbip, when enter- 
ed into by two or more persons in good faith^ which is 
more binding than any otiier known to the savage raca 
It is considered by them £ur more saored than the mat- 
rimonial tie. It is the tie of comradeship I A man 
may, on any pretext whatever, throw away liis wife 
and take another, if he chooses, but to his comrade he 
is finnlj bound until death separates them. Nothing 
is considered more base or cowardly than to desert 
one's comrade in the hour of danger. 

"Most wWte persons reading in the Indian ooimtr^ 
endeavor to select some Indian who is possessed of cour- 
age, intelligence and a good hunter, and who also can ex- 
ert some influence over the band to which he belongs, ior 
a comrade ; knowing tliut in whatever situation he may 
be placed, it is in the power of his Indian iriend to 
materially assist him. 

"AH Indian traders have comrades upon whom they 
rely to exert their influence to prevent the other In- 
dians from trading their iuisand skins with any one 
else, and to come up and pay their debts, which, as a 
general tiling, they are not very prompt in doing. 
The Indian who stands in this relation to a tradeTi ex- 
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peets some valuable present from his Ico-da* or friend, 

for his valuable service, and not unfrequeiitly does he 
give in return the best he can afford — such as a horse, 
or his money when he receives his annuities, Ao. But 
the circumstances of the two being Uiken into con- 
sideration, the Indian generally has the best of the 
bargain, for he is poor, and though he returns present 
for present, his offerings of friendship are of so little 
value, generally, that at the end of the year he is 
greatly your debtor. This tie involves the nriost im- * 
plicit confidence in each other, and the idea of deoeiv* 
ing one's friend in any respect whatever, is held most 
dishonorable." 

A compact Hke the f(mgoing had long existed 
between Wa-Mn-yan-ta-wa, (which means in English 
His Thunder,) or Ch;iska, as more familiarly known 
to the whites, and (jreorge H, Spencer ; and very val- 
uable has the reader seentiie practical workings of this 
tie to have been. The compact was formed in 1851 at 
Little Crow's Village, then located six miles below St 
Paul, soon after their acquaintance oommencecL 
Though an uncultivated Indian, he possessed much 
general intelligence, and was a young man of pleasing 
manners and address, rather good looking, with great 
eneigyand activity of mind. In 1857 he accompanied 
lAtde Grow and several of the Chiefii to Washington, 
to see their Great Father, relative to making a treaty 
for a portion of their Beservation. He was distinguish- 
ed for bravery on the war path against the hereditary 
enemies of his tribe, and had taken the scalps of seven 
Chi{^was, and also killed one of his own tribe, in re- 
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yenge for the death of a brotbar. For seyeral years 

previous 1x) the late outbreak, ho had held the dignified 
position of ' Head Soldier" to Little Crow„ But whea 
he refilled to act in that capacity, or to join in the war 
against the whites, then the ire of his chief was raised 
against him. The tieof coiiiradeship was stronger than 
the tieof chieftainship. He could break the tie of the 
' latter but not of the former. 

When in 1860 his comrade built his trading house 
on the shores of j^ig Stone lake, Ghasi^ true to the 
existing relation, insisted on going with him, for, said 
he, ^though you may risk yourself there, I will not 
risk you alone with those wild, strange Indiana" So 
widi wife and children he went, and remained till he 
deemed it safe to leave him. From such rare speci- 
mens of manhood have the noble attributes ascribed 
to the Indian character been drawn. But such are 
isolated exceptiona The general rule — the standard 
of estnnate, appears in bloody boldness all through 
these pages. We love to present a coiiLrast. Like a 
bright star in the rii^ of tempest-di iven clouds, seems 
such an one amid the dark, evil plottings and evil 
workings of his own peopla Though their lightnings 
should smite him, he was alike unmindful of persua- 
sion or threats, when, in 1862, the honid massacres 
commenced. We will not say that th^ was no leav- 
ening influence, which produced this pacific state, nor 
will we say it was wholly unmixed with solitshness — 
but we aver it was not the predominating idea. 

When his comrade was shot, we have seen how Ghas- 
ka, at the lisk of his own lii'e, true to the existing rela- 
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tlon, saved Hm, taking him to Ids own lodge, washing 
and dressing his wounds, and caiing for him, with ail 
the watchi^ love of a tender brother. We have seen 
him active in foming the friendly camp, and getting 
the prisoners into it We have seen him surrendering 
himself to General Siblej, for the crime of being an 
Indian, with a desire of being acqxdtted, before the 
world, of anj>comphcitj in the horrid massacres and 
^var which followed. We have seen him avowing a 
readiness to comply with any terms which should ele- 
vate him to the dignity of the white man's standard of 
man. 

"I am not pleased to see you in your blanket," said 
Gen. Sibley. 

^^en I will wear it no more," was the prompt le- 

From that day, save in name and skin, Chaska was, 
to all intents and purposes) a white man. In the ex- 
pedition he was very valuable as a scout, and was a 
universal favorite. We have seen him, just beibre the 
first battle with the Sioux, saving the life of Mr. Brack- 
ett, and in tfaeflght oonductitig himself with gieaA brave- 
ry. At the Alissuuri nver, we hear him trying to per- 
suade his friend to return to camp, urging, as a reason, 
I Mo not like the way things look herey " a proph^o 
suggestion, for while they were yet speaking, came a 
shower of bullets iix>m the woods and bu-li< s of the 
opposite shora Even then, Lieut Beever had received 
the fatal arrow shot, and the woods must have been 
full of the foe. 

The journey westward was completed. The order 
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for return had been read, and on the first of August, 
£aces were turned honiewanL Mr. Spencer sajB of it, 
"on the second, we rode along, talking pleasantly the 
future, lie tellina me how he wmild like to be situated 
on a small piece of land near me, and congratnlatii^ 
himself that his trouble was over, and that he would 
soon be restored to the bosom of his family. Alas, for 
my friend I he now sleeps tranquilly near the turbid 
waters of the Missouri, under the shadows of our in- 
trenehmenta Savage though he was, he was a noble 
man I" 

On the evening of ihe second day after camp was 

formed, he went round to his friend s tent, where he 
knew he was always welcome, and su{qped with him. 
He spoke of having captured a pack of furs from the 
eneinv, which he desired to have taken home in a 
wagon of the Commissary Department ; and for this 
purpose returned to the tent about nine o'clock in the 
evening, and tlien, in appai*ent henlth, went to his own 
quarters for the night Immediately aft^ he was ta- 
ken ill, and sent for his comrade, who hastened to his 
bedside, to find him senseless — dying. He talked 
wildly, and predicted a thimder storm, such as should 
shake the earth, and blind the people with its light, 
the day he should be put into the ground, and it was 
as he predicted. He nev er once recognized the friend 
whose life he had saved, and who, with weeping hearty 
stood by him till the last, and closed his eyes at 11 
o'clock the same evening, at the age of thirty -two. 
There were strong 8uspici<ms that poison, administered 



i^idui^cd by Google 



DAKOTA WAR WHOOP. 



by some secret foe, was the cause of his (leath, but 
tkere was no time for investigation, and the following 
moming, August 8d, Mr. Spenoer says, *Sre laid his 
body in a nfle pit, concealing it, as best we could, to 
prevent the enemy from finding it, and opening the 
grave. He leaves a wife and two interesting childienf 
to mourn his untimely end," whom his friends and 
his country will not ibrget, for he was MthM among 
the &itiile88L 

Bt 



CHAPTER LXXVL 



HOKE xaxijx. 

Joj, sucli as only home lovers know, animated the 
hearts and enlivened the steps of the men. Their long, 

weary out-marclies were ended, and all had left loved 
ones at home, whose hearts beat in unison with theirs 
to the return musia Every man in that long column 
had acted well his part, without which its history 
would be incomplete. Henceforth, more emphatically 
than ever, they are the sons of lihe State. A cautions 
and wise policy had been pursued, when a darino', 
dashing, reckless leadership would have bi*ougbt irre- 
trievable disaster to the expedition. Comparatively 
few casualties had occurrci God Liid evidently been 
with them, and nearly all were returning healthier, 
stronger, and wiser men than when they left From 
nearly all hearts, devout thanksgiving arose, as the 
distance lessened between them and all held most 
dear. They had left their homes when June's fresh 
roses shed fragrance on their way, — through summer^s 
iutensest heat had wandered through dry and parched 
r^ons, — had met and driven the enemy, and now on 
the first flush of autumn's golden tints, return ; mak- 
ing it, if not a complete, a ffreat success. A halo of 
glory enshrouds these weary veterans of the prairies. 
The loud booming cannon announces their approach, 
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aad glad hearts bound with joy as they go forth to 
meet aad welcome their return. A larger column of 
motheiB) iriyes and children wait with op&x arms and 
hearts to receive thenL Only a few look in vain for 

those who had gone forth, in the full . flush of man- 
hood, 00 &11 of life, of courage, and hope 1^ Hearts 
big with sympathy bid them be comforted with the 
hope of reunion in immortal life. 

A halo of glory eiMiiroles the brow of the General 
commanding the expedition. High in the confidence 
of the nation, and better fitted for the work assigned 
him than any other man, — erect in manhood^s glory, 
he stands. Human greatness has been tlu^nst upon 
Nature s nobleman, and fittingly he has worn it all. 

When a few hundred citizens around the region of 
St Anthony's Falls desired to be recognissed as the 
Territory of Minnesota, no so fitting a person was 
found to represent tlieir interests in Congress as Henry 
H Sibley. When this vast territory emerged from its 
minority and took upon itself the privilege of State 
rights, its first elected Governor was Henry H. Sibley. 
Betirmg to private life, as a true citizen, he always 
served its interests; and when called by ezecutiye 
power to this most important nrilitary post, he accept- 
ed the honor and girded on the armor. Promotion 
followed till he ranked among the higher miUtary 
powers of the nation. Surrounded by all this halo of 
earthly glory, he draws near the spot where, in absence, 
memory has delighted to linger. But he is a man, 

*ni»«ittn ooihinB «m docreoMMl Iwt seven. 
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with the heart of a man, which has been aorelj afflict* 

ed since his presence was missed from the home ' 

circle. How freshly, now he nears that spot, now that j 
the responsibilities and excitement of the campaign , 
are over, come up the forms of those there 1^ 
And how, like a surging billow, sweeps over the 
soul the reminder of the fact that two of those forma 
will not bound to meet him ; two of those faces he will 
flee no more there I The tramp of the ^^pale horse" has i 
been heard in his dwelling, and has carried away liis 
angel Maiy and iiis only son Frank of eleven years, to a 
land where brighter and perpetual sunahine fidls, and 
where riiadows will not coma And here, at his own do* | 
mestic hearth stone, — here, grateful for its remaining 
blessings ; — here, liflt«[ung to the love notes of those 
left to breatiie them — here, while he plans in moire pub- 
lic capacity, for the &iale of the war — till the last echo 
<rf the Dakotas war-whoop shall have died on the ear, 
— here, with the heart-mellowing influences of home 
loves, we leave him; with die prayer that he may 
receive the full fi'uiLion of the promise that '^ali ilungs 
ghaU work togetker for goocU^ 



C0NC5LUSI0N. . 

Worth and merit form the only true basis for pref- 
erment in political, military or civic lifa It is a 
pleasure to record the names of those whose laurels 
worn, were vxm^ as of one and another conspicuous in 
this book. 
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When the wmrHolouds rose on our national horizon, 

tlie first tender of ti uo])s wa^s made by Guvernor Ram- 
tiey, and as by^ a stamp of the foot arose the Minneso- 
ta FiBST, led on to a world-wide renown by Colonel 
Gk>rman* and Stephen Miller, second in command 
With tear-full hearts we pause to lay the wreath we 
have wrought on the honored graves of the immortal 
slain, and crave a bauson on its romnant of veteran 
heroes. 

In response to the S00,000 call, Lieut GoL Stephen 
Miller was placed in command of tiie seventh, and in 

the home field, a8 on the Potomac, was deservedly 
popular* In Ootober, 1863, C!oL Stephen Miller was 
promoted to brigadier osneraIi of volunteers, and 
the following month Brigadier General Stephen Mil- 
ler was, by an overwhelming m^yority, elected Gov- 

SBNOB 01* MimiBSOTA. 



X>. I>. MERRILLi, 

Wiiulunalo &mi EeUiil Dealer in 
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ST. PAUL, MIHNESOTA. ] 
J. J. SHAW, Proprietor. 
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